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THE SPEAKER (Mr Bamnett) took the Chair at 2.15 pmn, and read prayers.

GUESTS
Speaker's Gallery

THE SPEAKER: Members, we have as our special guests today some people from the
Rocky Bay Village. Some are situated in the Speaker's Gallery, and those who could not
comfortably be situated there are our guests on the floor of the House. They are all here to
watch the commencement of the Parliament. I welcome our guests to our Parliament and
hope they enjoy their visit to Parliament House.

Members: Hear, hear!

MARGARET RIVER HOSPITAL
Replacement: Petition

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [2. 18 pru]: I have a petition to present as follows --

To: The Honourable the Speaker, and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
State of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.

We, the undersigned residents of Western Australia, draw your attention to the
deplorable and dilapidated state of the Margaret River Hospital. While the Hospital
has been continually renovated over the past 60 years, the wooden building is worn
out.

The region based on Margaret River needs a new hospital. The recently released
statistics showing a 45% population growth rate and three Doctors in fuall-time
practice, is a clear indication of the immediate need for positive action to have a new
Hospital that provides modem standards and facilities that will meet the needs of the
community into and beyond the year 2000.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 341 signatures and I certf that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No 64.)

VIDEO TAPES CLASSIFICATION AND CONTROL BILL
Amendment: Petitions

MR LEWIS (East Melville) [2.19 pm]: I have a petition to present couched in similar terms
to one I presented last month, requesting amendments to the Video Tapes Classification and
Control Bill. It is addressed as follows --

To the Honourable the Speaker, and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia assembled:

The petition requests that the Parliament amend the Bill to grant people the ability to appeal
against the classification of videotapes which are considered to be damaging to the socialenvironment; to make the possession of child pornography a criminal offence; to set Severe
penalties for persons possessing videotapes depicting child pornography, bestiality, terrorism,
drug promotion, rape, and incest; to require that "R"-rated videotapes in shops be displayed in
separate areas and be so labelled that parents can be warned of the contents in regard to sex,
language, and violence. The petitioners humbly pray that the Parliament will give this matter
earnest consideration and the petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

The petition bears 18 signatures and I certify that it confonns to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.



The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
(See petition No 65.)
A similar petition was presented by Mr Trenorden (103 persons).
(See petition No 67.)

TRAFFIC LIGHTS: ALMA AND FITZGERALD STREETS
Installation: Petition

DR ALEXANDER (Perth) [2.21 pmn]: I have a petition to present as follows --

To: The Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned request that because of extremely dangerous conditions the Main
Roads Department take urgent action to install pedestrian traffic lights on Fitzgerald
Street at the North Perth shopping plaza.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, wiln ever pray.

The petition bears 896 signatures and I centify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
(See petition No 66.)

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION AND AUDIT ACT
Report Tabling: Extension of Time

THE SPEAKER: I have been informed of the following ministerial approval for an
extension of time for the presentation of annual reports in accordance with the Financial
Administration and Audit Act --

The Minister for Labour, Productivity and Employment --

Annual Report of the Department of Services.
Annual Report of the Office of Industrial Relations.

The Minister for Agriculture --

1986-87 Annual Report of the Honey Pool of Western Australia.
1986-87 Annual Report of the Fisheries Department.
1986-87 Annual Report of the Herd Imnprovemient Service of Western
Australia

The Minister for Local Government --

Annual Report and Financial Statements of the. Local Government
Superannuation Board.
1987 Annual Report of the Trustees of the Pinnaroo Valley Memorial Park
Cemetery Board.

I table the relevant correspondence.
(See paper No 376.)

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL
Second Reading: Budget Debate

Debate resumed from 24 September.
MR TRENORDEN (Avon) [2.28 pm]: Unemployment remains the most serious issue
facing our community. For the last 15 years the unemployment rate has been in the vicinity
of seven per cent to 10 per cent. Before rte niid-1970s that level of unemployment would
have brought down any Government of the day. That is not the case any more, unfortunately.
Both Labor Party and coalition Goverrnents have presided over unemployment levels which
are totally unacceptable. It has never been a problem which can
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be simply explained in terms of Labor or coalition Governments. It remains a serious
problem notwithstanding the efforts put into seeking solutions by successive Ministers and a
large number of well-meaning people in the public and private sectors. I will use this
opportnity to put forward an idea which represents a different approach to the issue of
unemployment. I trust the Minister for Labour, Productivity and Employment will not
interpret my comments as an attack on him or the public sector agencies under his
jurisdiction. I hope he sees them as they are intended to be: A positive contribution to the
melting pot of ideas.
The member for Victoria Park told us what he saw on his recent trip to Sweden. It says a lot
about our different starting points that he should talk about Sweden and that I should be
interested in the problems that have been dealt with in the United Kingdom. To be fair,
neither he nor I put forward what we learned in both places as the Utopian ideal that should
be emulated in Western Australia. Both countries have significant internal problems, but
both have initiated measures to deal with some of the structural economic problems which
Australia also faces. Both can serve as working models in the implementation in Western
Australia of various policies to deal with our own problems.
As a rural member of Parliament, I am aware of the impact of the current economic
stringencies on communities outside the metropolitan area and the targeted regional
development areas. I do not begrudge any benefits that will go to centres such as Albany,
Bunbury, and Esperance. Indeed, I believe it is refreshing that this Government is prepared
to spend the wealth of this State on areas outside the metropolitan area. However, problems
of maintaining employment levels, and therefore populations of country communities, have
got worse. For example, my old stamping ground of Trayning has had a reduction of 40 per
cent in its population in the last two years. I am sure every member of the House agrees chat
that is not acceptable.
Mr Pearce: I can understand that with the current representation they have in this House.
Mr TRENORDEN: The Minister is part of a Government that is supposed to be representing
them.
Unemployment in country centres is a prohlem. We should be doing all we can to reverse the
trend of declining country communities. We should be basing the solution to the problem on
schemes being undertaken at present in the United Kingdom, Prance, and Holland. The
schemes have been adapted to suit local conditions in each of those countries.
I will raise four specific economic issues concerning my electorate. I will also advise
members of the remedial measures that have been applied in Eastern communities. Time
constraints will prevent me from providing anything other than a cursory averview of my
proposals. However, a written proposal has been given to the Minister and to the Liberal
Party spokesman on each issue. I will also give a copy of the proposal to any other interested
party.
When one is talking about development, it is important to begin with issues and areas that can
grow. In my electorate of Avon there are four such areas which will involve increased
employment and small business growth and development.
Thte SPEAKER: Order! There is a very real tendency -- members may not realise it from
where they sit -- for a large number of animated and noisy conversations to take place while a
member is speaking. For two reasons, that is not appropriate. It is unparliamentary and I
cannot hear, and I am sure Mansard is having difficulty hearing the member. We like other
members to listen to our speeches and we should afford them the same courtesy.
Mr TRENORDEN: The first area to which I wish to -refer is the racing industry. There are
four tracks within close proximity to my electorate and in which milions of dollars of capital
have already been invested. The Avon Valley is a good area for raising horses. Horses
agisted and bred in the area do well, mainly because of the good soil in the valley. Grass
tracks can be developed in the future for training. The tracks in my area are the closest rural
tracks to the metropolitan area- Most of the feed for homses also comes from the Avon
Valley. Chaff is even exported from the Avon Valley.
At this point I wish to praise the Minister for Racing and Gaming for her input into the task
force inquiring into the racing industry. I have met with that task force and have been
impressed with its deliberations and with the Minister's attitude in allowing it full rein in an
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attempt to solve the very vexing problems which are holding back a very viable industry.
The promotion and development of gallopers and trutters in my electorate have been held
back by vested interests in the clubs. Those people support their own interests, a natural
enough activity, but one which has no place in a growing industry, No single body is
responsible for the ongoing planning and coordination of the racing industry. That problem
needs to be addressed.

The industry is also being held back by Govenunent charges, including charges for water,
power, and telephone. One household in my electorate has been asked to pay $42 000 to
obtain water. How can people develop outside the metropolitan area if they have those sorts
of ongoing costs to cope with? All commercial costs in the south western division of this
State should be the same. I know many people will jump up and down and refer to the
subsidisation of costs and other issues. However, the Government of Switzerland has solved
the problem very well. The racing industry is also being held back by highly variable income
from the Totalisator Agency Board, an area being investigated by the task force. I believe it
will make an extremely acceptable recommendation in that regard. It is also being held back
by local government, which is doing nothing to attract this type of industry.

The second matter I wish to raise relates to education, and, in particular, Muresk College.
There is a huge need by rural people for improved access to further education. The time
available to me today will not allow me to go into this matter in detail. However, it is an
issue very close to my heart. Rural education and the progress of Muresk is being held back
by in-house university politics, an over-the-range mentality -- that is, it is out of sight,
therefore it is out of mind. It is also being held back by a lack of Federal funding, by the
apathy of country people in accepting the current position and by not arguing strongly
enough against it, by the lack of vision in education circles and at the school level by
teachers, parents, and guidance officers, and by the students themselves who do not
understand what is available to them in country institutions such as Muresk, and other
institutions at Kalgoorlie. Bunbury, and elsewhere.
The third matter I wish to raise relates to tourism. There are substantial opportunities for
tourist developments in my electorate. The Avon Valley is an hour and a half away from the
city for the slowest driver. However, tourism is being held back by the lack of venture
capital. I will enlarge on what the English have done in that regard later. The industry is still
finding its direction; it is a new industry in our State. It is being held back by a lack of
interstate and international tourists. Only seven per cent of tourists to this State come from
interstate and three per cent come from overseas. Of that three per cent, two per cent are
American sailors or people visiting relations in this State. That means that only one per cent
of visitors to this State are attracted to it by what is available here. Tourism is also held back
by international airlines restricting tickets and pushing their own centres. It was good to hear
the Federal Government is at last to take action on that issue. I read recently that
approximately 180 people were stranded in Singapore only a week or two ago. They had
been incorrectly informed by airlines that terminate in Singapore that they would have access
to ongoing flights to Australia.

Tourism to the Avon Valley is also being held back by the promotion of tourism as a regional
concept. The Avon Valley has very little in common with Moora, Wongan Hills, and other
centres surrounding it, because the Avon Valley is an attraction in its own right and should be
promoted as such.

The fourth and most important matter I wish to raise relates to firms servicing the agricultural
industry. I believe that there should be substantial growth in this industry. However, it is
being held back by costs that are loaded against country businesses -- that is, the costs [ spoke
about earlier, including telephone, water, and other Government charges. Other high costs
include on-wage costs for housing, a matter raised by the Australian Council of Trade Unions
with country employers. Travel costs, the fringe benefits tax, and other anti-country
measures are also retarding the development of country centres. The industry is being held
back by the lack of skills of country people, by the lack of business training, by the lack of
education, and by the lack of venture capital which I will talk about again a little later.

One could not exaggerate about the areas which have been ignored in the country by this
Goverfnent and past Governments and it is time the Governmuent addressed the situation. I
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know from my past occupation that all country towns are in need of plumbers, electricians,
mechanics, carpenters, electrical technicians, specialist farm workers, contractors and many
other tradesmen. Why are they not in the country towns? The answer is that they are from
time to time, but because of their lack of business knowledge they fail. I[will refer later to
detailed research that has been carried out in this area in England. In some cases if the areas
in which they operate are large enough they can survive and they receive a good income.
Many of these people are good tradesmen, but they are poor businessmen.

The answer is to create a regional centre which provides management and business support as
well as telephonists and secretaries. Under such a system the tradesman could operate his
business with the help of a manager and over a period of perhaps two or three years the
tradesman could learn to become a businessman. Such a system has worked in Europe.
Organisations, of this nature already exist in Northamn and Esperance, but they have a battle
because of the lack of finance and direction. A resource centre should be established to
provide ongoing informnation to country business. In England such information is available
from an organisation known as the Council for Small Industries in Rural Areas, or CoSIRA.

Local enterprise agencies lack community support because of the perception of what they are
trying to do. A State-wide promotion should be undertaken. They lack the freedom from the
dead hand of Government. Also, they lack encouragement from both State and Federal
departments. Government departments should be encouraged to adopt a positive attitude
towards these organisations and should ensure that they know what these enterprise agencies
do in the commnunity. They should help businesses in country towns to prosper and grow.
With such support wealth can be created for both State and Federal Governments. The
benefit to the State would be substantial and it would be at a very low cost.

In France the cost of running this type of organisation is approximately $115 000 per
organisation. The average budget for a boutique -- that is what they are called in France -- is
50 000 pounds sterling per annum. The budget is funded from four major sources: First, the
payment of fees provided by those who seek the help of the boutique; secondly, the payment
received in return for the training courses; thirdly, fees received from national and local
government sources -- that is, direct grants -- fourthly, other specified grants. I will quote
directly from the French experience as follows --

There exists a large number of young people who want to set up their own small
business, or to realise on projects of a social or cultural nature; there is a viable
relationship between Local Development, modern technology, small and medium
enterprises and 20-30-year-olds, the structure of forms of assistance and of follow-up
support are too formal and are insufficiently available, the need for business training
programmes and teaching resources remains strong and is largely unsatisfied.

That statement is applicable to Western Australia. At least France is doing something about
it. Governments in Australia must provide incentive as have the English, French and Dutch
Governments.

English research has found that the problems facing small business are the attraction of
finance, inadequate management time, inadequate business skills, gaining access to markets
and coping with administrative and legislative burdens. This research has already been
undertaken and the British Government has adopted several measures. It has offered
development loans over a period of 20 years, lending up to 70 per cent of the cost of the
project at variable interest rates with a surcharge of two and a half per cent above the bank
rate. Because it is venture capital and is, therefore, risky, the borrower pays two and a half
per cent more than the normal bank rate. Also the borrower has 20 years to repay the loan.
As a result, his yearly, monthly and weekly commitments are less substantial.

It is important to note that the two and a half per cent surcharge used to be higher but it has
been reduced because a better screening system has been introduced. The purpose of the
surcharge is to make provision for those people who become bankrupt. In England a
business expansion scheme operates whereby taxpayers can invest directly in unlisted
companies and they can claim a tax deduction of up to $A90 000. Many other schemes
operate in England, but I do not have the time to mention them all. The British Government
is constantly looking at ways to help small business to prosper-

The lack of management time is met by having the manager on call with his support staff;
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that is the secretary, receptionist, etc. The involvement of the manager is substantial, at first,
but as the small businessman's business skills and knowledge grow the involvement of the
manager decreases. They work as a ream.

Business skills in the rural area of Britain are provided by CoSIRA, but we do not have a
similar organisation operating in Western Australia. We need a special business unit in the
country with a staff of three or four to service each of the local enterprise groups which are
formed around the Stare. It would underrake research relating to small country business and
would provide seminars and structural courses. Those organisations which are already in
existence, such as the Small Business Advisory Council, could assist by providing field
officers.

The British Government has dealt with the matter of access to the market in its own way, but
in Australia the proposed unit to which [ have just referred could solicit the support of the
Western Australian Development Corporation to look at access to markers both externally
and internally. Problems associated with administrative and legislative burdens could be
solved by managerial courses. They could also be met by a special research unit that could
advise Government on what areas are stifling the activities of small business, particularly in
the country,

The British Government has assisted small business by adequately tackling the inflation rate
which is the number one enemy of any small business. Its record is well documented.
Taxation is a very important area. Since 1979 successive Budgets have included a large
number of measures to reduce the tax burden on small firms in terms of amounts payable and,
most importantly, the demands on the small businessman's time. In England the amount of
red rape has been substantially reduced. Small business in England submits fewer returns
than does small business in Australia. England is confronted with the same problems as
Australia, but the British Government is addressing them and the Australian Government is
not. S ince 1979 the small companies' rate of corporate taxation in England has been reduced
from 42 per cent to 27 per cent. That is what I call providing incentive.

Advice, information and training is provided to small business in England by the Council for
Small Industries in Rural Areas, which I have already mentioned. Over a few days I saw how
this organisation operated; it provides rural business with advice on local opportunities and
conditions, business management, marketing and technical marters, skill training, and
financial services including loans to attract new business or to top-up finance for business
from the private sector. CoSIRA undertakes the financial measures for these organisations.
Ir is a service for country areas, but this type of service is nor available in Western Australia.

A young enterprise system which provides support for young people who wish to set up their
own business operates in England. It encourages the channelling of support from large firms
to small firms to bring about an effective collaboration between large firms, small firms and
local enterprise agencies.

That is virtually unknown in Australia; there is no movement of information between those
bodies in Australia. It is very well promoted in England. They have a local enterprise
agency grants scheme, and that is where the funding comes from. The ultimate aim in
England is to establish a network of viable, self-supporting enterprise agencies and about 250
are now in existence. That number is growing rapidly.

Mr Peter Dowding: Are you aware of the ones we have established?

Mr TRENORDEN: Yes, I am aware of the one in Esperance, but I am talking about the
whole of Western Australia and of providing more support. In terms of business education
and training the people involved in the British scheme see a need for improvement of
management and business skills in order to promote efficiency and success. That is an
important issue and the things I have talked about are necessary to enable small country
businesses to promote their own efficiency and success and thus be able to employ and keep
people in country areas.

in Western Australia we need to create a small business institute, the cost of which would be
lower than the combined entertainment expenses of all the State Ministers on the front bench;
the cost would be mainimal. The aim of the institute would be to create opportunities in the
country, to bring people back to country towns. I have a couple of booklets which have been
prepared by the Development Commission for Rural England. One is titled "Action for
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Rural Enterprise -- A guide to the assistance available to businesses in rural areas of England
from the Government and other agencies". It contains 24 items and I will refer to just a few
of them because I do not have time to cover them all.

Under the heading "Premises" it states --

Premises are normally available for sale or rent, mostly on easy-in, easy-out terms. In
same cases rent-free periods are available.

There are plenty of empty business premises in country towns which the owners would be
very pleased for people to move into. Some of those premises have been vacant for a long
time.

Under the subtitle "Managed Workshops" it states --

In some areas, 'managed' or 'sheltered' workshops have been established by local
enterprise agencies and local authorities. The pattern varies but they usually offer, in
addition to the basic workshop units, some support in the form of advice, training and
secretarial or other common services.

That is the backbone of the proposal.

I will repeat myself in the area of finance because I believe this is a very important area. The
booklet refers to a loan guarantee scheme under which guarantees are provided for loans
from banks and financial institutions -- not from Government -- of amounts up to 75 000
pounds sterling. A business expansion scheme provides tax relief on equity investments on
unquoted companies extending the finance available to small firms; in other words, venture
capital is available from ordinary people prepared to invest in small business. That does not
happen in Australia. There is an enterprise allowance scheme which provides financial help
for unemployed people who want to become self-employed and start their own businesses.
The pamphlet refers to CoSIRA's offer in respect of loans, repayment periods of up to 20
years with commercial interest rates charged and a three per cent reduction for employment-
creating projects in priority areas; that is in areas that are particularly badly hit. Also local
authorities are involved in the financial area because there is teamwork in Europe, France and
the Netherlands where local government and all other Glovernments participate. Many
county and district councils provide financial packages to encourage small businesses to set
up or expand. That does not occur in Western Australia.

In the area of advice -- one of the key areas I wish to talk about -- it states that many parts of
the country are now covered by local enterprise agencies. As I said previously, there are now
250 such agencies. Under "Services Specific to Rural Areas" it states --

CoSIRA offers a comprehensive range of management technical advice for
manufacturing and service businesses throughout the rural areas of England, and
employs experts in fields such as management accountancy, production management,
marketing -- including participation for client firms in prestigious exhibitions.

Assistance given includes advice on finance, premises, production layout and
techniques, planning penrnission, business plans and help with prototype
development.

Can members imagine that kind of assistance being supplied in Western Australia? It is not
at the moment but it would be tremendous if it were available. The pamphlet also states --

CoSIRA can help you to present your case to a local planning authority for planning
permnission, or to your bank to help you in raising necessary finance.

-That is pant of the deal which CoSIRA offers and it is a key area. None of these things is
available in Western Australia in the correct and usable form for country businesses. In some
cases they are available to the city but not to the rural areas. The result is that the city is
expanding and business in the country areas is reducing.

In the area of training, the booklet refers to a number of national schemes: A youth training
scheme; on-the-job training for enterprise; training grants for employers; access to
information technology; a wider opportunities training programme for the employment of
older people; and open learning for people who change their learning direction -- that is,
those people who change direction after leaving school. Under the subheading "Rural
Enterprise" it states --
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Training for the owners and employees of rural. businesses is available at Technical
and Agricultural Colleges --

It is not available in Western Australia in those areas. It continues -
-- through courses organised by the Agricultural Training Board and by CoSIRA.
The subjects covered range from business management topics to manual skill training
(modem and traditional). In addition CoSIRA, the Agricultural Training Board and
Skills Centres can arrange training in selected subjects on the employer's premises.

That is a very important issue and again this facility is not available in Western Australia. It
could be made available quite cheaply. CoSLRA runs a series of grant-aided schemes for
young people in rural areas to provide basic skill training with a combination of on-the-job
and off-the-job tuition, typically over a period of two years. This can take place in sheltered
workshops, on site in local towns and regions.

On the subject of marketing it states --

Marketing is crucial to the success to any firm particularly a rural finn which is not
supplying a local market.

That is an obvious statement. The Western Australia Development Corporation could help in
that area. Under the heading "Manufacturing" it states --

The level of manufacturing activity in rural areas has been increasing, Rural areas are
particularly suitable for modem, high-value -added industries.

Have members ever heard that said about rural Western Australia? I never have. Under
"Service Industries" it states --

This sector spans a wide range of activities. These include office-based businesses.
high-tech businesses engaged in data processing or design, tourist and leisure
activities, as well as more traditional businesses supporting households and local
industry such as plumbers, builders, agricultural agencies and garages. The service
sector is extremely versatile, and by its nature is well suited to rural locations.

An obvious statement, but England has done something about keeping people in country
areas. Under the heading "Tourism and Leisure Pursuits" it states --

Tourism and leisure are growing industries which can play an important part in
diversifying the rural economy.

That is another obvious statement; it is as true in Western Australia as it is in England. Under
"Retail Business" -- this is a very important point -- it states --

CoSIRA also offers specialist advice to village shopkeepers on such items as stocking
policies, stock turnover, wholesale purchasing, merchandising, etc, as well as the
more generalised advice on business management available to all rurally based firms.

That information is not available to Western Australian country businesses. It is available to
businesses in the metropolitan area but not to those in the country.

Another interesting area is titled "Organic Farming". We have heard a little about organic
farming in this State in connection with our problems with meat. They say there is an
increasing demand for organically-grown food, which attracts a premium, especially
horticultural produce. There is a strong market also for additive-free meat. We would all
agree with that statement, considering our latest problems.

I saw another booklet when I was over there called "Private Enterprise Programme" - PEP for
short. It talks about the programmes and seminars available to English small business. I will.
read a few of the words on the inside cover --

PEP is a new series of one-day training seminars about business management skills
for the owners and managers of small farms. It has been developed by the MSC under
the Training for Enterprise Scheme.
PEP will provide answers to many of the problems that you face as an owner or
manager in the day to day running of your business.

Each PEP seminar has a reference book which you will take away at the end of the
day. It will be your continuing source of reference to help provide the answers to
your problems.
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PEP seminars will help you, whether you run an established business or have recently
set up and wish to develop and grow.

At PEP seminars you will meet people like yourself. They race or may have
overcome that pressing problem worrying you. PEP seminars give you the
opportunity to discuss your business problems with experienced tutors in a group
situation.

That is just not available in Western Australia, and it should be. The insurance industry,
which was my last occupation, afforded constant opportunities to meet other people in the
industry and talk about problems on a day-to-day basis. That should also be available for
small businesses-

The Private Enterprise Programme runs 13 courses, listed as marketing overhaul, selling
workshop, sales promotion workshop, finding new products, sources of finance,
bookkeeping, basic accounting, financial control, management growth, computers in
business, computerised accounting, employing people, and taxation. They list what can be
taught at these seminars. That sort of backup by way of both CoSIRA and the provision of
seminars is essential if we are to have a healthy small business industry in Western Australia,
particularly in the country areas.

I will go on to give an example of how the system works. In 1981 Philips Data Systems, a
subsidiary of the giant Philips company, closed production facilities in The Hague, and 500
people lost their jobs. In mid-1983 the first two years of a programme to replace these jobs
resulted in some 860 contacts being made, all representing possible projects in various stages
of preparation. An analysis of these projects based on the results of the first 18 months of
that promotion, are as follows: Of the 440 registered projects, a total of 180 fell away due to
initial discussion.

The remaining 260 projects fell into three main categories: First, those already implemented
by mid- 1983; secondly, those designated "A" or "B "-class projects, which were considered to
have a high chance of success but which necessitated furher work; thirdly, those designated
"C" and "D"-class projects, which in the team's judgment had a lower possibility of success,
but nevertheless remained subject to further work. There were 105 projects in the "C" and
"D"-class area, 67 in the "A" and "B"-class area and 88 already implemented by mid-1983, a
total of 260 projects. By December 1983 -- some six months later -- some 135 projects had
been started, and a total of 365 jobs had been recognised by the sponsor of the programme;
the rate of new job creation indicated that the project had gone ahead of its minimum target
of 300 by the end of 1985. The progranume was two years ahead of its target.
The type of people who came forward was interesting. The background of the entrepreneurs
who started small businesses in this area and participated in the programme was as follows:
43 had previously been unemployed; seven per cent had been bankrupt, 30 per cent had
expanded their businesses with the team's help, and the remaining 20 per cent had moved
from paid employment to becoming self-employed when setting up their own business. The
fact that 43 per cent came from the unemployed sector is a very substantial achievement.

The average age of these people was 38 -- and that is getting close to the scrap heap in terms
of finding a job. Disbursements from the job creation fund, as it was called, fell into four
main categories: 61 per cent went into market research; legal, fiscal and administration costs
amounted to 19 per cent; marketing advice, 12 per cent; and, credit guarantees, eight per cent.
It is interesting that 61 per cent of the expenses went into finding markets to place people.
The scheme works.

It was important to find existing vacant premises to start new bus 'inesses. That was found to
be a crucial part of the programme. Secondly, there is no question in the minds. of the people
running the programme that this approach can create new jobs. Thirdly, there is a strong
argument in favour of having one body, in this case a private company, acting as a focus for
local initiative.

The manner in which the people were involved in the enterprise agencies and how they were
remunerated were found to be important. The team members had a direct incentive to make
the project happen because their remuneration in part depended on it. To receive a ful
payment the project had to be implemented and to be comnmercially viable. That was an
important issue. The system had a very important influence on the job-creation process.
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Many members of the team identified the following key elements derived from this type of
approach: First, a careful screening of project ideas is necessary to promote those which
seem to make good commercial sense. Secondly, the management team should Possess a
very broad range of commercial and professional skills, as well as a substantial skill in
interpersonal communications and relationships. Thirdly, the individual brings forward an
idea, and the executive's job is to realise that idea and have the same interests at heart -- that
is, to get the project off the ground. This results in a very personal relationship developing
between these two, and that is important. In fact the executive is more than just a business
counsellor; he is a team member. Fourthly, part-payment of the job-creation team by results
is important for the sponsor of the programme -- in the case I put forward it would be the
Government -- since it is the method of judging results and how the system is progressing.
An article in British Business of 17 October 1986 confiuns that small businesses create new
jobs out of all proportion to their share of employment in the industry. Between 1982 and
1984, only very small finms with fewer than 20 employees were the net creators of jobs. All
other parts of the industry were net losers of jobs. The small business area, those farms
employing fewer than 20, created 250 000 more jobs than were lost.
In this State we have an urgent need to address the problem of unemployment. We have the
people with the will, England, France and the Netherlands have supplied a tried and true
method which we must adopt. I am aware that there are some dangers in seeking overseas
solutions to our problems, and I am also aware that the political opponents of the
Governments in those countries I have talked about will probably have a different view of the
schemes implemented in those countries. It will always be difficult to gauge success, because
people have different points of view, but I have seen the scheme in operation and it works.
The scheme has achieved a degree of success which has eluded the more conventional
methods of dealing with these problems. This sort of scheme would represent a radically
different approach to a problem which has been with us for far too long.
For that reason alone it is worthy of serious consideration. The fact that the schemes already
have results on the board makes their consideration even more sensible. The Minister spoke
about Geraldton. and Esperance, but that is only a start; a much higher profile is needed to
make those systems work.
As a rural member of Parliament, for me the most appealing aspect of the schemes is that
they are directed towards solving the sorts of problems experienced by communities in my
electorate and in the electorates of other members of Parliament. In that respect, a similar
scheme could be adapted for Western Australia so that unemployment is tackled where it
exists, rather than concentrating the available resources into targeted areas. The total cost to
the Goverrnment would be very low if this were done -- less than it currently spends. It
involves no empire building. Indeed, it re-establishes the principle that unemployment is a
problem which has to be addressed at the community level and not simply a problem that the
Government of the day should somehow magically fix.
I am sure I do not need to lecture members on the effects of unemployment, but I remind the
House of the simple reality that it is all too easy far those of us on the wrong side of 35 to
overlook unemployment and to regard full employment as the natural state of affairs, and the
present level of unemployment as an economic freak or somehow the fault of the
unemployed.
Mr Peter Dowding: How is that different from what has happened here in Western Australia?
Mr TRENOR DEN: The Minister should read the paper which was given to him.
Mr Peter Dowding: They are all the things that are happening.
Mr TRENORDEN: They are not.
Mr Peter Dowding: Have you checked to see what is happening?
Mr TRENORDEN: Yes. I do wish to finish my comments. Many of those who are under 35
years of age would scarcely understand what full employment is all about; most of them have
never seen it. If one sees the world through the eyes of thos younger people who have never
known full employment or job security, the world will look a lot different from through eyes
that have seen only relative comfort in terms of employment. Unemployment
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is a major social and individual problem. On top of this, we now have the accumulation of
the debilitating effects of long-term unemployment and all that does for the self-esteem of its
Victims.
The ideas I have canvassed here today are not the ultimate solution, the last word or the
blueprint for a Utopia of full employment; they are merely new doors to open in our
endeavours to get on top of this most difficult problem. I am happy to discuss these ideas
further with anybody who will listen, including the Minisrer -- because he is the person with
the hand on the tiller -- and I am keen to have informed comment on and critique of my point
of view. I am sure that everybody in this Chamber shares my view that unemployment must
be beaten. The unemployed youth, the housewife who cannot get back into the work force,
the redundant 45-year-old and the person who is reluctantly retired at 55. are not simple
stereotypes; these are people we meet every day in our role as members of Parliament. These
people all have one thing in common: They need to get back into the economic mainstream.
The proposal I have put before the House today is designed to do just that. I welcome any
comment on it.

MR WATT (Albany) [3. 15 pm]: I would like to use the time available to me in the Budget
debate to talk first about some matters of concern to the elderly and the retired and some of
our senior citizens, and then move on to talk about some matters of concern in my electorate.
In the book Budge: Outlook which accompanied the Treasurer's presentation of the Budget,
there is a paragraph on page 21 which reads --

To assist the senior citizens during the week, the Government is developing a senior
citizens card which will be available to all older Western Australians. The sum of
$ 100 000 is included in the family package for this initiative, which is expected to
assist senior citizens to obtain some pnivate sector concessions for recreational
activities.

I welcome that announcement by the Government. It has been the subject of a fairly intense
campaign by a group of people calling themselves the "Senior Citizens Concession Card
Committee," and they have researched their subject very well and have been fairly
responsible in their approach to it; they have commuunicated their point of view to both the
Governmnent and the Opposition.
While saying that I welcome the card proposal as announced, I also say that I am
disappointed that it does not go far enough. Members will notice that the last few words of
the paragraph I read referred to private sector concessions for recreational activity. I know it
is the aspiration of the group which has been campaigning for that card that it should go well
beyond that and not just be limited to private enterprise but also include a number of
Government concessions.
The Government has accepted the role of being responsible for issuing the card to those who
may be eligible to hold it. I think the intention broadly speaking is that people who have
qualified by reaching a certain age would be eligible to apply for a card. Senior citizens who
are age pensioners and who qualify for a health benefits card will have no need for this card
because the object of this exercise is to try to obtain for those people who receive their
income from private superannuation or from fixed incomes some of the benefits which are
already available to age pensioners, widowed pensioners, or pensioners in the conventional
sense of the word as we have come to understand it. In many cases people have been prudent
enough to rake out private insurance or private superannuation, and in other cases they have
taken out superannuation through their employment, and in many respects these people have
retired on incomes which give themn a substantially lower amount of disposal income than
those people who are on one of the pension schemes when combined with the benefits to
which they are entitled as holders of a health benefits card.
We say it is not good enough to simply issue the card and then expect private enterprise to
make it work. There are a number of areas where the Government ought to be able to come
to the parry immediately when the card is issued; for example, areas where charges are made
by the Government for entry into certain areas. Prom time to time exhibitions are held.
Theme was an exhibition recently at the Art Gallery, the Golden Summers Exhibition, which
was magnificent. Many people who were private superannuants or people who fit the
description that I have already given wanted to see that exhibition. I heard an example of
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one couple, who were pensioners, who visited that exhibition with another couple who were
not pensioners but who is fact had a lower disposable income than the pensioner couple. The
pensioner couple were admitted for half price; the other couple had to pay full price. That is
clearly an anomaly. There are many other areas of Government involvement, such as
theatres, and places like the Perth Zoo, where elderly folk like to go with their families.
One area where the card should be introduced imnmediately is in respect of public transport.
However. I would make the qualification that initially, if not permanently, it should be
restricted to off-peak periods. The buses will clearly continue to run, and for most of the time
they have few patrons aboard.

So it would make little difference -- [ think no difference at all -- to the cost of running that
service if that concession were extended to the people whom I have described. The same
applies to trains. The trains will continue to runi and they seem to have even fewer passengers
at off-peak periods than do the buses or the ferry services, and there will always be plenty of
room aboard them.

Another area of Government-mun buses where I am sure there would be plenty of room for
passengers is the Bunbury bus service, about which people facetiously make jokes about
playing "spot the passenger'. I must admit that during the few occasions on which I have
been down there in recent times [ have joined in that game. I have seen a lot of buses running
empty; I saw several running with one passenger;, and I did see one running with three people
aboard but they were school children going home after school.
The SPEAKER: Did you win the prize?

Mr WATT: I did not find out who was actually offering the prize.

Mr Bradshaw: Do you know what the definition of loneliness is?
Mr WAIT: [ think I might be able to guess.

Mr Bradshaw: A Bunbury city transit bus driver.

Mr WATT: I make the point that there is plenty of room on many of the Government-run
public transport services and it is an area where I believe the concession card should be made
available immediately to those who are eligible for concessional fares.

I recently had an opportunity to observe the experience of this type of activity in Canada and
I was a bit surprised, but pleased, to find that in Canada they do not have a senior citizens'
concession card but they do have a widely-accepted concession for all senior citizens. In
fact, they refer to them not as pensioners, or age pensioners, or senior citizens, but simply as
seniors. The term has rather a nice ring to it, and it is applied to all people over the age of 65
years. They do not have to produce any evidence of their age, or a card. In fact, if they
forget to mention they are seniors, in most places -- or those I observed anyway -- the person
collecting the cash asked people whether they were seniors and offered the discount, which I
think is very good.

I commend the Goverrnment for accepting the challenge of introducing the card, but ask it to
give serious consideration to looking at just how little it might cost to extend the range of
services available for holders of the senior citizens' concession card because, as I mentioned
before, there are many people on fixed incomes who are not pensioners but whose disposable
income is less than that available to pensioners.

I want also to ask the Government to look at the question of reciprocal concession
arrangements between Eastern States pensioners and Western Australian pensioners.
Recently I was approached by one of my constituents who had been to the Eastern States, and
he was able to tell me of a number of concessions that were available to him there, especially
on public transport, which are not available in Western Australia to pensioners who visit from
the Eastern States. I think we are all aware of the need to improve our tourist potential at
every opportuity and I believe that senior citizens do represent a quite considerable amount
of our tourist traffic and certainly a considerable amount of tourist potential. They certainly
have the time to travel, and while perhaps not all have as much money to spend on travel as
do working people, in many cases they are able to save and rake trips. So it is an area we
should look at seriously with a view to providing the same concessions for Eastern States
pensioners as the Eastern States make available to our pensioners.
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Another matter I wish to bring to the attention of the House is one chat was raised recently by
a retired bus driver who lives in Albany and who was travelling on his retirement by four-
wheel drive vehicle and caravan to the Eastern States. He had not been travelling for very
long when he had a number of frightening experiences with some large, heavy transport
vehicles passing him at high speed and travelling very close. As we all know, the suction
effect on caravans of chose big rigs can be pretty frightening. Somewhere across the
Nullarbor he was talking to a truck driver and raised this question with him, saying it was
pretty scary. The truck driver, who was very good, said, "Why don't you get a CB radio and
talk to some of the truck drivers when you see them coming, because there is a channel used
by all the truck drivens. I think you will get a better deal." The traveller smartly purchasd a
CB radio and found the advice was very good. The truck drivers gave him a better deal and
everything went very well until he had an experience, I think at the Goondiwindi Bridge,
somewhere near Moree in New South Wales. After having two trucks give way to him on
the bridge, another truck came thundering past him and chere was only an inch or two to
spare on either side. He thought his number was up and his time had come, but the truck got
past and went thundering off. On his CB radio the traveller said to the truck driver, "That
was not a very nice thing you just did." He told me he went out of his way not to be too
aggressive with his language, but after the conversation that ensued the truck driver slammed
on all his brakes, skidded to a halt, and blocked the road, and by the time this fellow had
stopped with his caravan the driver of the truck was coming back to meet him with a big iron
bar.
The SPEAKER: Was his name Wilson?
Mr WAIT: No. H-e was concerned for the safety of his wife and vehicle so he went out to
meet the truck driver and tried to discuss the matter with him. But the fellow was in no mood
for discussion, and took to him. The traveller grappled the iron bar off him but the truck
driver fought the alder chap to the ground and when he was about to kick his head the man
raised his arm and was kicked in the arm, and finished up with a broken arn.
I tell this story only to demonstrate that these things happen. I have asked around a little
since that time and it seems that truck drivers by and large are very good, very responsible,
and very considerate. As with every other thing in life, it is always the few who make it
difficult and give a bad name to the majority- But pensioners and senior citizens who
undertake this type of travel ought to be aware that there is a real danger with caravans and
trucks. More attention must be paid by the police to the antics of some of these cowboy truck
drivers, not the good ones. I have written to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
and suggested he might like to take the matter up with his ministerial colleagues at one of
their ministerial conferences in order to try to create a public awareness. At least to be
forewarned is to be forearmed.
I now canvass some issues of concern in my electorate, and I conmmence by commenting on
the latest unemployment figures which have been released. Nationally and in Western
Australia we are told there has been a drop in the level of unemployment -- a small drop, but
however small it is always welcome. I regret to say that the situation within my electorate is
still anything but good. In Albany Town the figures issued to 30 June showed that 21.2 per
cent of the work force is unemployed. That is perhaps not an accurate figure, to be fair,
because we have a total urban population which includes part of the Albany Town and part of
the Albany Shire. The shire has an unemployed work force of 14.2 per cent, and if we
average the two together it comes out at a little over 18 per cent -- still unacceptably high.
Trying still to be fair, it ought to be said that that figure is perhaps influenced upward by the
fact that the local abattoir was not at work at the time these figures were taken, and if one
made allowance for the fact that those people would normally be at work, the average
unemployment figure for the town and shire would still represent something in the order of
17 per cent, and in the town about 19.5 per cent. Those figures are still unacceptably high
and it is something whtich is of great concern to the community -- notwithstanding the fact
that the Commonwealth Employment Service, with which I discussed these figures, described
the period as having been a very buoyant one, where there had been over 700 jobs notified
and filled. The jobs that were available and filled were mainly in food processing and
retailing, so they are seasonal and fluctuating jobs and do not set any new directions for
employment, which is something about which the community is concerned.
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The member for Avon a few moments ago referred to the declining populations in rural
centres. It is true even of the larger centres such as Albany where people, particularly young
people are forced to leave the town because they are not able to get the sort of employment
they would like or employment at all, for that matter. In Albany, 33 per cent of those
unemployed are aged between 15 and 20 years; that is a very high proportion and causes
great concern in the comnmunity. I believe there is a need for some Government-sponsored
initiative with a high employment component to try to stimulate the local economy. When
one looks at the amount of building activity, for example, which is certainly helpful for the
building industry, one finds there has been very little to sustain the local building industry.
Indeed while the cottage building industry has remained reasonably steady, the number of
commercial builders who are now resident in Albany has fallen by approximately one half
over the last three to four years. Another one recently decided to leave town.

That point brings me to the "Albany Tomorrow" plan and what it might have achieved and
what the public expected of it. There is no doubt that Albany people held great hopes and
expectations for an improved economy wit the introduction of the programme. On one
occasion prior to the [986 election the Deputy Premier publicly predicted in Albany that the
"Albany Tomorrow" plan would produce 1 000 extra jobs in Albany. I am aware that we all
say things in the mood of an election that are slightly exaggerated, but I think that that
statement might have been more than slightly exaggerated. The regional development plan
system can be seen to be of dubious value. When the Government first announced its plan
for Bunbury -- the "Bunbury 2000" programme -- I argued against the concept. I have
always argued that it is more fair to have an even-handed approach to the treatment of the
regions and that each region was entitled to a share of the Govemnment cake. However the
ALP said that its proposal was to serve the needs of one region at a time and to do it a little
better. While the Bunbury plan was a very clever piece of packaging and marketing both the
Minister for The South West -- previously the Minister for Regional Development -- and the
Chairman of the South West Development Authority, Doctor Manea, said publicly that the
"Bunbury 2000" plan was largely a collection of existing initiatives, which were created by
the previous Government and which were put together in a package the public found
attractive. However the Albany plan was to be the second such plan and 1, for one, held great
hopes that it was going to do something good for Albany. Although the Great Southemn
Development Authority has been established, there really has been little that we can get
excited about as a result of that.

The board of the development authority and the authority's members themselves are doing a
good job, but the staff of the authority are hampered by a lack of capital commitment, of
funds to embark on some of the sorts of projects that were talked about in the "Albany
Tomorrow" plan. Many promises were made but there has been no tangible evidence of
those things starting to happen. I know there have been committees, studies and
consultancies, to which I will refer in a moment, but although the Government's approach
was to have the regional plans implemented one at a time -- Bunbury during its first term;
Albany supposedly during its second term -- Geraldton, for example, seems to have done
fairly nicely, although it has no regional plan. It managed to get a very fine cultural centre, of
which that community can be very proud. No commitment was given in Geraldton about its
rail marshalling yards being moved, like the commitment given in Albany. Albany has a
study looking into what might happen there but the commitment was made in Geraldton, and
it seems to be up and running.

Mr Cash: Albany has a very good, diligent, hard-working member.

Mr WATT: I suppose being a realist in politics one could also acknowledge that the member
for Geraldton did get something of an electoral fright at the last State election. My mind
tured to those cynics within the Labor Parry who used to have a little catchcry about the
member for Dale's seat; they used to say that it was to "Save Cyril's seat". [ suppose one
could say that what is going on in Geraldton could be described as "Clinch Canr's
constituency".

A fairly large office block has also been built in Geraldton under the auspices of the State
Government Insurance Corporation. Again, an office block was promised for Albany, but
nothing happened. On 16 September I asked a question in this place which read as follows --

What land purchases are planned for the Albany region in 1987-88?
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The reply to that was that the Minister would reply to the question as soon as the information
was compiled. I do not know how long one has to wait for that sort of information to become
available; I would not have thought it was a terribly difficult question to answer. I wonder
whether there is not something the Government does not want to tell me. Why should
questions like that have to sit for so long unanswered? Quite frankly the purpose of asking
the question was to get a better appreciation of what was happening, for the very purpose of
using it in this debate.
Mr Car: It is a matter of contacting a large number of Government agencies that deal in
land, just to make sure that the answers you are given are accurate.

Mr WAflr: I find the Minister's explanation unacceptable. I asked the question some weeks
ago and while I obviously want an accurate answer, I would be very surprised indeed if either
the Great Southern Development Authority or the Department of Regional Development did
not have a pretty good idea of just what land is proposed to be purchased.

Theme is also a section of the Public Service Board which deals with land purchases and has a
good idea of what is going on. I would have been happy to receive a clear reply saying, "We
know this much, but there may be more." Either way I find that brush-off type of answer
unacceptable, and it typifies what is provided to members of the Opposition with so many
questions that are asked.

Bunbury got its office tower, which was far more than Bunibury needed, and the Government
leased that office accommodation at fairly high rentals. It has not been filled. There is
concern in Bunbury among private office accommodation owners that as leases expire they
will be left holding the baby with nobody to occupy their premises. At the same time
Government office accommodation is in short supply in Albany. Quite a number of
Government departments or offices are almost playing musical offices; they are being moved
from one place to another, and each time expense is involved. There was a promise in the
"Albany Tomorrow" commitment that an office block would be built in Albany. I do not
know whether it is to be built by the Government and owned by the State or whether the
Government will do as it did in Bunbuiy and negotiate with a private developer to build the
accommodation. I would be just as happy with the latter. By the end of this Budget period it
will be nearly two and a half years since the last State election, and still little of this
commitment has been met.

I asked a question in Parliament on 16 September as to whether the Minister would list the
achievements of the "Albany Tomorrow" programme and what he saw as its goals for the
next finiancial year. He produced a list of 15 items, some of which I accept as being
achieved, such as the establishment of the Great Southern Development Authority. However,
the second achievement listed is the establishment of an advisory committee to the authority.
I do not see that as a significant achievement. An advisory commnittee was in operation
before; all this amounts to is a change of name.

One of the things I commend the Government for is keeping its commitment to purchase a
suitable piece of land for new industries. We are probably all disappointed at what has gone
on with that piece of land, and I am sure the Minister would share my disappointment and
that of local people. It seems to be fraught with argument about environmental issues. The
first potential industry that considered using that piece of land was a tannery, and after
months of negotiations a report eventually came out which suggested there were
environmental problems, and by then the cost of establishing the industry had risen to about
three times the original estimate, and the proposal was given away.

There are many other things in the answer given about the Government's achievements in
respect of the "Albany Tomorrow" programme, such as the provision of additional tertiary
places through the Great Southern Regional College of TAPE. I have a question on notice
tomorrow to finid out how many extra places have been provided. I do not think there have
been too many. Certainly at the start of this year I discussed the matter with the college and
they were not aware of any new places being made available then.

The Government also talked about updating and upgrading the region's geological data. I
used to attend the Great Southern Development Advisory Committee meeting every quarter,
and that has been an ongoing thing every year. That committee had a strong interest in the
development of the region's mineral resources, and with the cooperation of a number of
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people an upgraded map was tabled at every meeting to show what the latest geological data
contained. I do not think that claim is of much consequence at all.
The Government also claimed as an achievement the establishmnent of the Great Southern
Tourism Directorate to promote the region's tourism. The next item referred to the funding
of a marketing plan. The directorate is something I welcome, but chat decision was made at a
local think-tank meeting at which all the tourism and local authority interests and people
participating in the tourism industry at any level were present. It was a unanimous decision
at that meeting that the very fragmented effort in the tourism industry should be combined
into one directorate and all the funds channelled into that directorate so there was a combined
attack on the problem rather than fragmented efforts which spent a few dollars here and there
and promoted their own pamphlets and advertising and achieved very little.

All the amounts of money allocated in this year's Loan Budget for the Albany region add up
to about $6.5 million, but $3.3 million of that is for improvements to the regional prison,
which is almost completed, and about $240 000 is for the purchase of Valencia Lodge which
is intended as residential accommodation for the Great Southern Regional College. That was
purchased last financial year and the amount in this Budget is to pay for it. Another $800 000
is for the refurbishing of the hospital, and that is almost finished; $54 000 is for navigational
aids, and $1.3 million is for the Albany district water supply. That is an ongoing thing;. every
region has approximately that amount allocated every year. Only $93 000 has been allocated
for sewerage works, which is a bit surprising because that figure is much lower than in recent
years. I wonder why that is so and whether that reduction in the amount available for
spending on sewerage works involves the loss of some jobs.

Another $500 000 is for Westrail to purchase a locomotive and wagon depot, but that was
purchased last year as well and this is to pay for it. The Albany Fort Authority has minor
works totalling $100 000; and one other item which I am pleased about is $50 000 for the
commencement of a building at the museum in which to display the optic from the former
Eclipse Island lighthouse. I was one who played a part in securing that light for Albany
about 10 years ago, and I have been endeavouring to have funds allocated for it ever since, so
I am pleased that at last something is being done. I understand some pressure was applied
from the Eastern States to return that light to the Eastern States because of a commitment
given or a condition made at the time the light was granted to Albany that it must be housed
within two years. We are somewhat late, but I am pleased someone has held a gun at the
Government's head and that some work is being done.

There is no mention in any of the Budget papers of some of the works I believe should be
done in this financial year. One of the commitments. in the "Albany Tomorrow" project was
for a breakwater to form the basis of a boat harbour within the area of Town Jetty.

Some of the storms which occur in the area from time to time can be fairly severe and they
cause a considerable amount of damage to local boats. It has been suggested to me that the
Government was proposing to supply some sort of floating breakwater which would have to
be moored and taken from the water annually to be antifonuled, restored, and returned to the
water. [ certainly hope that that is not a serious proposition. Quite franly, if limited fuinds
are available I would like to see a start made on the breakwater. This could be done only if
$100 000 or $300 000 were available each year -- this amount could be allocated until such
time as the work was completed. Once the breakwater is built and provides a safe haven for
boats the facilities can be provided as needed. They do not have to be completed all at once.

Funds have not been allocated in the Budget for the relocation of the railway yards, although
a study is to be undertaken. I am not aware of any funds being allocated to purchase land for
Government offices. [ do not know whether the Government intends to build offices or
whether it is negotiating with private enterprise to build them.
Another area about which I am particularly concemned and have made representation to the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services is the police licensing centre in Albany. The
licensing centre is situated in Sandford Road and has been established in a small brick house
which has been converted for this purpose. It is entirely inadequate during busy periods, such
as lunch hours, and people queue in the open. In the middle of winter and on a rainy day
there is not enough room for the people to queue within the building. The area of land which
the licensing centre occupies is too small to accommodate large trucks and they have to be
inspected and tested in the street, which is very narrow. The situation is unsatisfactory
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mnd I have put forward a proposal to the Minister that the entire centre be relocated. My
preference for this relocation is a building in Chester Pass Road and which was formerly the
shire council office. It is situated on plenty of land and it is a much better site than the
existing one. The proposed site is situated on a road which is used by road trains which cart
grain through the town and if the licensing centre were relocated to this site the road trains
could be inspected on .the site without inconveniencing the traffic flow. The office
accommodation in the existing licensing centre is absolutely disgraceful and I hope this
matter will be treated as urgent. The situation is worse than the office accommodation in
Parliament House. Computers are placed on chairs and everything is stacked on the floor. It
is lie a rabbit warren. The standard of accommodation and the conditions under which the
office staff work are completely unacceptable.

Mr Cash: It also creates a dangerous traffic situation.

Mr- WATT: I have already mentioned the situation as far as the trucks are concerned -- the
member for Mt Lawley is quite right. In my opinion the Police Department is the
Government department in Albany which is most in need of better office accommodation.
The way to go is for the district off ice to be relocated out of the police station. It would free
up some of the accommodation within the existing police budlding for other police work and
would allow the regional office, which has a different role from dealing with the general day-
to-day police work, to have a separate presence and it would be only a phone call from the
police station. It would probably be the best means of overcoming the severe shortage of
police accommodation in the police station. One option could be for the traffic office to be
relocated in the same area as the licensing centre, but that is not an option I prefer.

I mentioned that by the time this Budget has reached the end of its period -- that is, 30 June
1988 -- it will have been two years and four months since the last election. During that
election campaign the Government made a lot of commitments and people were assured that
"Albany Tomorrow" was not conditional on the Government winning the seat of Albany.
People can be excused for believing that the Governent has not kept the commitment it
gave. Because it did not win the election in Albany, it has gone soft on its commitment. I
call on the Government to lift its game in respect of "Albany Tomorrow" and to provide
tangible development, particularly in areas which will pmovide employment opportunities for
young people. There is no question that Albany has one of the worst unemployment records
in the State and that it has a sufficiently bad record to wan-ant immediate action. The
Government should be looking for ways to stimulate the local economy and employment
opportunities for young people.
A problem exists with the number of beds which are available at the regional hospital.
Recently I received a letter from an elderly woman who resides at Lake Grace. She was
scheduled for a hip replacement operation, for the second time, and when she arrived at the
hospital to be admitted she was told that no bed was available for her. It was a tremendously
distressing situation for her. It causes many problems for people who fund themselves in that
situation. The situation should be looked at closely. I will not enlarge on this matter because
the letter I received was a copy of a letter sent to the Director of Nursing at the Albany
Regional Hospital. I understand that a copy of the letter was forwarded to the Minister for
Health.

I mention briefly the situation regarding the beef industry and the problem created by the
existence of chemical residues within the fat of beef. The beef industry is very important to
the Albany region, as it is in the south west generally. There are a number of farmers in the
region who grow beef and the presence of the local cattle sales means that Albany has a more
than passing interest in that industry. I point out that it has now been shown that many
farmers have had their farms quarantined even though they have never used the poisons
which have caused the problem. It has been ascertained that the poisons have been applied to
power poles by the State Energy Commission and have been used in railway reserves. The
Government has a responsibility to assist financially those farmers who have been affected in
that way. The only solution is for the poles in the affected areas to be fenced off. I hope that
the Government will accept the responsibility and provide financial assistance to the farmers
concerned.

MR BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [3.59 pm]: Like the member for Albany I am very
concerned about the pesticide residue problem which exists in Western Australia. I do not
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believe that the Government has taken this matter seriously. Currently about 90 farms have
been quarantined because of the pesticide residues detected in animals. The Government has
engaged in a lot of rhetoric about what it is doing in regard to this problem, but it is short on
performance. The Government has said that it will provide $600 000 to speed up the testing
of soils and animals, to allow farms to come out of quarantine as soon as possible rather than
for the farmers to find out which paddocks have the pesticide in them and also which cattle
are infected by the pesticide.

That $600 000 is not there at all. Only $460 000 was allocated in the Budget. I asked the
Minister where the difference was, and he said the rest would be in next year's Budget. That
is 12 months down the track. That brings it down to $460 000, which is $140 000 short of
the $600 000 promised. Then $200 000 of that is going to buying back the rest of the
pesticides in the marketplace, and the amount comes down to $260 000. This is chickenfeed
compared to the mammoth problem, considering the fact many farms are under quarantine or
suspected of having excessive levels of pesticides on them. We must allocate a reasonable
amount of money and expertise to this important area. I am not critical of the Agricultural
Department; it has done what it can with its limited resources. The Government allocated
$580 000 to the racing industry to set up a section to detect illegal drugs in racehorses. That
shows where the Government's priorities lie.

Mr Thomas: You are not seriously suggesting the Minister for Agriculture has not done a
good job?

Mr BRADSHAW: [ certainly am. That is what I amn saying -- that $260 000 went into
pesticide testing, and that is chickenfeed. The Minister runs around saying he has given
$600 000 when he has given only $260 000, because $200 000 from the pesticide buy-back

came from the Federal Government. I have been telephoned by farmers saying they put in
their soil tests eight weeks ago and they still have not had results. Another fellow rang me
up. HeI sent in some soil tests and rang the laboratory to find the results. They said, "We
have a whole heap of horse tests before you; you will have to wait." The fact that no
differentiation is made between the horse racing industry and the fanmers who are under
quarantine is serious. Clearly the farrmers are in a different situation. They cannot sell any
stock until they get their farms out of quarantine. Their feed will start to run out now that we
are coming towards the end of winter, and this is the peak time for selling off beef to reduce
the herds before the feed cuts out. The farmers will either have to buy fodder or shoot their
cattle. The Minister does not seem to understand the heartache many of these farmers in the
south west and the great southern are going through.

Mr Cowan interjected.

Mr BRADSHAW: That is also limited, but $260 000 is chickenfeed. The Department of
Agriculture wants another three veterinary surgeons to do on-farm testing and has applied to
the cattle compensation fund. If the Department of Agriculture wants another three vets on a
short-term basis it should have had them immediately and not had to apply to a compensation
fund which may knock it back. It could be weeks before the department receives a reply. It
is ridiculous that the Government has not responded in the correct manner so that these
farmners can get out of quarantine as soon as possible.

The only way these farmers will get out of quarantine is to have all the paddocks tested for
residues, and also carry out on-farm testing of their cattle so that they know whether they are
over the limit. This Government has been long on rhetoric but short on performuance. I am
disappointed it has not taken the matter more seriously.

I am also extremely disappointed about the lack of funding to the talking book library for the
Association for the Blind of Western Australia. I had the privilege earlier this year of
inspecting the library, and I was amazed to see how many talking books are borrowed every
day. Two or three people spend their time servicing tapes in and out. Volunteers go in each
day to put the books on to tape. It takes two people, one to speak or read the story and the
other to monitor progress so that it goes on to the tape correctly. I cannot remember exactly
how many tapes go out every week, but the number is astronomical. Perhaps this is the only
form of entertainment for many of these people with reduced sight, and the library is a great
asset. The Government currently gives $21 million to Westemn Australian libraries, yet this
year not one cent went to the talking book library, which fulfils a great need in our society. It
is incredible U~at the Government has not given one cent towards this great service. It may
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be that this is as a result of the bad publicity which the Association for the Blind of Western
Australia had earlier this year. I do not know the reason behind the Government's attitude,
but if that service disappeared from Western Australia and the State library took it on, it
would cost a fortune. I think it costs something in the vicinity of $585 000 to run the
association's library.
The Federal Government does the right thing, because it provides free postage on tapes
coming in and out of the association. Obviously, the Federal Government takes the matter
seriously and is prepared to do its bit to help those disadvantaged people in society.
It camne to my notice today that the Government has decided to step in and get rid of the
mothercraft nursing course at Ngal-a. This course has been going for 28 years and has played
a great role in our society; a role which should continue. For some reason this Government
has had this nursing course in its sights for about three years. Two or three years ago the
number of trainee nurses was reduced. There was an investigation the results of which are
now out. There are virtually no unemployed mothercraft nurses. In other words, those who
are trained by Ngal-a go out into the community and are snapped up in various positions,
cither looking after children in homes or in day care centres, and I am surprised thai the
Government has gone out of its way to get rid of this marvellous course.
TAFE awards child care certificates. Those graduates will probably tend to fill the gap left as
a result of the Governent axing the niothercraft nursing course, but we are looking at a
different situation in the sense that those people will be more highly qualified. I am not
convinced that that higher qualification is necessary for looking after young children. It will
cost more to employ those nurses or graduates, and I am not convinced that this is a step in
the right direction. A couple of years ago mothercraft nursing was transferred from the
Department of Health to the Department of Community Services, and for some reason that
department decided the mnothercraft nursing course was not necessary. Mothercraft nursing is
not necessarily a health matter, but morhercraft nurses help mothers to rear children and give
them advice if the mothers are not mentally stable, or if they are experiencing problems and
are not sure how to bring up their children. Health problems can arise as a result of
neglecting such situations, so obviously mothercrafl nursing is a health matter.
I am extremely disappointed that the course will disappear when the current batch of trainees
finishes in 18 months.
A couple of weeks ago I had the privilege of attending the opening of Mental Health Week.
More publicity needs to be given to people suffering from psychiatric problems. In the past
the problem has been hidden away because nobody wants to know about it. At that opening
Dr Harry Blackmore, who works in the field of psychiatric services, outlined a run-down on
the changes that have occurred over the last 20 years. It is interesting to note that until 20
years ago virtually everyone suffering from psychiatric problems was classified as insane and
kept in what were then called lunatic asylums. Since then, people have been slotted into
different categories. Because someone is mentally or intellectually handicapped they do not
necessarily suffer from psychiatric disorders; they are just not as bright as other people.
People with alcohol problems were often put into mental institutions in the old days. That
has been changed and they are now treated in different ways. The interesting changes which
Dr Blackmore talked about has led to a reduction in the number of inates in places like
Graylands Hospital.
It is very important that more people are made aware of problems associated with psychiatric
illness. Because these problems have been hidden away in the past a lot of people are quite
frightened of them. It is often assumed that psychiatric patients are dangerous. In some cases
they certainly are, but those people are generally kept under surveillance or in institutions
where they cannot do any harm to the public.
It is important that projects like Mental Health Week are promoted to make people more
aware of the problems within our society. More care and, perhaps, more empathy can be
given to those people with psychiatric problems and their famnilies.
It was interesting to note that, in the run-up to the Federal election, the Federal Govenrment
recognised the fact that we have waiting lists for elective surgery at public teaching hospitals.
The Government allocated $25 million to help reduce those waiting lists in public teaching
hospitals throughout Australia. That amount is to be matched dollar for dollar by the States.
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What is needed is to identify the cause of the problem -- not throw money at it and hope it
will go away. Probably one of the reasons why the Labor Party came up with this money is
that it is acutely aware of the waiting lists and thought it would be a good idea to appear to be
trying to do something about it. The Labor Party needs to get down to the nitty gritty and
identify the cause. That is not very difficult. We told them what problems to expect when
Medicare was introduced. The $25 milion, if it is taken up by the States, will probably
reduce the waiting lists very little.

I recently asked the Minister for Health:

(1) Will the State Government match the Federal Government offer to reduce waiting
lists for elective surgery in Western Australia?

(2) If yes, how much money will be available?

(3) How will this money be spent?

(4) What effect is this expected to achieve in reducing the number of patients waiting
for elective surgery?

The Minister replied:

(1) The Health Department is currently negotiating with the Commonwealth
Government concerning financial assistance available to reduce waiting lists.

(2) to (4) See (1).
That is mumbo jumbo. One wonders how dinkumn the State Government or the Federal
Government are when they have to negotiate how to reduce these waiting lists.

If it were a matter of the Federal Gokvernment handing over the money, as this State accounts
for eight to 10 per cent of the Australian population, we would probably receive about $2.5
million, and the State Government would have to match that. It was also interesting to see
that our own State Budget made no mention of money going towards that dollar-for-dollar
basis. I repeat, how dinkwrn are they to reduce these waiting lists in teaching hospitals?

Costs have risen under Medicare, as predicted. We now have a situation where even though
costs are rising at an astronomical rate under Medicare and the Federal Health Budget,
services and returns on rebates are being reduced. In other words, apart from the fact that
costs are blowing out, patients are paying more and the State Government is also picking up
part of the tab.

The Australian of 16 September 1987 in an article headed "Excessive Medicare Use Forces
Up Costs" said:

The rising cost of health care has been partially blamed by the Treasury on excessive
use by Medicare patients of health services.

Further on, the article continues --

For general practitioners the Medicare payments, which reflect to a certain degree
incomes, have risen below the inflation rate. GPs were also hit hard by the drop in the
after-hours rebate, announced in the May economic statement. This forced the virtual
closure of many NSW casualty services.

The States were left to pick up the pieces by offering the doctors more money from
their own funds.

The Federal Government is trying to opt out of its responsibilities and leave the State to pay
the bill.

Other services have been reduced since the introduction of Medicare. For example, the
rebate to private patients for beds in private hospitals has been reduced. These changes took
effect from 1st August. Rebates for X-rays taken by GPs were cut by 10 per cent. Rebates
for a CT scan were cut by 22 per cent. Rebates for visits to a GP? between 8.00 pmn and
8.00 am were cut by 40 per cent. A limit of three visits to some special ists and rebates for
subsequent visits were cut by 40 per cent. Patients who get contact lenses from a specialist
will receive a rebate only if they can prove the lenses were medically necessary. I do not
know whether that means they have to prove they will lose their sight if they do not get
contact lenses, if they need contact lenses, or whether they cannot see without contact lenses.
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Rebates for cataract services were reduced. There are no benefits for the removal of skin
cancers and warts carried out by G1's.

It is obvious that the Federal Government is trying to contain the increase in Medicare costs
by placing more responsibility for costs on the patients themselves. This is scandalous. We
were promised in 1983 that when Medicare started in 1984 it would provide more services at
a lower cost. It is absolutely ridiculous. People in the community who believe that the one
and a quarter per cent that they pay through their taxes covers Medicare, should have another
think. The figure should be closer to five per cent for Medicare considering that the one and
a quarter per cent brings in only about $2 billion and $8 billion is needed to run the health
services in Australia.

I refer now to the Bunbury Regional Hospital, which has done a fantastic job for the 25 years
it has been in existence in the south west. Unfortunately it has not had a lot of capital works
carried out on it in that time, if any. Despite that it has carried out its function at a high level
of competence and expertise due to the staff who work there, but it is getting to a stage now
where capital works do need to be done. It needs upgrading and expanding because the
hospital is working to capacity. The population has grown dramatically in the last 25 years
and because of that growth the hospital needs to be expanded by a day care centre and a day
hospital. Probably a day hospital would be the way to go, so that we do not have to put more
acute beds into the hospital. People can have day surgery, which means they go in and out in
the same day. It is a modem trend, and will help keep down the costs of running the hospital.

The allied services provided by that hospital are lacking, and in this day and age people
expect much better services in the way of rehabilitation of stroke and accident victims. As
well, the psychiatric services at the Bunbury Regional Hospital are housed in a transportable
building hidden out the back and patients going in there lack privacy because the walls are
paper thin. It is timne the hospital was extended to accommodate areas such as psychiatric
services and other associated services such As physiotherapy, speech therapy, and others
taken for granted nowadays. Currently these services are offered at the Bunbury Regional
Hospital but are carried out in cramped and unsuitable quarters.

The Harris River Dam project has been given the go-ahead by the State Government,
although I believe the Federal Government made an election promise to take this matter up.
However, the farmers in the Collie irrigation district are disappointed because the
Government decided on the smaller damn which will provide fresh water only to the great
southern area, basically. I am certainly not knocking the fact that the darn will be built
because farmers in the great southern need the water. Currently they are using the
Wellington Weir water, which is rather salty these days. In fact, it runs at over 1 000 parts
per million, and anyone who has tasted water that salty will know it is fairly unpalatable and
devastating to gardens. When I became the member for Murray-Wellington the Australind
area was suffering the same problem with the water they were being provided with. The
people there lost ferns and other plants in their gardens, not to mention having to endure the
taste of the cups of coffee and tea they made with the water. They used to cart rainwater
from out of town for drinking purposes and perhaps for their gardens if they wanted to keep
certain plants alive. So I am aware of the problem and am not knocking the fact that the
Harris River Dam is going to be built; I felt it should have been the larger darn the farmers in
the Collie irrigation district wanted so that they could shandy down the water they get from
the Wellington Darn. The pasture does not grow as well with salty water. That water does
keep it alive but the pasture does not flourish as it would if the water were less salty.

The problem with the Wellington Dam is that the salt content is rising at a greater rate each
year. It is predicted that by the year 2005 the water will not be suitable for irrigation, nor for
drinking. So the fact that the Government did not agree to build the larger damn is a blow to
the people in that area, and I am not sure why that decision was made. Apparently the larger
dam would not have cost very much more. It could have been the fact that more l and would
have gone under water and perhaps more compensation would have been required for the
farmers who owned the land.

A commuittee was set up by the Minister for Water Resources, comprising farmers and
delegates from the Water Authority of Western Australia, to try to come up with the dam that
would be best. That committee never ever came to a final agreement so the Minister decided
in the end that he would build a small darn, which is quite unsatisfactory to the people who
are supplied with water for irrigation from the Wellington Darn.
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A couple of weeks ago I had the privilege of attending Fremantle Hospital's rmnal graduation
of registered nurses. It was a great night, although a little sad because it was the final
graduation ceremony for registered nurses from the Fremantle Hospital. Registered nurses
will no longer be hospital based for their training but will go through the tertiary institutions.
It is debatable whether that is good or bad. For the final graduation, Fremantle Hospital put
on a pageant showing the history of the hospital, which has been operating for about 90
years, and the various period nursing uniforms. It was put together by Sister Margaret
Lancaster who did an excellent job; I congratulate her for the work she did. Not only did she
put the pageant together, but also she did the narration on the night. The pageant was a great
spectacle. A lot of the old nurses from that hospital came back for the night and it was
certainly a night to remember.
I refer now to the Budget. I was very disappointed that the Government did nor make an
allowance for Technical and Further Education in the Mandurah-Murray area. This area is
growing at a rapid rate, not only in terms of population but also in terms of industry. Several
new plants are under investigation and possibly will be built, although it was also
disappointing to hear recently that the charcoal plant which was to be built in the Pinjarra
area is now to be sited in the Bunbury region. Although that is good for the South west it is
disappointing from the Shire of Murray's point of view, as that shire did its best to help the
proponents of the charcoal plant to find a site. I know the shire did a lot of work in that area.
But other industries are coming to the area, with the gallium plant and the proposed monazite
plant.

Mr Brian Burke: How do all these projects tally with the accusation so often flung at us from
your side that we have not achieved any development of this sort?

Mr BRADSHAW: These are only just coming to fruition. The Treasurer should tell me what
his Government has achieved with "Bunbury 2000" that has really got off the ground down in
the Bunbury area.

Mr Brian Burke: The growth in employment in the Bunbury area is faster than in the
metropolitan area and the growth in population is much quicker in Bunbury and its region
than in Perth. So they are important things.
Mr BRADSHAW. They are very important; f agree with that but I still do not think it was
the "Bunbury 2000" plan that did it. I thinkc it would have been a natural occurrence anyway
because the south west is a growth area. The member for Albany was just talking about the
Albany region and saying it has a very high unemployment level and is a depressed region,
for some reason or another, whereas the south west has always been fairly vital. Certainly the
Governiment has not attracted any major projects to the south west.

Mr Brian Burke: The redevelopment in the city centre is a major project.

Mr BR.ADSHIAW: Yes it is, but there is still a lot of Government money going into propping
it up.
Mr Brian Burke: No, we have apparently just let a contract for $22 million.

Mr BRADSHAW: That is a great thing and I agree with what the Government has done in
removing the railway station. It is looking a lot better.
Mr Brian Burke: And the hotel? We did not pay for the John Forrest Hotel.

Mr BRADSHAW: No, but the high-rise building is taking a lot of Government money, and
the Treasurer knows it is only half ful.
Mr Brian Burke: It is more than half full. I was down there the other day. But in addition to
that, the hotel came as well. What a boon the hotel is.
Mr BRADSHAW: It is a great asset to the south west; there is no question of that. Tourism
is a growth area for the south west and it will grow regardless of the efforts of the
Governent, because private enterprise people will always be there pushing their barrow.
The Margaret River area is becoming better known all the time and more people are wanting
to spend time there, so obviously we will see developments there also.

Coming back to the Murray-Wellington area, I support the idea of establishing a technical
and further education centre in the region. The closest facility is presently in Rockcinghanm,
but people in Pinjarra have difficulty getting there as there is no bus service between Pinjarra
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and Mandurab. A bus service runs between Mandurab and Rockingham, but it is still very
difficult for people in Pinjarra to get across to Mandurab if, as many young people do, they
want to attend the TAPE centre in Rockingham.
Industry is coming to the Pinjarra area and obviously we already have plenty of industry
there, such as Alcoa in Wagerup and Pinjarra. Because of this industry we need people to be
trained in various technical areas. I therefore support the establishment of a technical and
further education facility in the Murray-Wellington area. When the Minister for Education
was in Margaret River a year or two ago he indicated that perhaps this could be something for
the future. Unifortunately nothing has come to pass but I hope this project is on the Minister's
list of things to do because we need a suitable technical arid further education centre for the
people in the area who want more education. Some young people are not all that academic
and wish to leave normal schools in order to undertake technical courses, but at present they
do not have the opportunity if they live in the Murray Shire. It is important that in the near
future we do get such a facility in the area.

MR LIGHTFOOT (Murcbison-Eyre) [4.32 pm]: My contribution to this Budget debate will
be fr-amed around part of the quest of Aboriginal Australians for land rights, and around the
recent exacerbation of this issue caused by the Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, when he
announced recently that by 26 January 1988, Australia's bicentenary, Australia should have a
compact or treaty with Aboriginal Australians. That announcement by the Prime Minister
has caused and should cause great concern to all Australians -- people of Aboriginal
extraction, Aboriginal Australians, all Australians of European extraction, and others --

because we are represented here by practically all, if not all, races of the world.

I hold no brief for the granting to any group of Australians of land or favours that are outside
that which could be granted to other ethnic groups that make up this cosmopolitan Australia.
Ina January 1988 one will almost certainly see demonstrations by people, some of them hardly
recognisable as Aborigines, for certain grants and certain requests, and some of those
requests will be quite extraordinary. One will see the world's cameras focused on these
people, the Mansells and the Rileys -- as I said, some unrecognisable as Aborigines,
particularly Mr Mansell. I was of the opinion that Truganinni was the last Tasmanian, and I
carried some guilt for many years over her death and the fact that Australians of European
extraction annihilated all Aborigines in Tasmania. I now understand that there are
approaching 3 000 Australians registered as Aborigines in Tasmania. I shared that guilt and I
carried that guilt for nothing. During the bicentennial year we will have many visitors here.
Most of the demonstrations will be portrayed by camera; and no doubt the racial bigots will
take great advantage of it. Mr Hawke announced that we should have a treaty or compact
and that something of that nature should be incorporated in our Constitution by that time,
God forbid.

During my lifetime I have not been opposed to Aboriginal people. I hold them in great
esteem and I have great affection for individual Aborigines, particularly the ones I have
grown up with, the ones I have seen prosper, the ones I have seen rake their place in the
mainstream of Australian life, the ones I know not to accept handouts and not to accept sit-
down money. I hold them in great esteem.

For many years I have been involved in the pastoral industty. During my early years of
involvement we had on our property many people of Aboriginal extraction and people who
represented their race very proudly. We had mutual respect and, I like to think, mutual
affection for each other. Something has gone wrong since the late 1.960s and early 1970s so
that today some of those men and women are not recognisable for what they were in those
years, when they were handsome representations of their people, mainly because they were
looked after in the sense that alcohol was largely prohibited.

Sit-down money will amount to more than half a billion dollars this year, in all facets. I do
not believe it will be half a billion of sit-down money, but it will be half a billion dollars
which will encompass housing, health, education, employment, social support, community
management and services, culture and recreation, legal aid, training, consultations and
research, and of course the Aboriginal Development Commission, which takes the greatest
part of the budget. The other areas of Aboriginal programmes that take up that half a billion
dollars include the various departments of health, education, social security, housing,
employment and industrial relations, and arts, heritage and environment.
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One would have to ask what half a billion dollars is going to do for 160 000 people, or one
per cent of the Australian population. If one wants to see the running sore of Aboriginal life
and the devolvement of the Aboriginal people, perhaps Wiluna is an example of that. I say
an example because theme one can see the juxtaposition of the white Australians and the
coloured Australians, and thereby have a greater contrast than one would otherwise have in
places like Coonana, which I believe is a sordid area for relatively passive people.
While some of those people in the central reserve area are doing the best they can to uplift
themselves, the people of' Wiluna are perhaps the most degraded that I have seen. In Wiluna
on pension night, one can see Aboriginal people brought down to the lowest point of any
ethnic group in the world today. Two major factors play an important part in the degradation
of our brothers and sisters -- money and alcohol. They receive money for doing absolutely
nothing. We should understand that we cannot go on giving handouts of such huge resources
to those people without their making some effort to earn that reward. That money, of course,
is spent on alcohol and it is alcohol that brings these people down to such levels of despair on
pension nights and on other nights.

Wiluria is a unique town in some respects because it is a frontier town. It has some areas of
affluence. It sits at the edge of the Pitjantjatjarra community, on the edge of the central
reserve area. It has a substantial amount of Commonwealth and State Aboriginal
development representation. Unfortunately, it also has a hotel, and that is a huge attraction to
these people. It is degrading to see a whole generation and more of Aboriginal people's lives
wasted. These people are unique because they have evolved and developed into what is
indisputably one of the greatest desert dwellers of the world, if not the greatest. They have
superior eyesight, and an ability to walk vast distances, and to survive in freezing
temperatures at night. They also have the ability to go without water and food for longer than
I would care to and to survive in an environment in which most of us would perish. They
have survived for certainly 40 000 years and possibly 60 000 years in an inhospitable and
uninviting environment until the European Australians -- [do not like that word "European"
because I consider myself to be an Australian -- came on the scene. Because of alcohol, in
less than 100 years we have degraded these people to something that historians, if they were
alive today and had seen them last century, would not recognise.
Of the $500 million that will be allocated to Aborigines and people of Aboriginal descent,
only a fraction will reach the Aboriginal people. It has been estimated that only 27c of every
dollar reaches them. The rest is used in departmental administration, including high rents, air
fares, executive meetings, and the purchase of new and more expensive vehicles. It includes
all things except that which could be considered to uplift the Aboriginal people. One
wonders whether part of the solution would be to give those who claim to be Aboriginal only
food, housing, health care, and all those things that go to make a quality of life for them -- in
fact, everything except money. The cargo-cult mentality of Aboriginal people today seems to
be that they will get their cheques, that they will not bounce because they have
"Commonwealth of Australia" written on them, and that they can do what they like with
them -- that is, in almost every instance, spend them on alcohol. That means that the children
suffer from nalnutrition and receive very little training to take their places in the wider
society.

I believe there is a great case for giving these people things that they need to uplift
themselves, including protection, housing, education, health care, and sustenance and not
continuing to waste millions of dollars; it achieves nothing but degradation for the Aboriginal
people. It is not too late yet, but it is getting to be. Maybe our bicentennial year will be the
year that we see some sanity return to Governments in their dealings with Aboriginal people
so that we will stop their decline and the degradation brought about by handouts. We should
give them back their pride.

The question of excisions of pastoral leases was raised earlier. If I were asked to give a
specific answer to that question I would answer "No" because I do not believe in excisions
from pastoral leases unless the owners of those leases agree. In some instances, pastoral
leases have been held for two, three, four, and even in some instances, five generations.
Those people should not be required by law to give up parts of their leaes. They especially
should not be required to give up areas that are crucial to the running of the pastoral areas as
viable concemns -- that is, the water holes, creeks, and rivers. Those areas are attractive not
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only to Aborigial people, but also to all Australians, and are crucial to the viability of the
stations. I have no argument with those areas being excised if pastoralists agree. However, I
have an example of one area that was excised from a small station in Leonora for the
Kutunatu group.

Australia was largely made up of family groups before the white man came. There were 500
different languages, and not one single Aboriginal nation. We could hardly have a war with a
non-nation. If it was not a nation, there seems to be little credibility relating to the proposed
treaty or compact which Mr Hawke proposes.

In an area just north of Leonora a piece of ribbon stone existed which was highly sacred to
the Aboriginal people; it was known as the Weebo stone in the 1960s as it had been found on
Weebo Station. I recall seeing a piece of this ribbon stone in Leonora in a fading, cracked,
and paint-peeled window of a store. The store was almost as badly off as the Aborigines
themselves. The stone was so sacred that children and women would not walk past the score;
they would cross the road, look the opposite way until sufficiently past the shop, and then
cross to the other side once again. The ribbon stone was used to acquire a piece of land seven
or eight kilomnetres north of Leonora where the Kutunaru group of people resided. The
ribbon stone was taken from Weebo, and placed in an area near the claim and a sacred site
was proclaimed. The area was subsequently taken up, but it happened to be adjacent to a
dam which the Main Roads Department had put in to seal the then new road from Leonora to
Leinster in the 1970s. If the dam had not been placed there, the area would not have been a
very hospitable one to campers.

However I must give credit to the white man who runs the Kutunatu group. On my several
visits, the area was clean and the people appeared to be happy. The area was devoid of the
usual morass of dogs. The number of dogs in the area was not at an unacceptable level, with
none of the disease that I have seen in dogs in other areas. However, this was an example
where a sacred site was used unfairly. The site had water but it happened to be in an area on
a small station which was barely viable. The station owner passed on a few weeks ago, and I
do not expect to hear much of the unfortunate passing on of a fine man.

I repeat that with respect to excisions I cannot give a yes or no answer. Some areas justify
excision; some pastoralists would agree to excisions, but I cannot see that the impost or
lawful enactment and subsequent taking of land from pastoralists whose businesses are barely
viable now, will do anything but create tension and hatred between chose two groups. I am
opposed to it. If excisions were a voluntary effort on behalf of the pastoralists and negotiated
by the myriad Aboriginal groups, agreement would occur between the two groups. However,
I would oppose any move in this House to bring in compulsory excision of areas from
pastoral leases, as the areas could be crucial to the well-being of a station.

That is not to say that Aboriginal people do not need some land -- they do, but
responsibilities are involved. Hundreds of thousands of dollars were invested in Cosmo
Newbury which lies north east of Laventon but the area is now abandoned primarily because
deaths associated with people who live there made it improper in their eyes to continue to
inhabit the area. The generators were taken away from Cosmo Newbury; the water supply to
stock and indigenous wildlife was cut off, and I assume that unless the rainy season has
arrived in that area a great deal of stock and wildlife has perished, Cosmo Newbury today
lies abandoned; the money invested has gone to waste; the generators have been shifted
further to the east, and it is most unlikely the area will be reopened, despite my approaches to
the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs whom I get on with very well. This occurred after I had
been approached by the very responsible Leonora Aboriginal Movement body which contains
some of the finest people one could hope to meet in the outback. Matron Sadie Canning is
one member of that group. I hold her in great affection, as I do her family. As some
members may know, Matron Canning was brought up in Mt Margaret mission and became a
matron of the Leonora hospital some 20 years ago -- a position she has held ever since.
Matron Canning was recognised in the New Year's Honours List more years ago than I care
to remember; she is quite a famous lady, very proudly Aboriginal, and a great example to us
all. Matron Canning understands that alcohol contributes to the ruination of her people. One
of the reasons she has risen to the epitome of her profession is her abstinence from alcohol
which devastates Aboriginal people.

Lest it be interpreted that I believe only Matron Canning among Aboriginal people has risen
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to any heights, [ will now mention a few others with whom I have had personal contact.
Charles Perkins immediately springs to mind and, as I understand it, he came from Mlice
Springs. Mr Perkins is now head of the Commonwealth Department of$ Aboriginal Affairs;
he is a university graduate, and he is an Aboriginal, In his early days, I did not agree much
with him; however, I notice in the last few years he has lost his radicalism and seems to have
lost his bitterness. On most occasions, if not all, he talks a great deal of commonsense --

Mr Blaikic: I wonder whether he has been educated or whether we have?

Mr LIGHTFOOT: I think he has; I chink we have perhaps succumbed, but he has certainly
been educated.
Mr Thomas: Do you recall his comments about the Liberal Party?

Mr UIGHTFQOT; I probably recall a lot of his comments but they were in the days when he
was something of a radical, when he was bitter, when he was proud that he had 'made it" and
he wanted to hurt and strike back at those who had caused his suffering for so many years.

Mr Thomas: He has not renounced those conmmernts,

Mr LIGHTFOOT: He may not have but it is something the member should take up with Mr
Perkins and not with ine. I do not know what Mr Perkins said.

Mr Thomas: He said the Liberal Party was a racist party.

Mr UIGHTFQOT: That sort of statement is mischievous because one could quite easily say
that the Labor Party is a racist party because it wants separate development; it wants
apartheid. One could easily say that the leaders of the Labor Party were in effect Australia's
Dr Verwoerds because of the separate development programme they espouse. If the member
wishes to say that sort of thing it obviously invites comment --

Mr Thomas: I am quoting Mr Perkins.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: The member is only alleging Mr Perkins said that. I would certainly want
that corroborated, but I do not propose to look for it at the moment.
When I did my national service I had the pleasure of meeting a former World War 11 officer
by the name of Captain Saunders. No doubt the member for Moore, the famous man from
Bindi Bindi, will recall this proud Aboriginal captain -- a man again who did not drink, who
trusted in his God, and who rose to the rank of a serving officer in what was then the King's
Army. I believe every Australian, not just Aborigines, should be particularly proud of
Captain Saunders.

Members will recall Pastor Doug Nicholls, who became Governor of South Australia. I do
not believe there is a higher position in South Australia than that of Governor, and because of
this man's beliefs, tenacity and way of life, he rose to the very epitome of position in South
Australia.

We have numerous people of Aboriginal descent in the sporting arena, and it is difficult to
recall all of them. Some of the more famous world champions were Lionel Rose, Yvonne
Goolagong-Cawley, our own home-grown Polly Fanner, and the Kickert brothers.

Mrs Beggs: What about Ted Kilmurray and Greenbushes?

Mr LIGHTFOOT: Yes; of course. As the Minister pointed out, there are many people of
Aboriginal descent and I do not propose to list them all. Albert Namnatjira is a world famous
painter, and his paintings hang in every important ant gallery in the world. In more recent
times, who could forget the very affable, pleasant, Emie Bridge?

Government members: Hear, hear!

Mr LIGHTFQOT: I do not think there is a member on either side of this House who does not
hold affection for Ernie Bridge. Ernie Bridge has risen to become a Minister of the Crown in
this State, and I think he is a great human being.

Mr Crane: And a very good Minister.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: Yes, a very good Minister, and that statement was not even forced by the
commnent from the member for Moore; I believe it.
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We have seen many Aboriginal actors recently, and one example is David Gulpillil, who was
in Crocodile Dundiee.
Mr Lewis: There is another one who is quite outstanding, who is well known to the Minister
and myself: Cullaway Yunipingu.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: Yes. He also holds a very important position on the land council in the
Kimberley. Another woman who was brought up on the Mt Margaret Mission was Mrs May
O'Brien, the head of Aboriginal education in Western Australia, who is a very fine woman.

I am saying that the handout syndrome, which is destroying the Aboriginal people, did not
apply when these people became famous, and I wonder how many Aborigines are going to
aspire today to the heights of Doug Nicholis, Charlie Perkins and Captain Saunders. There is
no doubt that the half a billion dollars chat the Federal Government is giving this year --
perhaps with the best intentions, or perhaps one could say cynically only to assuage the
international criticism of the treatment of Aboriginal people in Australia; for whatever
reason, whether it is genuine, or whether it has its bona fides in the hope that it will1 uplift the
Aboriginal people -- will nor achieve its aim, and that is an area of economics and the Budget
that will need to be reconsidered in the near future if we are not going to see in this
generation, or possibly in the next, the destruction of a fine race of people.

People have often said to me since I became involved in politics that the Aboriginal people
should be allowed -- and in some instances should be forced -- to go back to their previous
way of life. I have replied that sadly for some, that is impossible for practical reasons; there
is no going back; the clock cannot be turned back. In any case, what part of Aboriginal life
are these people going to go back to? Are they to go back to the practice of compulsory and
summary execution for sacrilege, remembering that there are many forms of sacrilege for
Aboriginal people? Is that going to be acceptable? Are we going to have the traditional
spearing in the thigh? Are we going to have the killing of twins and other multiple births?
Are we going to have the drowning of Aboriginal people and children because they broke
ecclestiastical laws and must suffer the extreme sentence of death for their ignorance? Are
we going to have women who lose their husbands, wear widows' caps of clay? Are we going
to have the continuation of superstition to where the pointing of the bone becomes so
abhorrent and so fearful and frightening that Aboriginal people die because of it?
Which pan of Aboriginal tradition are we going to go back to? It is clear that some of us
would say yes to some of those things I have said; some will say yes to all of those things;
and others will say no to all of those things. So it is going to create division. There is no
going back; as I have demonstrated here, people must be allowed to take their place in the
broad stream of Australian society. This can be done, and the evidence is all around us to
prove ts, but unfortunately it is the older generation which has shown us and the Aborigial
people that it can be done. We have yet to see a great rash of inspiring Aboriginal people
who have made it to the top who have been part of the handout syndrome of the half a billion
dollars that is proposed to be given this year.

The subject that I am speaking about is controversial, and the proposition is that we should
have a compact or treaty with Aboriginal people, and that notwithstanding the fact that we
have never had a war with the Aboriginal people and that they were never a nation as such
that requires a treaty, there needs to be some redress for the people who have suffered. Some
people have not suffered; they were rescued from a society and a lifestyle which they on
reflection probably found abhorrent. Many good things have come out of the white
settlement of Australia, and I do not carry any guilt for what my forebears did, and I certainly
do not believe that one can visit the sins of the fathers on the sons. It would be terribly
retrograde to do that and would achieve nothing. I do not share arty guilt.
In regard to the proposal that Mr H-awke seems hellbent on putting into place -- and which he
will almost certainly lose, as he lost the identity card struggle -- that would include the
proposed land rights. As recently as last week, after the suggestion that Mr Hlawke made that
we should pay reparation to the Aboriginal people for the divestment of their lands, Mr
Robert Riley, a man who has made a career off the backs of Aboriginal people, suggested
that Aboriginal people should ask the Federal Government for a percentage of Australia's
gross national product, as well as for land, as part of the treaty negotiations. The figure that
Mr Riley was urging was seven per cent of the G3NP, which represents in round figures $29
billion a year.
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It makes the $500 million being spent on Aborigines this year look like peanuts. H-i
proposed that $29 billion be paid directly to an Aboriginal body to replace the welfare that
the Government is giving at the moment. It would replace it something like 60 times aver.
Thank the Lord it has not been endorsed by any responsible Aboriginal organisation. Mr
Riley said in Perth the week before last that same aspects of it were off beam, but
philosophically it was spot arn. We will have to come to grips with this. I believe that
anything pertaining to a treaty, a compact or a deal with Aboriginal people is wrong for this
State, the nation and fur Aboriginal people. We cannot go on dividing black Australians
from white Australians and expect there to be any crass-pollination, empathy or affinity
between each group of people. We should be taught that black Australians are firstly
Australians and white Australians are firstly Australians.
As to the land, on top of the $29 billion it has been suggested that 40 per cent of Australia
should be ceded to Aboriginal people. I do not know how that could be done.
Mr Trenorden: They could give them New South Wales and Victoria.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: Yes, they could have New South Wales and Victoria. Incidentally, New
South Wales is as big as my electorate. One should remember that Aboriginal people, in
rounded figures, constitute about one per cent of Australia's population, or about 160 000
people. They already hold 12 per cent of the 3 million square miles of which the continent of
Austraia is composed. It seems to me that that should be quite sufficient; some people
would say that it is too much. Certainly people in the Northern Territory would say it is too
much. However, notwithstanding what the Aboriginal people already hold -- and I do not
suggest that ought to be taken from them -- I suggest as forcibly as I can that under no
circumstances should any land granted to anyone, regardless of their ethnic backgrounds,
include mineral rights. At some stage we will simply have to take back those mineral rights,
whether it is to take back mineral rights that were ceded to Hampton Gold Mining Areas Ltd
by Queen Victoria last cenuy or those mineral rights ceded to Aboriginal people. They will
simply have to come back under the control of the Governments of each State, and the sooner
we do that, the better.

Mr Crane: There is a precedent set. Queen Victoria gave the Cocos Keeling Islands to the
Clunies Ross family.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: She did, and the Federal Government virtually took the Cocos Islands
away again. It can be done.

The Federal member for Kalgoorlie, Mr Graeme Campbell, in respect of mineral rights said --

Mineral rights are total anathema to a socialist philosophy and in any case will not
redress the past years of wrongs.

fie is talking about the wrongs, alleged or otherwise, against Aboriginal people. He went on
to say --

The Northern Territory is a living example of this and while Mr Bjelke-Petersen --

I think he means Sir Joh Bjelike-Petersen. His speech continues --

-- obviously overstates the case when he says that mineral rights in the Northern
Territory have created a class of black sheiks there is enough substance in the
allegation to be uncomfortable.

He is concurring with the fact that certain Aboriginal people in the Territory behave like oil-
rich, mineral-rich sheiks. He went on --

Mr Ujelke-Petersen could also have alluded to the many mediocre white lawyers who
have grown fat on land rights.

I could not agree more. His speech continues --

In the long run mineral rights will have to be clawed back from the Aboriginals in the
Territory and I believe that this move will have the support of all those Aboriginal
people who do not have any minerals on their land.

Graeme Campbell is a Labor member who is on the Standing Commnittee on Aboriginal
affairs, yet he is saying not only that mineral rights should not be granted to Aborigines but
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also that the ones already granted should be taken back. I agree with him thoroughly. They
should be taken back in the interests of all Australians, not one particular vested interest
group.

In respect of mineral rights, Kakadu National Park in the Northern Territory, covering 19 000
square kilometres, has a minuscule part of it taken out by the Ranger urantium mine. That
mine had a gross revenue of $800 million last year, of which $4 million went to Aboriginal
people. It went to a very small number of Aboriginal people and that $4 million is what gave
rise to MVr Campbell's concurrence with Sir Job Bjetke-Fetersen -- that some Aborigines in
the Northern Territory are in fact black sheiks.

If one wants to draw a fine line, one could ask: Who are the Aborigines? I am talking about
people of Aboriginal extraction. Were they the descendants of the Tasmanian Aborigines
who, according to anthropologists, were here first or are they the descendants of the
Murrayians, who came later and largely usurped the land taken by the Tasmanians? Are they
in fact descendants of the Carpentarians who usurped both? Do the Tasmuanians own
Australia? Do the Murrayians own Australia? Do the Carpentarians own Australia? I feel
that this question will have to be resolved. I believe that the Aboriginal way of life has gone
forever. We should not turn back the clock and push these people back to the Stone Age, to
their superstitions, their killings and their dreadful way of life. I believe we ought to go
forward together. The only answer is assimilation. It is not a matter of the Budget alone,
although I take this opportunity to speak on this matter. Land tenure for Aborigines must be
land tenure for all Australians.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) (5.18 pm]: I intend to talk on a number of items which relate to a
series of matters, including Aboriginal affairs as well as matters of concern within my own
electorate.

I would relate to the House a matter which should concern the people of this State. It
concerns the State Energy Comm-ission's works programme and its programme of pole
replacement and maintenance throughout the State. On 7 July of this year one of my
constituents had a pole blown down on his property during a severe storm. One of his cattle
walked into the wire and was electrocuted. I think it is what is known as an " I 000 volt sub-
line", although the pale was blown over, the wire remained alive and the animal walked into
it and was electrocuted.

I believe that could have happened to another animal or indeed a human being. We are not
sure whether the line fused at the outset or whether it did not. I will comment further on that
in due course. However, the pole fell down as a result of a storm in the area. I went out to
the property and saw what had happened; I advised my constituent of the steps he should take
to secure compensation from the SEC. The pole itself was actually rotten and that, apart from
the storm damage, concerned me deeply. It is interesting that three days later on the same
property on a calm day my constituent had a further three cattle electrocuted.

Again I went to the property and found after inspection that the pole which had fallen down
was completely rotten at the base. There was absolutely no wind at the time. After
inspection and examination with the property owner and an officer of the SEC, my greatest
concern was that it was quite apparent that these three cattle had been killed successively and
not collectively. The point I raise now, and it is one I have raised with the SEC, is why did
not the safety fuses blow when the first animal hit the wire? They did not, and there were
three separate incidents with cattle wakling into the wire before the fuses blew. There could
have been a tragedy with the loss of human life.

I followed up this matter with the SEC and asked how this came about, and the reply I got
contained the following -

On the second occasion .. . a "no-power' report was received from the same area.
The high voltage fuses were found to have blown. As the weather was relatively
calm, the fuses were replaced without a preliminary line patrol being carried out.
However the fuses blew almost immediately. Upon investigation another pole was
found broken off with three cows in the vicinity of the fallen wire. Observations
would indicate that perhaps two were killed by the falling conductor and the third
when the futse was replaced, and the line momentarily re-energised.

Mr Thompson: Do you realise that one of the major fires in the Ash Wednesday disaster
resulted from rotten poles falling over?
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Mr BLAIIE: Yes. I did not realise the significance of Ash Wednesday, but I am becoming
more aware of it in relation to the sequence of events that I have now started to uncover, not
only within my electorate --

Mr Brian Burke: I bet you are not aware of the significance of Ash Wednesday. It has a
greater significance than the Fires to which you are referring.

Mr BLAlKIE: Yes. T7here is a major problem in Western Australia because maintenance is
not being carred out by the SEC. The comment made by the member for Kalamunda
indicates that an Ash Wednesday-type situation could occur in Western Australia.
That was the first comment I received from the SEC. I wrote again to the commission
seeking a reason for the pole failures, and on 7 August the commission replied thanking me
for my letter. The reply was written by Mr Saunders and stated --

I can readily appreciate your concern about the incidents and assure you we have
looked into the matter thoroughly.

We expect our local hardwood poles to offer an average life of 25 years. However,
this can vary considerably depending on where particular poles originated in the
forest and the soil conditions where they are positioned. With approximately 750 000
poles in service, it is hard to avoid some failures when circumrstances combine to
accelerate the decay processes.

However, many of the poles in your area are approaching the average life service of
25 years.

Recognising this, we are stepping up our programme of reinforcing poles in our South
West region, which includes the Bussetton/Bunbury hinterland, the Vasse area and the
Margaret River district. We do this by driving steel reinforcing sections into the
ground and bolting them to the pole.
We have a similar programme underway in the Great Southern region with its
headquarters at Albany. Both regions have extensive rural electrification networks
with a large number of poles.

What the SEC is doing with this pole rejuvenation programme is simply driving these pegs
alongside poles which are getting to replacement stage. Although the SEC claims this will
lengthen the life of poles by a few years, I do not believe it has taken into account the severe
corrosive effects the soil will have on the steel posts. Nor is it taking into account the fact
that in high winds the steel pegs themselves are very flimsy, and in an excessively high wind
I have little doubt that these poles, if rotten, will nor be saved from being blown over by the
steel pegs. So it is a matter of concern.
I communicated with the SEC again and raised a series of questions. I asked the SEC what
had been the yearly compensation claim for electrocution or damage to property reported to
the commission for humans, livestock, and property by private or power commission lines 'in
each year since 1975. 1 was quite surprised when the commission wrote back and said --

The information is not readily available in the form you request. No electrical
fatalities attributable to the Commission's overhead electrical system have been
recorded in the last 12 months.

I believe there have been, and it is incumbent on the commission to declare what has
happened in those circumstances over a number of years. One of the reasons I became
involved in Parliament is because there were a number of electrocutions on my property
caused by the SEC over a series of years involving 12 to 14 head of livestock. It is not a new
problem, but one which has been around for some time. My concern now is that it could be
far more extensive than the commission indicates. It poses a threat not only to livestock, but
also to human life.

I asked what was the yearly compensation claim and the reply was that the information was
commercially confidential. What rubbish! Commercially confidentially to whom? Why
should compensation claims to the SEC be commercially confidential? Why is it
commercially confidential? Who is the commission competing with? Surely it is a public
utility and it has a responsibility to advise the public. I asked what amounts had been paid out
in each category and in each year, and the reply was that the information was comnmercially
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confidential, Surely the commission has an obligation to advise on its performance and
whether it is being subjected to compensation demands.

Only two years ago a farmer in the Rosbrook area had a fire on his property which was
caused by a wire burning through a cross-arm on an SEC line, and the compensation
eventually paid amounted to some $11 500. That information should be made available to
the public as should the performance record of the SEC.

[Leave granted for the member to continue his speech at a later stage of the sitting.]
Debate thus adjourned.

[Questions takenI

Sitting suspend a/from 6-012 t~o 7.15 pm

BILLS (7): ASSENT
Messages from the Governor received and read notifying assent to the following B ills -

1. Acts Amendment (Casino Control) Bill.

2. Legislative Review and Advisory Committee Repeal Bill.

3. Reserves and Land Revestment Bill.

4. Acts Amendment (Corrective Services) Bill.

5. Water Authority Amendment Bill.

6. Motor Vehicle Drivers Instructors Amendment Bill.

7. Gaming Commission Bill.

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL

Second Reading: Budget Debate

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) (7.20 pmn]: Prior to the dinner suspension I made remarks in relation
to the State Energy Commission and my concern at its ability to provide adequate safety for
humans and livestock in Western Australia. My concern related to the number of rotting
poles the commission has in its power system throughout the State. I believe further
examination would show the House that there is grave concern about this matter.

I related an instance that occurred in one area of my electorate, but when I made my
comments in regard to that property I did not mention that two separate poles had fallen. I
wrote to the commission and asked why the poles had failed, bearing in mind that one fell
during a heavy storm and the second days later during a period of total tranquillity. The
commission's reply was that the failure of the first pole during a storm was due very likely to
a weakening of the pole below ground level, and I can accept that -- high winds can bring a
pole down. But so far as the second pole was concerned, the commission wrote back to me
in these terms --

Cattle rubbing against a damaged pole, flocks of birds sitting on a wire and taking off
in unison are amongst the many effects which can impose sufficient stress to cause a
damaged pole to suddenly fail.

For the State Energy Commission to write that pole failure could be caused by a flock of
birds taking off in unison surely goes beyond the pale. I do not want to be flippant, but I
"believe the answer-should be regarded -in- that vein. -What will happen in the -future is -that
when the SEC is asked, "How was the storm last night?", it will reply that it was a one-bird
storm, a 10-bird storm, or a 100-bird storm, depending on the number of poles that were
brought down. For the commission to reply in that vein is absolutely ludicrous.

I appeal to the House and to Governiment. members. The SEC has a major problem on its
hands -- if there are flocks of birds in various areas of the State landing on those wires and
taking off in unison, do we then expect a series of poles to be brought down? Wires are not
fusing on contact with the ground. Livestock are walking into the wires and are being
electrocuted. Do we have to wait until there is the loss of a human life for the commission to
wake up to its responsibilities?
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I my view this is a problem with three major areas. First, there is insufficient maintenance
by the SEC in replacing rotten poles. Secondly, there needs to be a further look into the
actual technical structure of the SEC's power supply network to ensure that when poles come
down and wires are brought down, the wires fuse immediately. If the wires do not fuse, they
will certainly cause loss of life, either of humans or of animals. Thirdly, the SEC is a public
corporation. I believe it has a public responsibility in these instances and it is not owning up
10 its public responsibility. On the night that this first cow was lost in the electorate of
Vasse -- and only in that electorate because I have not checked other areas of the State --
there were four separate instances of pole failure, where poles fell over because they had
actually rotted through at ground level. One incident occurred in Augusta where a liesman
went up a pole which was in such a bad condition that it fell over and the man was injured.
Another incident occurred on the Busselton to Dunsborough road where a pole blew down in
a stormn and a motor car ran into it. The third incident did not involve loss of property or
person but it was caused by a rotten pole. I believe this is an imnportant matter and that the
SEC has a public responsibility.

The second matter I wish to raise during this Budget debate concerns the activities of the
Aboriginal Advancement Council. Members may not be aware of the council's background
but it is important to relate exactly what the council is, and what are its purposes and
functions. The Aboriginal Advancement Council was formed in 1952 under the name of the
Western Australian Native Welfare Council. The original chairnan of the time was Mr
Lefroy, later Sir Edward Lefroy, and the function of the council was to ensure a gathering
place in Perth for Aborigines. If one goes back to 1952 in order to understand the way in
which Aboriginal people were regarded in the community, one must understand why it was
necessary to have a place for Aborigines to go to. In those days Western Australians were
not as well disposed to Aborigines as they are today. It was intended that a meeting place
and a parcel of land, if possible, be put aside for this purpose. Another person who saw the
need -- and those people were Europeans -- was R-on W. Barker MLC; another person was a
former administrator of the Native Welfare Department, Mr C. Gare. They had many hopes
and aspirations, and one of the very important phases in the development of the Aboriginal
Advancement Council and how it came into being was a visit to Western Australia of the
famed artist. Albert Namatjira. in 1957. More importantly, the need and the desire to create a
centre brought a new enthusiasm to Aborigines who worked in various areas of the State and
came to Perth. The Minister would agree with my comments. The actual creation of the
centre was a very important phase in the development of Aborigines in Western Australia
because it brought them together for a purpose. For the first time Europeans were given an
opportunity to see the need of Aboriginal people to have a centre of their own.

The Coolbaroo League had a dance evening and presented Namarjira with a life membership
card. People from various areas of the State attended and they finished with a street
collection. Another benefactor was a Mrs Bessie Rischbieth, who left a legacy of $2 000.
That was probably the turning point which enabled the trustees to move ahead with the
purchase of land in Beaufort Street in Perth. In L966 a deputation of both Aborigines and
Europeans waited on Hon Edgar Lewis, the then Minister for Native Welfare, to ask him to
help them acquire the centre. In 1968 the Minister agreed to a grant on a dollar-for-dollar
basis for the centre and it became a freehold property for the Aboriginal Advancement
Council on 16 June 1968. I hope the Minister will agree with me that the creation of the
Aboriginal Advancement Council was a very important and historical milestone in the
progress and development of Aboriginal people in Western Australia.

Mr Bridge: I agree.

Mr BLAIKIE: From the information I have received from people, the centre has proved to be
very important for Aborigines.

The problem came to a head with an article printed last week in the Daily News, when a Mr
Neil Phillips, the new Chairman of the Aboriginal Advancement Council, made allegations
that a black mafia was operating in Western Australia and that the activities of the Aboriginal
Advancement Council were causing concern. What he said was really the tip of the iceberg,
because for many months concern has been expressed about the conduct of the management
committee of the Aboriginal Advancement Council. I was saddened some months ago when
I was first acquainted with these allegations, which on the face of it seemed to be true. Of
course it takes one time to ascertain as best one can the truth of these things, but my
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investigations indicated they were true. The Government needs to become involved in this
matter and I criticise the Government for not having taken a part in order to resolve the
matter. The Government knew some months ago of the circumstances surrounding the
activities of the Aboriginal Advancement Council, and it should have nipped the problem in
the bud then rather than allowing the situation to reach the stage it has.

I have a firm view that too much negative publicity is given to Aboriginal people while not
enough positives are given to them. I am so concerned that I have found it necessary to raise
the matter in Parliament today. Part of the reason I am raising this matter is a letter I received
dated 29 July, and I quote as follows --

I am writing to you of my concerns as to the Aboriginal Advancement Council, and
the unconstitutional dealings that are taking place.

Many Aboriginal. people from the Metropolitan area and round the State who art the
financial members of the Council and who have had a long association history with
the Council are most irrate sadened and disturbed to see their building and land and
assets which are solely owned by the Aboriginal people of Western Australia are now
being sold by the Council of recent negotiations to sell all the assets to one bidder,
without any consultation to with the financial members, who are the governing body.

This present executive has no foresight as to the well being of the Aboriginal people,
both in the metropolitan area and around the state, They are irresponsible and most of
all an unworkable committee when dealing with this kind of magnitude.

I will not name the person who wrote ths letter. It was certainly not Neil Phillips. The
M-inister interjects, but I am not prepared to answer interjections. He knows that what I am
saying is the absolute truth.
Mr Bridge: [ do not know that it is the absolute truth.

Mir BLAIKIE: The letter continues as follows --

I am writing this letter to you ... and urge you to support the request and concerns of
the people as to the incompetence, the dealings and investigate the Council and to
raise in Parliament my concerns. As to the dealings and to the conduct of the present
executive, this matter was brought to the attention to Mr Bridge Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs by the Aboriginal people who have not had any support or any
reference as to what actions the Minister would take.

I look foreward to hearing from you, as the Shadow Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
regarding the Councils illegal activities. The Aboriginal people of this state have the
basic right to know where there land and buildings are going.

Although I received the letter a couple of months ago, it took me some time to carry out a ful
investigation of the circumstances before I could ascertain whether the allegations were
correct, and it appears to me now that they are.

It needs to be understood that the Chairman of the Aboriginal Advancement Council, when
these discussions were taking place and these allegations were first made, was Mr Brian
Wyatt. He happens to be very senior member of the Minister's personal staff. One can
understand the concern of Aboriginal people, a concern they have expressed to me, that they
have communicated with the Minister only to find that the Minister's No 1 adviser on matters
concerning the Aboriginal Advancement Council is Mr Brian Wyatt, the previous head of the
Aboriginal Advancement Council. To the best of my knowledge and to the knowledge of the
Aboriginal people who have expressed their concerns to me, the Minister has made no
decision, and last Thursday Neil. Phillips made his allegations to the wider community._ This
is the scenario causing concern to many very good and decent Western Australians, including
people who happen to be involved with the Aboriginal. Advancement Council.

I am also aware that the Premier was advised of these matters as early as July. He was
advised of the sale that had taken place and the fact that none of the members of the council
had been consulted about the sale. The sale involved the properties at 201-207 Beaufort
Street, Perth; 32-38 Lindsay Street, Perth, and 336 Grand Promenade, Dianella. The letter
sent to the Treasurer -- there may have been a score of letters -- asked him to intervene on
behalf of the Aboriginal people. From that day to this the Government has taken no action.
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Mr Bridge: Do you know whether there is factionalism in the metropolitan area?
Mr BLAIKIE: Yes, there is.
Mr Bridge: That is why I did not get involved as hurriedly as you think I should have.
Mr BLAEKEE: I have been involved with a number of communities through my various
responsibilities, and in all of them I have seen factionalism. The Aboriginal community is no
different. This question of factionalism involves more odium because the bead of the
Aboriginal Advancement Council is Brian Wyatt, and he deposed one of the members at a
meeting which, again, was questioned as to its validity. He is also a very senior person on the
Minister's staff.
Ms Bridge: And a good one.
Ms BLAJIIE: I am not questioning that, burlI do question whether he should be advising the
Minister on serious concerns which have been raised about the conduct of the Aboriginal
Advancement Council of which he was chairman. These concerns have been raised by a
number of people, yet the Minister has done nothing. He has to do one of two things; he has
to protect a member of his staff or he has to instigate a full investigation. No action has been
taken.
The group that controlled the Aboriginal Advancement Council intended to sell the properties
and accepted an offer to sell them to a Mr Sam Franchina .
Mr Cash; There are a number of Sam Franchinas in Perth; which one do you mean?
Ms Clarko: The one the Labor Parry let ouit on election night?
Ms BLAIUIE: The Minister will probably tell us whether it is the same one.
Ms Bridge: [ don't know one from the other;, I wouldn't have a clue.
Ms BLAlIE: The purpose was to seli the properties for $500 000. At a subsequent meeting
attended by the executive members of the Aboriginal Advancement Council, another matter
of grave concern was expressed regarding the conduct and propriety of those meetings. What
happened subsequently was that one of the members -- this is quite interesting because the
information I have tonight did not come from this member at all -- took out a caveat over the
properties to prevent it from being sold. The caveat stated that, "the caveator claims an
interest or a state in fee simple to prevent improper dealings." As far as I know, the caveat
still stands on that properties, certainly for the time being.
I think it is also important to understand that concern was expressed some months ago about
the conduct of the financial affairs of the Aboriginal Advancement Council. Mr John Foley,
AASA, Certified Practising Accountant, and a registered company auditor, carried out an
audit for the year ending 30 June 1986. He said --

The major matters of concern are recorded below.
Many of the invoices paid were nor approved by the executive committee.
The wages records and the amounts paid for wages do not agree.
Some wage payments were not properly acquitted by the employees.
Cheques drawn were not supported, or not adequately supported, by invoices,
receipts etc.
A srocktake of artifacts stock was not completed at 30 June, 1986.
Assets records were either incomplete, did not reconcile to the accounts, or
were not made available for my inspection. Because of this, depreciation has
not been included in these accounts.
Certain receipt books were not made available for my inspection.
The balance sheet includes an amount of $16,876 "Other Funds". The figure
is carried forward from the 1985T86 accounts- I was unable to ascertain the
nature of this liability.
Details of a bank account styled Aboriginal Advancement Council of W.A. -
C.E.P. were not made available to me.
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Those matters led to the executive members of the Aboriginal Advancement Council
resigning and other members taking their places.

While I have mentioned Mr Brian Wyatt, a very senior person in the Minister's office, being
President of the Aboriginal Advancement Council, he should not be confused with Cedric
Wyatt who is the State Director of the Commonwealth Director of Aboriginal Affairs. He
wrote to the President of the Aboriginal Advancement Council, Mr Brian Wyatt, on I July
1987. He said --

Dear Brian

I refer to discussions between yourself, Mr Winder, myself and my officers on Friday
26 June. I now wish to confirm in writing the matters discussed with you and also
raise some further issues that I consider you and your council need to consider.

As you are well aware, following a series of protracted negotiations this Department
agreed to provide funding to your organization in April this year under certain
conditions. Part of the conditions agreed to by your Corporation was to develop a
program of activities for consideration for departmental funding taking into account
the existing assets of the Council.

Since you have now confirmed the proposed sell-off of the Beaufort Street properties,
I would like to again register my concern that such a major sale of assets has
apparently not been fully canvassed with the Corporation's membership and that a
detailed proposal setting out the proposed use of funds generated from this sale has
yet to be formulated.

I am also concerned that grant funding was provided on the basis that such
information would be available to the Department. Moreover there are questions
relating to the possible breaches of departmental financial rules through the sale of
assets part funded by Commonwealth monies without permission. My officers are
currently engaged in archival research to clarify this particular aspect.

Notwithstanding the above points I would also seek your assistance in providing me
with the following information.

i) Details of how the decision was made to sell Corporation assets and
confirmation that it occurred in accordance with your constitut ion.

That is precisely the matter that Aboriginal people raised with me. They said that, if the
assets are to be sold, they should be sold in accordance with the constitution. They tell me
that they have raised this matter with the Minister and with the Premier and have not been
given any further infonmation. Cedric Wyatt has also raised the same matter. The letter
continued --

ii) A detailed breakdown of the assets of the Corporation that have and/or are
intended to be sold.

iii) Details of recent valuations carried out in respect to Corporation
properties, if any-
iv) The details of financial transactions that have to be included, including any
commissions payable.

v) The proposed purposes to which funds derived from the abovementioned
sale of assets will be put and how this will be reflected in your 1987/88
budget.

vi) Whether a special general meeting is to be called of Corporation members
to inform them of developments and the proposed use of funds.

In considering the provision of funds in 1987/88, 1 need to be in receipt of the
ahovemenrioned information and would appreciate your early advice.

I do not know whether it was coincidental, but Brian Wyatt resigned as Chairman of the
Aboriginal Advancement Council about LO days ago. On the following Tuesday, Cedric
Wyatt advised chat he had commenced some operations with the Federal bodies in the Eastern
States. Neil Phillips is now chairman.

[ come back to the very salient point that Aboriginal people are concerned. These are not
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simply black activists; they are concerned people and I believe them to be very good people.
In the last nine months I have met many people who have been a lesson to me. I believe the
Minister will agree that I adopted probably a more pragmatic approach than mast other
people on my side of politics and I will continue to do so. I believe that the Government
should have acted some time ago. It has a responsibility to Aboriginal people. It needs to
ensure that, in the words of Cedric Wyatt, no sale takes place until all the circumstances of
the Beaufort Street properties are known. One of the reasons advanced, but not substantiated,
was that the properties would be required for road widening and would not be of any benefit
to Aboriginal people. A quick sale was considered to be a good sale! The matter was
considered by only part of the membership, not by all of it.

No decision should be made until it is known what the funding will be. used for in the event
of the property being sold. Another matter was also raised; it was anticipated that
$1.4 million would be available for Aboriginal people as a result of the bicentennial funding.
Part of it was to be used for a one-stop complex to house all Aboriginal services in Western
Australia. That is possibly a very good idea, but so far there has been no commnitment,
guarantee, or funding. It has all been a matter of talk and hearsay. Why should Aboriginal
people be rushed into making a decision without understanding the full ramifications?

The Minister feels strongly about self-determination;, I strongly believe that self-
determination leads to self-esteem which will lead to an improvement in the conditions and
better understanding of all people, especially Aboriginal people- Although I am not an
Aborigine. I believe important decisions have to be made about this building with its
historical significance for the Aboriginal people of Western Australia. It was their first
freehold building and before any sale decision is made surely the Government has an
obligation at least to answer those pleas in a positive and public way to let the Aboriginal
people know that the Government is and will be actively involved on their behalf.

The matters that have been raised with me certainly appear to be correct based on the
information I have. I believe that the Minister has caused some embarrassment by having
involved at a senior level one of his officers who was also one of the key people within the
AAC organisation. It certainly caused an impasse with Aboriginal people who wanted to see
the Minister to complain about the Aboriginal Advancement Council but before doing so they
had to go through Mr Brian Wyatt. The Minister has an obligation to act in a proper,
responsible and public way.

MR CASH (Mt Lawley) [7.53 pm]: I wish to outline a number of matters which affect the
electorate I represent and also refer to other matters which affect the wider community. The
first matter involves the Mt Lawley Primary School located in Second Avenue, Mt Lawley,
which this year celebrates its 75th anniversary. I attended this school as a primary school
student between the years 1952 and 1958.
Mr Trenorden: That must have been a quality show.

Mr CASH: Without question it was a quality show and, in. reply to the member for Avon,
without question it turned out some quality students too. I only wish I could have been one
of them! I attended that school sonme 35 years ago; and when I return towards December
each year to present the citizenship awards, I see the young students of six to 12 years old and
try to explain that I was once their size and I used to attend the school. I point out the various
places where I parked my bike, stored my lunch during the day, and hung my bag, but I am
convinced that the young students are not able to comprehend what 35 years ago really
means.

Some years ago I invited the Minister for Education to look at the buildings at the Mt Lawley
Primary School and to his credit, after some persuasion by me, the Minister visited the
school. At that time I pointed out that there was a need for vast amounts of money to be
spent on various buildings at the school. Again to the Minister's credit, some 12 months ago,
after some prompting by me, a considerable amount was spent on upgrading the staff
facilities at that school.

Mr Pearce: You are trying to say that the Government put money into that school after
minimal representation from you.

Mr CASH: Members can say what they like and the Minister can make his aside but the
students, staff, and parents of that school were very pleased that the Government made
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provision for the renovation and upgrading of certain buildings. I conveyed that appreciation
to the Minister by letter at the tine.
I raise with the Minister the situation in respect of the school library. He will recall that the
library was built in approximately 1914, and it was originally a temporary classroom. Over
the years the students and staff at the school have been promised that the library facility
would be upgraded and in 1970 some money was spent on it. I draw to the Minister's
attention that there is a great need for the library at Mt Lawley Primary School to again be
renovated and upgraded and, regrettably, funds for the job were not forthcoming in this
year's Budget. I make those representations on behalf of the students, staff, and parents of
the Mt Lawley Primary School. Itris a good school and during this year its 75th anniversary
various special assemblies and celebrations have been conducted to recognise this
anniversary. Earlier this year the Treasurer and I were invited to a special school assembly at
which time we had the opportunity of addressing the students in respect of the history of their
school.

Much credit goes to the principal of the Mt Lawley Primary School, Mr John Clark, for the
way he has organised the many events and celebrations in which the school has taken part
this year. Those celebrations have not yet been completed and a number of other functions
will take place before the end of the year. Mr Clark has been ably assisted by a very good
commuittee which has worked alongside him and an input has also been made from students
of days gone by. I acknowledge the work done by John Clark, the principal; he deserves the
credit that I know has already been given to him by both staff, students, and former students
of that school.

Mir P.J. Smith: Hear, hear!

Mr CASH: The member for Bunbury must know him also.

Mr P.1. Smith: H-e was my best man.

Mr CASH: I went to Mt Lawley Primary School some 35 years ago, and I guess it would be
about that time that John Clark was the best man at the member for Bunbury's wedding.
Mr P.J. Smith: No, not quite. I was at the school a little before you in 1948.

Mr CASH: That is a clear indication of the quality students that the Mt Lawley Primary
School turned out over the years. The member for Bunbury has acknowledged that he was a
student, and he joins a finec bunch of ex-students.

I also want to talk about the Coolbinia Primary School, located in Bradford Street, Mt
Lawley. The Minister visited that school after I made some representations to him, and he
will recall that the matter we discussed on that day was the covered area for which the
Coolbinia Primary School has been asking for a number of years. At the moment, the
students are required to assemble out in a huge asphalt quadrangle, with no protection from
the sun. Over the years, a number of the younger students have suffered from heat
exhaustion and have collapsed because of the need to stand in the sun. The parents and staff
of the students of that school are very keen to have a covered area provided.

The Minister will recall that when we were at the school some time ago, he said he would
endeavour to have sufficient funds included in the 1987-88 Budget for that purpose.
Regrettably, that has not been done, and I have received a number of letters from the
students, asking me whether those funds will be forthcoming this year. I have had to reply
that even though the Minister was good enough to visit the school, the funds have not been
forthcoming. That facility is still desperately needed by the students of that school, and I
invite the Minister to give the matter. earnest consideration so that. the school can be-
upgraded, as many of the schools around the metropolitan area have been.

The Coolbinia Special School is just down the road from the Coolbinia Primary School.Th
Coolbinia Special School has a frontage to Click Road in Coolbinia, but by special agreement
with the City of Stirling many years ago, it was agreed that the access to the Coolbinia.
Special School -- now known as the Sir David Brand School -- would always be provided
from Bradford Street in Coolbinia.

When I was a member of the local authority for that area, the council was approached by the
special school year after year for approval to construct a crossover from Glick Road into the
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special school car park. The City of Stirling always responded by reminding the special
school that an agreement had been entered into some years ago, prior to the original buildings
being constructed on the site, and that the access was agreed to be from Bradford Street. That
situation has remained for many years, but this week I received phone calls from a number of
people living in the near vicinity of the special school, who indicated that contrary to the
agreement which had been struck between the City of Stirling, the Spastic Welfare
Association and the Education Department, machines were out on the site, cutting a crossover
from the road into the car park. I checked with the City of Stirling and they advised me that
they had refused the most recent application by the school for the provision of that crossover.
I then found to my amazement that the council had been overridden by this Government.
This matter concerns me as the representative of that area, and I know that it concerns
residents living in the area.

Mr Pearce: When you say "overridden", what do you mean?

Mr CASH: I mean exactly what the word means; it means that despite the fact that approval
was not forthcoming from the City of Stirling, which is the local authority, the contractor --

who was contracting, as I understand it, to the Building Management Authority, or some
other Government institution or authority -- has in fact cut that crossover hrorn Glick Road to
the car park.

Mr Pearce: Was that done pursuant to a planning appeal?

Mr CASK: I do not know how it has been done. The matter is the subject of a question that I
put on notice to the Minister.

Mr Pearce: I do not know the answer, but I will find it out,

Mr CASH: I would like the Minister to do that so that I can go to the people in that area and
let them know what is the situation.

I might add that while I do not necessarily declare a vested interest, I should advise the House
that I own a residence in the immediate area -- chat is, Glick Road, Coolbinia -- but that has
never influenced any decision that the council may have made in the past and it has certainly
never influenced any decisions that I have made in respect of representations which I have
carried out from time to time on behalf of residents of the area.

I ask the Minister again if he would be good enough to let me know what is the answer to my
question in general terms.
Mr Pearce: I will prepare an answer to the question, but I do not know now why that has
been done.

Mr CASH: The residents of the general area are very upset. I know the local authority is
also very upset that it has been overridden, and the matter is something that we will obviously
continue to look into.

I have a lot of time for the people who work at the Sir David Brand School in Coo Ibinia.
They work extremely hard, under what could only be termed very difficult conditions. The
headmaster of that school, Richard Mayhew, is a very well-respected principal. The parents
are proud of the work that both he and his staff are able to do for the disadvantaged children
who attend that school.

However, I want to mention a matter which concerns a number of parents, and that is the
continued employment at that school of a teaching aide who was convicted of an offence
earlier this year. [ refer to a teaching aide who was charged on three counts of assault at the
Fremantle Court on 25 May this year. The assault occurred on 13 February at the Kim
Beazley School in White Gum Valley.

Mr Pearce: That matter has been resolved to the satisfaction of parents, and you are being
mischievous in raising the matter.

Mr Clarke: A lot of teachers in special education are still very upset by that matter.

Mr Pearce: One of the reasons I reinstated that chap was that I received a letter of support
from the staff at the Kim Beazley School.

Mr Clarko: Thatis alie.
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Withdrawal of Remark

The SPEAKER: Order! Interjections of that nature while the member is on his feet, trying to
speak, are in themselves highly disorderly, but I cannot tolerate the last interjection under any
circumstances,

Mr CLARKO: I withdraw that statement. I made the statement because a teacher from the
school rang me up and said she was heartily opposed to the matter.

Mr Pearce: That would be the only one, if that is the case.

The SPEAKER: Mr Clarko, would you like to have another go at that?

Mr CLARRO: I withdraw my remark.

Debate Resumed

Mr CASH: Those interjections by the Minister indicate clearly to the House the fact that the
matter has not been resolved to the satisfaction of either the teachers at the Sir David Brand
School or the teachers at the Kim Beazley School, from where this particular teaching aide
was transferred.

Mr Clarko: The Minister completely misled the House when he made that statement, because
there are teachers at that school who are actually horrified that --

Mr Pearce: Which school?

Mr Clarko: The Kim Beazley School. The Minister's statement is totally inaccurate, as I can
show him afterwards. What the Minister said has misled the House.

Mr Pearce: I received a letter, signed by the staff of the Kim Beazley School.

Mr Clarko: Not "the staff'; some of the staff. The Minister should be accurate.

Mr Pearce: The vast majority of the staff. I am prepared to accept it may have been the vast
majority of them. The letter had an awful lot of signatures. I did not check them against the
staff lists.

Mr CASH: We accept that the Minister apologises for his statement that he made to the
member for Karrinyup. He now acknowledges that he did not receive a letter.
Mr Pearce: I do not acknowledge that at all. I am saying I received a letter from the staff of
the Kim Beazley School which had an awful lot of signatures on it. I think they included all
the staff, but it may be the case that one or two are missing. That is all I will say.

Mr Clarko: You changed your mind.

Mr CASH: We have seen in those various interjections which the House has just heard that
the Minister for Education starts on the premise that he had received a letter, signed by all
members of the staff at the Kim Beazley School, suggesting various matters. The Minister
has now decided, after three separate goes -- after being challenged by the member for
Karrinyup -- that his statement was not accurate. The Minister has now conceded --
admittedly it has taken him three times to step down -- that in fact he received a letter signed
by some of the staff of the Kim Beazley School.

Mr Pearce: That is not true at all, That is an absolute distortion. I make this offer If the
member for Karrinyup names the teacher who he alleges rang him, I will check whether that
person's name is on the letter.

Mr Clarko interjected.

Mr Pearce: You nime the person.How-do-we know youhaven'tmade it up?-

Mr Clarko: Who drew up the petition? One of your cronies --

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I will accept intertjections in this particular debate directed
to the member for Mt Lawley, provided of course they do not preclude him from making the
speech that he wants to make; but I cannot accept other members having such a voluble
conversation.

Mr CASH: The petition that was no doubt received by the Minister for Education signed by
only some of the staff at the Kim Beazley School was, as I understand it, organised by one of
the teachers at that school, a Ms Roslyn Shea.

4385



Mr Clarke: She has very close contacts wit the Labor Party, I understand.
Mr Pearce: She was a signatory to the petition as were almost all the staff, if not all the staff.

Mr Clarko: She is the sister of Sid Shea, and she is regarded as being a close friend of Brian
Burke.
Mr CASH: That is nor an unreasonable statement. The Premider made the point only the
other day that he had to ask a particular question of a group of people because he had been
instructed by Ros Shea, and he certainly did not disobey the instructions of that particular
lady who is, in fact, a teacher at the Kim Beazley School.

Mr Pearce: This staff supported this chap.

Mr CASH: The Minister for Education should listen for a moment so that I can put the views
of the parents of the students at the Sir David Brand School. Quite clearly he does not want
to hear the truth.

Mr Pearce: I have resolved that matter. That is a simple fact.

Mr CASH: The Minister has not resolved the matter at all. He might think he has resolved
the matter but he certainly has not done so to the satisfaction of either the staff or the parents
of the students at that school.

Mr Pearce: That is just rubbish.

Mr CASH: The Minister may call it rubbish --

Mr Pearce: I know who has put you up to doing this. It is quite disgraceful.

Mr CASH: This is the first opportunity I have had of discussing this matter since it was
raised with me some weeks ago.
Mr Pearce: By whom?

Mr CASH: By some of the parents of the students at that school. The Minister will recall
that I asked him a question --

Mr Pearce: I know who raised the matter. Was it the parents? That is the first question.

Mr CASH: [ do not know what is upsetting the Minister so much. Obviously this matter is
getting on his nerves and that will encourage me to go into this matter a little more and see
where he fits in. I asked hin a question --

Mr Pearce: I don't want to sacrifice someone's reputation for a cheap political point.

Mr Clarko: The principal of that school admits he is a homosexual. Half the school are
homosexuals.

Mr Pearce: Which school are you on about now? A lot of people in Kaninyup think you are
a homosexual. It is just disgraceful that you try to use that as a smear against people.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! This is probably the third time that I have had to mention
this sort of interjection. It really is not on. I am surprised that a member of the school of '74
could be involved in this. I thought they were all good people.

Mr CASH: [ reiterate that the Minister for Education is almost getting hysterical as I develop
the argument that whilst he believes he has cleared the matter up to his own satisfaction, he
certainly has not cleared it up to the satisfaction --

Mr Pearce: And to the parents.

Mr CASH: The Minister for Education should give me two minutes to establish the fact that
the parents of the children at the Sir David Brand School are not satisfied with the action he
has taken. It may be that in the Minister's own head he believes that he has solved the
problem but he has nut. As I have already said, the Minister's continued interjections will
cause me to have another look at this problem to see where he fits in. He will be aware that
some months ago this matter was raised with me. I rang his office and spoke to one of his
ministerial officers who assured me that if I did not take any further action -- that is, if I did
not ask parliamentary questions on the matter -- the matter would be resolved to my
satisfaction and that of the parents. That is to say, the Director General of Education would
be making a recommendation to the Minister for Education, which he would accept, that this
teaching aide be dismissed.
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Mr Pearce: That is untrue, and the officer concerned denies absolutely that he said that to
you.
Mr CASH: It is an interesting statement from the Minister for Education that his miniisterial
officer absolutely denies the statement which I just made.

Mr Pearce: That's right.

Mr CASH: The Minister for Education did not even know what the statement was until I
made it.

Mr Pearce: Yes I did, because you told it to a reporter and he put that proposition to me and I
checked it our.

Mr CASH: This is an absolute joke.

Mr Pearce: That is not the first time you have raised that. You are a disgrace. You went
straight to the papers and told them, which was totally untrue.
Mr CASH: [ beg the Minister's pardon and ask him to repeat what he said.

Mr Pearce: I said, that is not the first dine you have made that claim. You made it to a
reporter in a paper who rang me, and I checked it out wit the person concerned, and it is
untrue in every particular. The Director General has denied publicly that he has made that
recomnmendation to me.

Ms CASH: I am saying that I know what I said on the telephone to the ministerial officer,
and the Minister knows what I said. It may now suit him to concoct this story in arn effort to
cover his own tracks in respect of the action he has taken concerning this teaching aide. It
was my advice that the Director General, or very senior officers of the Education Department,
believed that the aide should be dismissed. The advice which they were tendering to the
Minister --

Mr Pearce: That is not true. Even the Director General has publicly denied it.

Mr CASH: It hinged on the fact that during the court hearings on -25 May this year, a
representative of the Education Department was warned that as the aide had been convicted
of these assault charges, to reinstate him and allow him to carry out similar duties could, in
fact, cause the Minister, and those around him, to be charged with negligence if this aide
were to commit similar offences on young children.

Ms Pearce: That is untrue too.

Ms CASH: The Minister can deny this as much as he likes but I assure this house that that
was the advice tendered in respect of this teaching aide.

Mr Clarko: Have you heard that this particular aide admits chat he is a homosexual?

Mr CASH: Yes, I have heard that.

Ms Marlborough: So what?

Mr Clarko: He shouldn't be dealing with grossly mentally and physically handicapped
children.

Ms Pearce: Does that mean that heterosexual males should be let loose on mentally
handicapped girls? A lot of people in your electorate think that you are a homosexual. That
rumour is very widely around. I have defended you against that claim. It doesn't matter to
me one way or another. I am just telling you.
The SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr CASH: I am keen that the Minister for Education continue to interject because the more
he interjects the more obvious it becomes that he is hiding something in this case. The
parents of the children at the Sir David Brand School are not satisfied with the action that the
Minister has taken in respect of the teaching aide charged and convicted of a number of
assaults earlier this year. I have heard the Minister say in this House that the assaults were
not of a sexual nature.

Mr Pearce: They were not sexual assaults.

Mr CASH: Again the Minister dives for cover and tries to use some technicality in the words
he uses or the way he frames thern to try to cover his actions. He knows that if one reads the
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transcript of the court hearing one will see that the assaults are referred to as assaults of a
sexual nature. Does the Minister deny that?
Mr Pearce: You said they were sexual assaults.
Mr CASH: Mr Speaker, forget what the Minister is saying about whatever he is saying -- I
cannot quite understand him because he is clearly becoming hysterical. The transcript of the
case clearly indicates that the assaults the man was charged with committing were of a sexual
nature. If the Minister wants me to, I will describe to him and to the House the assaults for
which this person was convicted.
Mr Pearce: You go right ahead. This is the most disgraceful exhibition we have seen in the
Parliament this session.
Mr CASH: The only reason the Minister says it is disgraceful is that I have clearly caught
him out in the devious and dirty little deals he has done to protect this teaching aide who is
currently employed at the Sir David Brand School. He should not try to say that he has
sorted out the problem to the satisfaction of the parents when I know that is not the case.
Mr Pearce: When did you speak to the parents last?
Mr CASH: Less than a week ago. On Tuesday, 8 September I asked question 1512 of the
Minister, as follows --

Is he aware of the concern of parents of children attending the Sir David Brand
School at Coolbinia of the continued employment at that school of a male aide who
was recently convicted of a charge involving sexual harassment?

Mr Pearce: There was no charge involving sexual harassment.
Mr CASH: The Minister said in reply --

I have received no commuunication from parents regarding this matter.
A number of parents of children attending that school have told me that the Minister is not
telling the truth when that question is compared with the answer. There is clear evidence to
show that he was advised of the concerns of the parents of students at that school.
Mr Pearce: I have had no approach from the parents.
Mr CASH: The Minister was told by his staff officers that the parents at that school were
concerned at the continued employment of this teaching aide. I know that because I said to
hinm earlier on that when I spoke to his department some months ago I was prepared to accept
that he was going to rake the correct action. His ministerial adviser told me.
Mr Pearce: You are fibbing.
Mr CASH: The Minister can say what he likes, but at the moment he tries to tell us that he
has worked out everything to the satisfaction of the parents. That is patently not the case.
The Minister is wrong and I suggest he go back to those parents and have a good talk with
them.
At the time I asked my question of the Minister I was in receipt of a letter dated 3 September
from parents of students at that school addressed to Dr Louden, the Director General of
Education, and the letter was signed by about 15 concerned parents. Is the Minister saying
that at no time prior to my asking that question that any of his staff raised with hint the
concern of parents at that school?
Mr Brian Burke: The Minister is saying he didn't receive an approach from the parents.
Mr CASH: The Treasurer will have to go back to sleep because he has missed half the story.
I have been speaking for something like 20) minutes and he comes in and tries to defend his
Minister, but regrettably for him his defence is all out of context; he does not even understand
what I have beent talking about.
Mr Brian Burke: Where is the approach from the parents to the Minister?
Mr CASH: The Treasurer is obviously talking about another matter. He can twist and turn
as much as he likes, but the fact remains that his Minister for Education has not satisfactorily
resolved the problem at the Sir David Brand School.
Mr Clarko: Is the Treasurer happy to have a homosexual handling grossly mentally and
physically handicapped kids?
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Mr CASH: I do not need to ask him that because of his actions tonight in trying to protect his
Minister; he quite clearly accepts the fact that homosexuals should be allowed to be placed in
charge of these disadvantaged children.
Mr Pearce: Do you realise that Dr Louden is a parent of a child at chat school?
Mr CASH: Yes. I go there quite often -- more often, I would imagine, than the Minister.
The school is only a few hundred yards away from where I live, and [ think my association
with the school is far greater than the Minister's.
Mr Brian Burke: Where is the approach from the parents to the Minister?
Mr CASH: The Treasurer can carry on like the clown he is, but he is not going to change the
fact that the Minister has taken no action.
Mr Marlborough: You continue to tell lies.
Several members interjected.

Withdrawal of Remark
The SPEAKER: Order! I am not happy with the sorts of interjections that have been taking
place, and I am particularly unhappy with the interjection just made by the member for
Cockburn. There is an appropriate course of action he should now take.
Mr MARLBOROUGH: I withdraw.

Debate Resumed
Mr CASH: For the benefit of the Treasurer, who has only recently joined us in the Chamber,
[ could give an outline of the basic problem confronting the parents of children attending the
Sir David Brand School. It involves a teaching aide who was charged on 29 May of this year
in the Fremantle court of assaults of a sexual nature. The assaults that were referred to at that
court hearing occurred on 13 February this year at the Kim Beazley School in White Gum
Valley.
Mr Brian Burke: This teacher --

Mr CASH: Teaching aide. The Treasurer could at least listen, and if he interjects, he should
interject correctly and represent the facts as they are given to him. It was a teaching aide and
that teaching aide was convicted of the charges and fined $750.
Mr Brian Burke: What were the charges?
Mr CASH: If the Treasurer wants the information he should do the research and go to the
Crown Law Department and get a transcript of the hearing. He should not expect me to do
the dirty work for him.
Mr Brian Burke: You are being sensitive.
Mr CASK: We had an example of sensitivity when the Minister for Education was put under
tremendous pressure earlier. As soon as I raised this problem at the Sir David Brand School,
the Minister tried to interject so volubly as to drown out anything I was saying. He tried to
interject a number of times on the very fair and honest comnments made by the member for
Karrinyup. Obviously the Treasurer, realising that the Minister for Education was not
winning too many marks in this area, camne in here and tried to defend his Minister. For the
Treasurer's benefit, we have established that the reaching aide was convicted of assaults of a
sexual nature and fined $750.
Mr Pearce: Do you chink that is a large fine for assaults of a sexual nature?
Mr CASH: That is for the Minister to have out -with the courts; I am relating the facts. The
teaching aide was then transferred to the Sir David Brand School in Coolbinia, a similar
school to the Kim Beazley School. The Treasurer apparently accepts that confirmed and
confessed homosexuals should be able to work with grossly retarded children. I say to him
that that is not a view which is shared by the parents of the children or the community in
general. There are plenty of opportunities for the Minister for Education to have this teaching
aide transferred to another --
Mr Peter Dowding: To another school? Is that what you are suggesting? It would get you
off the hook, would it? What a little sleazebag you are.
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Mr CASH: I would have thought that the Minister, who got married during the weekend,
would come into this House in a happier frame. of mind. [ do not know what has happened
over the weekend, but since he camne in heat this afternoon all he has done is pour bile on
people. Three days after I go: manried I was still smiling, and I anm surprised he is not doing
the same thing. Then again, I have been married only once, and I guess that is the difference,
There are opportunities within the education system in Western Australia to have this
teaching aide transferred. There is no need for himn to be required to work at the Sir David
Brand School and car for the grossly disadvantaged and retarded children.

Mr Clarko: He should not be allowed to work there.

Mr Peter Dowding: Where would you like hint transferred?

The SPEAKER. Order!

Mr Clarko: Siberia!

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! When I call order I expect order straightaway and not when you
have finished your interjection. You and other members in this place may well not agree
with what this member says, but that is not the point. He may not agate with something you
have to say later, but you will want to say it.

Mr CASH: There are opportunities within the education system in Western Australia to have
this teaching aide transferred to another venue. The parents of the children attending the Sir
David Brand School have made it very clear that they do not necessarily want this teaching
aide sacked or dismissed from the Education Department. They do not want to take away his
livelihood, and I think it is fair to say they are being very generous in that regard. It is not
necessarily the view I would take.

Mr Court: No-one talks about the victim in this case and what he had to go through before
there was any justice at all.

Mr CASH: Quite so.

Mr Pearce: You have not read the transcript.

Mr Court: That person came to see me, and it is a very serious case.

Mr Pearce: It is not a very serious case at all.

The SPEAKER: Order! You are no different.

Mr CASH: I agree with the member for Nedlands, it is a very serious case and it is not
something that can be dismissed easily or lightly, as the Minister for Education is trying to
do.

Mr Pearce: That is an aspersion on the court because it said it merited a $750 fine and you
are trying to take away his life earnings as a result of it.
Mr CASH: The Minister for Education continues to interject in what I can only describe as
an hysterical manner.
Mr Pearce: I am very angry.

Mr CASH: The reason he has interjected in this way is related to his handling of the case -- a
case in which he has been caught out.
I did not intend to spend as much time tonight as I have discussing the problem of the
employment of this aide at the Sir David Brand School. It has only been the interjections of
the Minister for Education and later the Treasurer when he came in here to defend his
Minister that have caused me to discuss this matter at more length.

Mr Pearce: You thought you could chuck mud for two minutes and then go straight on to the
next mud-chucking exercise.

Mr CASH: If the Minister for Education wants me to continue my discussion of this matter I
will do it during the next debate. There is plenty of opportunity, and quite clearly because of
his interjections there may be a need for me to conduct some further investigations to
ascertain the real dealings of the Minister on this particular matter.
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I was contacted not only by parents of students at the Sir David Brand School but also by
parents of students at the Kim Beazley School, and they said to me they believed their
children may have been interfered with when this particular person was employed at that
school.
Mr Pearce: You have made that up.
Mr CASH: I asked those parents whether they could give me evidence because I was very
disturbed by the statements they made.
Mr Peter Dowding: Could they?
Mr CASH: Obviously they were not able to provide physical evidence. All they could say
was they believed because of the temperament of their children when they returned from
school during the employ of this teaching aide at the Kim Beazley School --

Point of Order
Mr PETER DOWDING: The member has just made a most unparliamentary attack on a
member of the public and has just admitted he has absolutely no evidence to support it. I
believe it is a most improper act on the part of the member for Mt Lawley.
Mr Clarko: Go home to bed if you can find out which one.
The SPEAKER: Order! That is bordering on what I would call unacceptable, too.
Although the Minister would like to call that a point of order it is probably more closely
aligned to a point of view.

Debate Resumed

Mr CASH: Obviously I accept your ruling, Mr Speaker. It was the correct ruling, and I amn
surprised the Minister for Labour, Productivity and Employment should want to stand up and
put that point of view, It seems there are a number of Ministers in this House who are going
out of their way to protect this individual.
I want one thing noted in respect of this debate: At no time have I referred to the name of the
teaching aide who was convicted of these assaults of a sexual nature. I do not believe I have
maligned anyone in my comments tonight. I have quite properly represented the views of
many of the parents of children who attend the Sir David Brand School in Coolbinia, but
more than that I have represented the views of many people within our community. They are
totally dismayed and disappointed at the handling of this matter by the Minister for
Education. He has not solved the problem to the satisfaction of the parents or the wider
community in this State. It is incumbent on him to see that that teaching aide is transferred
out of that school as soon as possible.
I know that that is the wish of the parents and many people within the community who
believe that the Sir David Brand School or the Kim Beazicy School are not the appropriate
types of schools for people who have been convicted of assaults of a sexual nature to be
looking after children.
MR PEARCE (Armadaie -- Minister for Education) [8.41 pm]: I take the unusual course of
a Minister speaking in the Budget debate merely to respond briefly to the last comments
made by the member for Mt Lawley. Although he claims, in what must be one of the most
hypocritical stances taken in this Parliament, that he maligned nobody because he has not
named a person, there is not one person in the Press Gallery or anywhere else in this place
who would not know the name of the person he has sought to malign.
I refer particularly to his effort to allege that this person may have interfered with small
children at the Kim Beazley School. I want it placed on record, unequivocally, that I have
had no approach, any complaint, or any suggestion of a complaint from any parent from that
school with regard to any of the matters raised by the member for Mt Lawley.
I have no doubt that the member for Mt Lawley made dhat up in the dying moments of a
speech chat had run into grave trouble. It is tremendously important that members of
Parliament rise to a level of integrity rather higher than that to which the member for Mt
Lawley has managed in this particular set of circumstances.
The second aspect I want to raise concerns the employment of the particular aide at the Sir
David Brand School. I refer to the last commaents made by the member for Mt Lawley that
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we should move to transfer the aide from that school- The Director General of Education did
not make to me the recommendation the member for Mt Lawley claims, and he has publicly
denied that he ever made the statement claimed by the member. He has been to the Sir David
Brand School and discussed the matter with the parents. The Director General of Education
is, himself, a parent of that school and obviously he has an interest in what occurs there and
he has a closeness to other parents because of his circumstances. As a result of the
discussions he had at that school he reported Co me that he believed the parents were satisfied
with the discussion. I have no reason to disbelieve that because I have received no approach
from any parent or any other person since the time that the Director General discussed the
matter with the parents from the Sir David Brand School.

Mr Peter Dowding: Is it fair to say that the member for Mt Lawley has totally misrepresented
the position?

Mr PEARCE: It seems to me that the member for Mt Lawley has totally misrepresented the
position. What he has done is to use the first available parliamentary opportunity to raise
matters which were settled some time ago and to use the simple expedient of throwing mud at
someone who is not able to defend himself in the parliamentary forum to make some vague
political point against me or the Government. I do not mind people attacking me -- that is
part of the business. However, it is scurrilous when a member comes into this House and
alleges, without any evidence, that a citizen of Western Australia has been interfering with
young children at a school when there has been no complaint by the parents and when that
person has been supported by a majority of staff from that school. They wrote to me in
unequivocal terms that they had complete and absolute trust in the way in which the teaching
aide had dealt with children. There had never been any question raised about that person's
capacity to relate to children in anything other than a proper way. It is quite disgusting.

The member for Mt Lawley knows a little more than he is saying, particularly in regard to his
last comment. He finished his speech with an appeal to me to transfer the aide from the Sir
David Brand School. I understand that that aide has, in fact, applied for a transfer. He has
lodged a transfer application to another school -- not at my request or at the request of anyone
in the deparment, but of his own volition- It is something that many teachers and aides do
towards the end of the school year. In the normal course of events his transfer may be agreed
to. I am sure that the member for Mt Lawley is well aware, as, indeed, everyone at the school
is aware, that this aide has sought a transfer. What he is trying to do is to prepare the ground
for the possibility that if the aide receives a transfer which he has sought, then he will say I
have acted or the department has acted because of the pressure which he has brought to bear
to involuntarily transfer that person from that school. That would be a totally malicious and
distorting interpretation to place on those facts. It is particularly callous and dishonest of the
member to come into this House, knowing that that transfer has been sought, and to try to
prepare the ground for that position.

Mr Clarko: Do you think the parents of the new school, if he receives a transfer, will
welcome him?

Mr PEARCE: It may be that they will not. One of the difficulties that anyone faces in this
life is that if they transgress in whatever way, and wherever, there will always be people
around whispering in advance of their coming in a way that will raise anyone's concern. I
know that some members of the Opposition are in a bad way politically and that it is hard
times for them and they are facing up to another one and a half years in Opposition and
another four years after that in Opposition and I guess they have to grab at any straw.
However, it is grubby that in order to try to score a measly point off me which will probably
not swing more than two or three votes in the entire State in the next election, the Opposition
is prepared to put up for grabs someone's life. It is an awfully petty and miserable thing to
do.

The member for Mt Lawley, who was forced to stand down from competition for the position
of deputy leader because of the grubbiness of his political activities, has reached an all time
low, not only for himself, but also for some of his grubby mates on the other side of the
House.

Withdrawal of Remzark

Mr CASH: I think I heard the Minister for Education say something along the lines that I
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was forced to step down ftom the challenge of the deputy leadership of my party because of
my grubby political actions -- it was something to that effect. I consider those remarks to be
unparliamentary and I ask you, Mr Speaker, to order him to withdraw those comments.
The SPEAKER: I could not agree.

Debate Resumed
MR TUBBY (Greenough) [8.A8 pm]: Once again it gives me a great deal of pleasure to take
part in the Budget debate. Firstly I indicate that so far as the Geraldton mid-west region is
concerned the Budget was almost a non-issue. Although a lot of money has been allocated in
the Budget for various developments in the area, most of them have been announced, some
started, and some completed. The funds were officially allocated to tidy up the situation.
It was pleasing to note that funds have been allocated for additional accommodation at the
regional TAPE college. It certainly is welcomed in the area and it will enable that college to
fulfil its regional activities and to serve a vast area by providing accommodation for a large
number of students who are seeking accomnmodation at the college.
Members are aware of the allegations that were made in this place during the week in which
the Budget was announced. I attended various functions during the weekend following the
announcement, and the subject which was of most interest was the disclosure of the private
financial dealings of a private citizen. Many people expressed to me their complete alarm
about these allegations. I do not wish to go into the subject in detail but the opening three
paragraphs in an article in the Daily News of Thursday, 10 September titled "What price
privacy?' easily sums up the disgust expressed by people in my electorate.
It reads --

The WA Government has demonstrated a despicable and alarming lack of morality in
divulging the financial affairs of a private citizen for political gain.
In revealing in Parliament that Liberal Party, President, Mr Keith Simpson, had
withdrawn a $150 000 long-term deposit with the Teachers Credit Society and put the
money in the State Energy Commission at a lower interest rate, the Government
stooped to gutter tactics of the worst kind.
It should disgust Labor and Liberal supporters alike.

I can assure you, Mr Speaker, that it did just that. To continue --

Whatever excuses they put forward the actions of Bob Pearce and Brian Burke are
indefensible.
Even more disquieting to is how the information was obtained.

That was a very bad situation, and a very bad reflection on the Treasurer and the Minister
when they stooped to that sort of action in trying to gain a political point by focusing
attention on the problems of the Teachers Credit Society and then shifting the focus to an
innocent private citizen.
The rally on the ID card certainly demonstrated the feelings of people not only here in Perth
but also in Cleraldton the day after the announcement that the card was to be withdrawn. The
predictions were that the Geraldton rally would be a flop. However, the march was a
tremendous success and people ftom all walks of life once again joined and registered a
strong protest against the proposal for an Australia Card and everything the card involved.
The card is certainly still the subject of discussion and people are still concerned. Many
people have been -alerted also to proposals by the Federal Government to extend the tax
numbering system and all that may follow that action.
Turning to the Budget allocation for my electorate I thank the Minister for Health for the
funds allocated for the upgrading of the Mullewa District Hospital. I have battled for this
upgrading for some time both with the people on my side of the House and the appropriate
Minister. To the credit of the present Minister the urgency of the situation has been realised
and funds have been approved to allow developments to take place. The kitchen at the
hospital was an absolute disgrace, and required upgrading. The staff at the hospital are to be
admired for the way in which they carried on under difficult conditions, providing a hygienic
supply of food to the patients and staff.
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The interest shown by the Government in the Geraldton electorate is interesting even though
ir is belated. Development in Geraldton spills over into my electorate and it is pleasing to see
the attention being focused on this area. The member for Albany said tonight that promrises
had been made regarding his electorate because at the time Albany was a marginal seat. The
member for Albany has lost the glory of holding a marginal seat and that glory now goes to
Geraldton. The glory is certainly of great benefit to (3eraldron and the mid-west region. The
people of Geraldion recognise why this development will rake place and they will certainly
show their appreciation to the Liberal Party for creating this situation at the next election.
Mr Peter Dowding: What has the Liberal Parry done? It has never done a thing.

Mr TUB BY: It certainly livened the Labor Party up. Before the election the Labor Party had

never done anything. Why was it not reflected in the vote?

Mr Peter Dowding: You didn't win.

Mr TUJBBY: We had a 13 per cent swing against a senior Minister. We have been through
this campaign before but the Geraldron people realise why the Government is now showing
so much interest in Geraldion.

An Opposition member: [ think the Minister admitted defeat at one stage.

Mr TUB BY: HeI did; he absolutely disgraced himself.

Mr Peter Dowding: He did not disgrace himself. Don't be silly.

Mr TUBBY. He almost cried and admitted defeat. People were wondering why my wife
who is very stable indeed, did not accept the defeat because the Minister had offered it to her.
That is not very good behaviour for a senior Minister.

Mr Peter Dowding: Don't try to make capital out of nothing. You normally are not like the
member for Mt Lawley.
Mr TUJBBY: I know I am not.

Mr Peter Dowding:. Very few people are.

Mr TUBBY: I wish that I could speak like the member for Mt Lawley. He has had a
different lifestyle from mine. I have had to work alone, not speaking to anybody for many
long hours.

There are many problems in Geraldton. Today 1 received a copy of a letter to the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services. One of the main problems discussed at the recent election in
Geraldton was law and order in the town. The situation did quieten down for a while but we
have had a considerable spate of vandalism, and breaking and entering in the town, and a
generally distressing situation still exists. We have one segment of the Geraldton community
endeavouring to do all they can to promote Geraldton and to make it an attractive town to
visit --

Mr Peter Dowding: Do you think the arrangements in respect of the foreshore are being
enhanced by the current plans?
Mr TUBBY: Of course.

Mr Peter Dowding: Did your Government do anything about it?

Mr TUBBY: The Minister's Government has acted only because of the shake-up his
Minister received.

Mr Can: It was announced before the election.

Mr TUBBY: It was a convenient time to do it and have attention paid to it.

The letter from the Geraldton Cultural Club reads as follows --

Our organisation is becoming increasingly concerned at the amount of vandalism and
breaking and entering in the town of Geraldton.
It is obvious that the Police Force in the regional office at Geraldton is woefully
undermanned to handle the situation.

Properties owned by this organisation have been broken into six times in the past six
month-, and other acts of wanton vandalism such as broken windows occur far too
regularly.
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Requests for patrol of the area of the car park, behind our properties, have been made
to the police after each of these offences.
While the damage to our properties is naturally concerning this organisation, it is the
general breakdown of law and order in this town that perturbs us most.

Previous to the State election problems of vandalism and hooliganism were apparent
at the Western end of Marine Terrace. This was quickly stamped out by the provision
of regular parrots by the police. This no doubt would have had a bearing on the
voting at the election.

We would therefore request that consideration be given to increasing the number of
police personnel in this area.

The letter was signed by N.J. Curnick, Managing Secretary.

I think that action was taken. In the heat of the election it certainly did have an effect and it is
a clear indication that additional police staff are needed in Geraidton in order to carry out
more on-foot inspections of these areas.

A woman came into my office yesterday to express her concern. She said she was normally
not frightened in this type of situation but she had walked down the southern end of Marine
Terrace during the weekend and had never felt so frightened in her life before. I do not think
this is very good for the reputation I believe our city-to-be should have, and I hope the
Government will treat this situation seriously and upgrade the numbers of police,
Mr Cant: Already there has been a considerable increase. There have been four additional
police and two aides placed up there recently, and another four are in the pipeline, When you
consider what your crowd ever did about the Police Force when it was in power, you should
be thankful for what we have done.

Mr TUBBY: If the Minister looks at the increase in population in Geraldton he will see that
the police numbers are barely keeping pace with it.
Mr Canr interjected.

Mr TUBBY: I have done my homnework, and I expect the Minister to do more. I heard the
Minister speak there when I got back on Friday morning. Unfortunately I did not hear all of
his speech but I think it was a pathetic and weak attempt to say it is an Australia-wide and
worldwide trend and that Geraldton is growing so the people must accept it as fact.

Mr Can: I did not say they should accept it as a fact. Are you denying we are facing trends
similar to those elsewhere in the world?
Mr TUBBY: We are.

Mir Cart: Of course we are.

Mir TUJBBY: But we are certainly copping our share in Geraldton. I admit there has been an
increase in the police numbers, but we need more.

Mr Carr: If we had had a few more while your crowd was in Government we might be on
top of the situation now, instead of which we are having to get out of the mess your crowd
created.

Mr TUJBBY: It is all very well for the Minister to say he is putting on 100 extra police.

Mr Cart: We are, too. Your crowd did not put any extra on in one year.

Mr TUBBY: There are over 100 good senior police officers retiring at 55. They have plenty
of life left in them and should be contributing to-the Police Force still.- They ate very -

experienced officers who are glad to get away from the job they have loved all their lives.
They are dying to get out. It is a very sad situation and I am only expressing the extreme
concern of the people of Geraldton. I know the Minister must have had it expressed to hint,
and if he has not he will in the near future, with people demanding that something be done. It
is just not good enough.

The seasonal conditions in my electorate this year have indeed been very variable. Along the
coast it has been quite a reasonable season but unfortunately in the shires of Mullewa,
Morawa, and Perenjori we have once again seen disastrous situations existing. It is amazing
what has actually been produced from this area considering that we have had very little more
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rain than we had in the disastrous year of 1976 when it was just a dust bowl and absolutely
nothing was produced. At least there has been a reasonable ground coverage, but farmers in
that area will be in considerable difficulties. It is rather sad because when there are no crops
there is no fee, and the farmers will not be able to take advantage of the considerable uplift in
wool prices.

I do not know what the position will be with many of those farmers. It is sad to move around
the area and see virtually dozens of quite reasonable homes standing empty when there are
people who require homes. Perhaps the Government could consider a system whereby some
of the homes now being wasted on these properties could be occupied by people. They may
be supporting mothers who do not have to go out to work but who want a stable lifestyle for
their families, or supporting fathers, or perhaps unemployed people or pensioners. Most of
these homes are really good homes. They have all the facilities provided, including SEC, and
it does seem to be an enormous waste. It is something that should be looked into because,
while the farms are still being farmed and leased to other landholders at a very low rate, in
many cases they certainly would appreciate being able to let the accornmodation on the
properties they are leas~ing or that they own to get some form of income. Ic would also
provide decent homes for a number of citizens, and help to retain the facilities such as
schools and shops in those country towns.

Because of the deteriorating situation, only in the last few weeks the towns of Three Springs
and Morawa have last their chemists. This is a very grave situation because now there is no
chemist between Moora in the south and Dongara in the north. There is no chemist at
Mullewa, Morawa, or Three Springs. In that area there are three hospitals and four doctors,
and the people in the area are concerned that their requirements for the dispensing of drugs
cannot be met. Once a chemist leaves, it is very difficult to attract another and it also reflects
on the hospital and on the viability of the doctors' practices. It certainly is a distressing state
of affairs.

I did mention that there has been a considerable lift in wool prices, which has led to a lot
more sheep being brought back into the area. However, there is also much interest in angora
goats and deer fanning. Along the coast in the more assured rainfall areas these new
industries have a very hright future, but one new industry that is being established is emu
farmning. Only one licence has been issued in my electorate at this stage, but quite a lot of
publicity has been given in recent times to the fact that licences are to be granted for emu
fanning, and plenty of interest has been shown in the products. I hoped that the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management would be here this evening but unfortunately he is not.
I introduced a deputation to him, which was very strongly supported by the Minister for
Agriculture, to have these licences issued. I believe from the publicity that has been given to
it that it could be a very vital industry. I will quote from a letter written by the Minister for
Agriculture to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management in respect of the issuing
of these licences.

The letter reads --

On philosophical grounds, I would like to express to you in the strongest possible
terms that there is no possible hope of conservation without management. The
attributation of nil commercial value to our native fauna, and flora, does nothing to
improve their long term chances of survival.

I think this is very true indeed. The letter continues --

I would suggest to you that the only hope to "conserve' Australia's ecosystem is by
utilising more of Australia's native plants and animals and that the romantic idea of
conservation for preservation's sake can only occur in museum-like institutions. The
idea that we should continue to have a pastoral industry based entirely on introduced
hard-footed animals which are alien to our delicate ecosystem when there is evidence
of possible alternatives is preposterous.

In view of the urgent need for diversification in the rural sector, there is a unique
opportunity to look at alternative productions. I believe that a case should be made
for the adoption of more of our indigenous plants and animals for the development of
a sustainable economy based on our own ecosystem, not the European or American
one.
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I think that is a very valuable comment ftom the Minister in support of that industry. I would
also refer to an article written by Jan Oldhami -- I do not have the name of the paper nor do I
have the date it was published -- but it reads as follows --

Old emu had better watch out -- emu oil is a great cure for arthritis, helps dry skin and
is fabulous for nappy rash.
Some people even claim it gets rid of wrinkles.
This is nothing new to the bush Aborigine. For the past few thousand years they've
been treating arthritis by wrapping fatty emu skin around painful joints.
And it didn't rake the new settlers long to learn about the medicinal qualities of this
oil either.
For ages old timers. in the outback have been rubbing emu fat into aching muscles.
Nothing much was done with the information -- for, as an Aussie Mrs Beaton might
have said: "First catch your emu".

It would be rather difficult to do so if one were crippled and could not catch the emu to start
with. The article continues --

Once it seemed emu oil would stay a bush lore, reserved for historic anecdotes, but
things changed when commercial emu farming began.
A plump emu can render up to six litres of fat, so although the birds were being
fanned for their skins, the oil became a sizable by-product for the farms.
Earlier this year the first commercial emnu farm of the Ngangganawii Aboriginal
Comnmunity was re-launched with much fanfare and a high-fashion parade at Wiluna.
Then a group called Dromaius Enterprises became involved with the second emu
farm near Wubin about six months ago.
One of the Dromaius partners is a doctor who was fascinated by the alleged medicinal
properties of emu fat.
For two years he has tested the oil on arthritic patients and it appeared to ease the
pain.
lHe also made another discovery.
The oil's penetrating qualities appeared to improve dry skin complaints and ease
conditions such as nappy rash.
Then suddenly people began to report that their wrinkles seemed to be disappearing.
Because emu fat is a natural product it is good news for people whose skin is allergic
to other preparations.
Most moisturisers are petroleum or vegetable oil based and can cause a reaction in
many people.
So far, no one has been found to be allergic to emu oil.
The only problem with emu oil is its strong, gamney odour.
For several months the people at Dromalus Enterprises tested and refined the fat and
have now developed a nmoisturising cream with very little odour.
Dromaius Enterprises and the Nganigganawili Community have joined forces to
market their products under the name of Kalaya, which, is Aboriginal for emu.

There is no doubt about the potential of ernu products. There has been tremendous publicity
about the quality of the leather which is produced and its attractiveness for high fashion,
expensive garments. It is rather ironic that one of our native animals is being shot by the
thousands because it is considered vermin, yet it is so valuable. When the licences were
granted for additional emu farms, the only avenue potential farmers had to obtain their base
breeding stock was to go to an auction and bid for those chicks. The reserve put on the
chicks by the Ngangganawii Community at Wiluna was $200 per chick. I think that when
one views the cost of the original breeding stock and the conditions the farmers have to
comply with as far as fencing and other regulations are concerned, plus keeping a daily
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record of all the tags and code numbers and the history of every bird, this seems to be
unnecessarily restrictive. It will certainly make it very difficult to get this industry off the
ground. The fences being insisted on to retain these birds are the type of fences that would be
required for restraining wild emnus in a confined space. I can assure members that
domesticated emus can be restrained by an ordinary farm fence because once they are hand
fed they are no longer wild and they do not look to escape. I think that some of the
regulations should be eased considerably.

I contacted the farmiers today and they indicated that they purchased 100 chicks at auction in
Perth and did not see the actual product until they went to collect the chicks from Wiluna.
They were the first there to select their 100 from the 600 available chicks. They were
allocated a group of 100 that had been run off for them to take and they refused 60 of the
chicks because of various deformities which had obviously been caused by deficiencies in
diet at Wiluna. They were informed that all the research done about diet for those birds and
general care would be available but they were very disappointed to find that nothing was
available. These people now have some very expensive birds, which they wish to look after
under the best possible conditions, anid they are now finding that not only do they have to
care for the birds but also they have to carry out the necessary research to establish a firm
footing for the industry. They are quite concerned that the Ngangganawili Community is
demanding the research information they collect for the farm at Wiluna. These people are not
very happy with the situation at all.

Throughout the farming community, particularly in the Mullewa Shire, there are quite a
number of emus roaming at liberty. I have had telephone calls from three fanmers in the
Mullewa area who between them would have mobs of between 90 and 100 birds on their
properties.
They told me that these birds were classed as verm-in and were to be shot. It is an absolute
sin in their eyes to destroy these birds and allow them to rot when they are so valuable. They
are seeking information from the Minister as to what they should do, because it does not
seem reasonable that people should have to pay $200 for a small chick when they want
breeding stock and they then see suitable breeding stock being destroyed because they have
been destroying crops and are classed as vermin. They are certainly not very happy about
that situation.

l am sorry the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs is not here because I want to raise a matter
which I have discussed in this House on several occasions. I refer to the final allocation of
the Barrel Well Reserve at Ajana to the Aboriginal Lands Trust. How the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs and the Minister for Lands can make this decision is absolutely beyond
me. The advice given by the local shire and the surrounding farmers, which was conveyed to
both Ministers, clearly indicated that the land will not be suitable for the purpose for which it
has been allocated, and it will be an enormous waste of taxpayers' money. It will make no
real difference to the people whom I am sure the Ministers believe they will assist.

It cannot be a viable operation. It has demonstrated clearly already that problems will be
caused. People in the area see it as a case of Aboriginal people being rewarded for
deliberately flouting and breaking the law, because they have camped right alongside a sign
which says that camping is strictly prohibited on that reserve. I went to a meeting with the
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and saw that. Those people virtually snubbed their noses at
the law and in the eyes of the community, farmers, and the shire they have been seen to be
rewarded for doing so. The development of that reserve will not produce the gains that are
expected for those people and it will be a waste of money.

While that development was condemned by the shire and the people, they put forward a
sound alternative which would have been really worthwhile and a good investment of
Government funds. It would have created useful activity for those people and given them
experience which would aid them in employment. It would also have created interest and
worthwhile activities for young people.

It is very disappointing to see what has happened, and for the Ministers to say now they have
made their decision that they will go to the shire and the surrounding farmers and seek their
advice on how this development should take place is not acceptable. I do not think the people
will cooperate because they can see that in doing so they will be seen to be aiding something
which is totally unproductive.
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I refer now to the situation at Mullewa where a ranger was employed as an activities officer
by arrangement between the Minister and the local council and created activities of interest
for young Aboriginal people in the town. This scheme was in place for 12 months and
worked very well indeed. It has considerably reduced vandalism in Mullewa, and the
behaviour of the young people has improved out of sight. A very active boxing club was
established and was supported by senior Aborigines and parents of the young people, and
proved to be a very worthwhile exercise. The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs provided funds
for the purchase of a bus by the boxing club which enabled the young people to extend their
activities and travel to competitions.

However, the funding of this ranger was provided only for 12 months as an experiment. The
shire and I believe the experiment has worked well, and it applied for funds to allow it to
continue on a permanent basis. The shire was very disappointed indeed after putting a
substantial submission to the Government to have its application for Binding knocked back.
Apart from the home for which arrangements could have been made with the shire, the cost
of the bus and funding amounted to only about $35 000. People in Mullewa see it as a sound
investment and as creating worthwhile activities for the young people. The number of
reported vandalism cases and court sittings declined considerably; the outlook of the children
and the opportunities for involvement of Aboriginal parents improved; and the community
received a real lift. Now it looks as though this scheme will fold for lack of funds because
the shire can no longer provide its share and it is looking to the Government to provide the
total funding. I would like the Minister to reassess the situation because when one looks at
the amount of money to be spent on the development of Barrel Well one sees there is
nowhere the benefit to the Aboriginal community that will be provided at Mullewa. There
seems to be something wrong in the priorities for the allocation of funds. I sincerely and
strongly urge the Government to reconsider because this exercise has been worthwhile and
has made a vast difference to the town of Mullewa.

There was another disappointment in the Budget in that funds were not allocated for the
construction of a hostel at Morawa for the Morawa Agricultural District High School. This
hostel is urgently needed. An enormous amount of Government money is being wasted in
maintaining a totally inadequate single men's mess and quarters which were bought from
Western Mining. It was only a timber frame building, and a lot of good money has been
poured down the drain in maintaining it. It is an ongoing process because it is not suitable for
the purpose for which it is being used. Another important aspect is that this school now has
the biggest land-holding of any agricultural school in the State, and has a pastoral course
which caters for trainees in the pastoral industry.

I refer to the sad situation which occurred in the north recently when two inexperienced
station hands lost their lives and to the focus the Government has put on the need for training
young people as station hands. It is absolutely essential that funds be provided to construct a
hostel at Morawa. The existing hostel is catering for 40 students. The high school, together
with the farm activities, could cater for more than double that number -- possibly up to 100
students -- without any difficulty. It would only require a better utilisation of funds that have
been provided and spent on that agricultural high school.

In view of what I have said I urge the Government to consider the need for pastoral training.
Pastoralists in that area are cooperating in the scheme. Pastoralists from three stations --
Mellenbye, Lochada and Kadji Kadji stations -- have made their stations available for the
more practical aspects of pastoral life. The trainees are actually able to become lost and to
find their way back to the homestead and they receive the required motivation as far as
station life is concerned.

The Minister indicated that this has a high priority, but it is certainly disappointing that those
funds were not allocated to enable this very important education facility to fulfil its purpose.

MR P4J. SMITH (Bunbury) [9.32 pm]: It would be remiss of me if I did not say a few
words about the general development of Bunbury, particularly the Bunbuiy electorate. I
could speak about the whole gamut of the Bunbury area, but it would take far too long.

I was pleased, when looking through the Budget, to find that there had been a 42 per cent
increase in funds allocated to the South West Development Authority. Since its inception the
South West Development Authority has done a great job in implementing the Government's
decentralisation programme. All members of the authority, including the directors, Ernie
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Manca, Kevin Strapp, and Jenny Wright, plus the members of the various committees which
feed into that authority, should be commended for the work they have done.

I am pleased that authorities similar to the South West Development Authority have been set
up in the midwest, great southern, and Kimberley regions. I know, from the experience in the
south west, that those bodies will make similar progress to that made by the South West
Development Authority. I have been very pleased with the way in which the South West
Development Authority has been able to coordinate the various Government departments and
shire councils with regard to projects throughout the south west. I have been particularly
pleased with the way in which it has coordinated projects with the Bunbury City Council.

Only yesterday it was announced that L~ots I and 3 of the old railway land in Bunbury are to
be developed by the Tilli-Elders group and approximately $22 million will be spent on the
development. It will enable the people of Bunbury to utiise the inlet. That was probably the
original intention of the first settlers in Bunbury. Most people, when they find a site on
which to settle, tend to look for water, and port and other facilities. I understand that when
Bunbury was first settled the settlers saw the inlet as the place to be. In fact, I know that they
used the various creeks and the estuary for their transport.

Over the years, a railway was constructed and the region developed economically. It
depended on the railway for timber and farming. The railway cut off the people from the
inlet and one of the major features of the development will be that the buildings will face the
inlet and Blair Street. There is also a proposal to develop Lot 4 as a marina development. It
is located alongside the "Plug" as it is known in Bunbury and towards the north shore.

The South West Development Authority, together with the Bunbury City Council, has been
involved in the north shore study. Members who have a knowledge of Bunbury will be
aware that the- main approach to Bunbury was along Stirling Street, to the east. It later
centred on Blair Street. Gradually the north shore and the original harbour have become less
of a focus and have become more industrialised. The north shore study will provide for the
focus to be on the northern section of Sunbury.

A marina study is being undertaken of the port area for tourism development. Over the next
few years that whole area should blossom. An agreement is now being drawn up with the
Bunbury City Council to partially fund the Koombana bridge over the estuary, which will
provide a new entrance into Bunbury along the north shore and towards the northern part of
the city. Future tourists and businesses in Bunbury, including the workers, will have the use
of a very pleasant redeveloped estuary.

I hope that provision will be made in the outer harbour study for fishing boat moorings. I
have pleaded with the Minister about every six months to try to find out what is going on. 1
am pleased that the Minister has advised that the fishermen will be approached to ascertain
their needs with regard to upgrading the mooring facilities. There has been an extension to
the fishing industry in the south west, particularly in regard to trawling facilities and limited
entry fishing. That has put a greater demand on mooring facilities in the outer harbour, and it
is overcrowded. The very low tides in the last couple of days have resulted in the boats
which were moored being left grounded and almost high and dry.

I notice that provision has been made in the Budget for $6.3 million for the Australind by-
pass. That work has already commenced and it will enable people visiting the south west to
by-pass the heavy traffic in the Australind, Eaton, and Bunbury areas and will allow them to
continue through to Busselton, Bridgetown, and other south west towns. I do not know
whether that will affect the tourist prospects of Bunbury, but I know that the tourist bureau
and the Bunbury City Council are aware of it and are endeavouring to upgrade Bunbuty's
tourist image. The new development along the inlet will make it a much more attractive
place to visit.

I have been pushing for the establishment of the Bunbury Institute of Advanced Education
for many years. This uniiversity-type facility has been allocated $2.9 million this year to
complete work at the institute. Presently the courses are being upgraded and it will provide a
three-year diploma or degree course. The first degrees were presented in the educational
areas earlier this year.

This morning I attended a ceremony for the installation of the ICL plan-5 computer, which is
above the ins:itute's needs at the moment. It will have a line to the South West Development
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offices and has the capability of linking up with other Government departments.

As all members know, the Stare Government has been a major contriburor in funding the
institute building. It had to be called on to help with the library and computer facilities. I
hope that in the near future the Federal Government will see that ir is its duty to look after
tertiary institutions, particularly this institute, so that the State Government does not have to
fall back on its funds to keep up this much needed tertiary facility for people in the south
west.

Some of' the other projects which have been completed in the last 12 months include the
regional art gallery which is functioning exceptionally well. It has had a huge increase in the
number of visitors. It amazes me when fighting for art galleries or museums in regional areas
that people keep saying that they are not required and that they will not be used. Surveys
have shown that people do want such facilities. People use these facilities when they are
available, and this has certainly been demonstrated with all the amenities built in the Bunbury
area. Two other major facilities are needed near Bunbury. The first is an entertainment
centre. That has been needed for the last 80 years and I am pleased that the Government has
committed $ 1.5 million to be spent on that project, when the council eventually makes a
decision on whether or not to build it. I am also very pleased to note that the local
community is involved in planning and helping to raise funds for it, and in trying ro find an
appropriate site.

There is also a need for a regional museum. The South West Development Authority is
handling that at present, and I would like to see this facility developed in the near future.
However, I know that the city council considers that the entertainment centre has first
priority.

Another major development in the area is the Australind High School which has relieved
pressure on the Bunbury Senior High School. The staff and students finally moved into the
new school this week, and during the next couple of weeks I will find out how they like it.

Mr Bradshaw: Do you agree with the member for Mitchell about that school?

Mir P.J. SMITH: I think architecture is like art; the appreciation of it is in the eyes of the
beholder. I know that the split levels were causing some concern, but I will find out how the
students and staff are handling them generally. While things are being created or built they
have their critics;, and it will be interesting to know how the students, teachers, and parents
respond once they are in the school and it gets moving.
The community health centre has been completed at South Bunbury and it is working well.
A new community house, called Munchkin Manor, has been built in the centre of Bunbury
near the regional hospital and it is due to open shortly.

The Australind train is finally completed. [ have been involved in this project for five years
and the total cost is in excess of $8 million, which makes it a very expensive piece of
machinery. It has five powered coaches and it has certainly been worth the wait. I rode on
the train recently and managed to test everything, some of it by accident! I can assure
members that they will find when they travel on the train that it has everything the people of
the south west have asked for. I have been impressed by the attitude of all those involved --
the Ministers concerned (N-on Julian Grill and Hon Gavan Troy), Comeng, and Westrail.
They put up a hard fight but they were prepared to listen to the submissions made by me and
people in the region about the train. We did not win everything but it is not possible to have
a vehicle which pleases everyone. I am sure members will find the train is a delight. It is
certainly much quieter and faster than the average car. There was some concern among the
elderly who felt that the sensation of speed might create a problem with the train hurtling
along at 110 kilomnetres an hour. At top speed the train reaches 1 10 to 120 kilometres an
hour, but the sensation is the same as if one were in a car travell ing at 70 or g0 kilometres an
hour. I look forward to the train being introduced on the regular run.

Because of the general activities and entrepreneurship of the South West Development
Authority, more and more businesses are being attracted to the south west. I was very
pleased that the silicon smelter project has been earmarked for the area at Picton. It is a
$ 100 million project which will give a boost to employment in the south west. It was
interesting to note that the project will be built in the area because that was not anticipated
even though the South West Development Authority fought hard for it. One of the reasons
was that a large number --
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Mr Trenorden: It was a by-election, that was the only reason. Your comments verge on the
ridiculous.

Mr P.J. SMITH: It is not the only reason at all. The member for Avon may care to quote
them and I will tell him of some of the reasons that verge on the ridiculous. One of the things
I read in the paper about the silicon project was that the protests made by the people --

Mr Trenorden: Show me the people who protested. It has not happened in my electorate.

Mr P.J. SMITH: I am talking about the protests reported in the The West Australian. I winl
see if I can get the member a copy of the paper in wh4 ich the protests were reported. It was
said that people did not want trucks going through Dwellingup.

Mr Trenorden: The trucks were not going anywhere near Dwellingup.

Mr P.1. SMITH: I am not saying that is the major reason it was shifted, but protests were
made and, irrespective of what the member for Avon thinks about the matter, I must admit I
had doubts about it being located in Picton.

Mr Trenorden: I am sure you did.

Mr P.J. SMITH: I always hoped it would go there but people must realise that when industry
comes into an area they must look at all sides before they protest. I know that
environmentalists are concerned about any project that goes ahead and its effect on the
community, but any industry established in an area affects the environment. It is not possible
to set up an industry which will not disturb any tree, animal, bird, or human being. That is
the price to be paid and we have to balance that against employing people and producing
something.

Mr Trenorden: And getting votes.

Mr P.1. SMITH: I do not know whether it will get votes, as the member says.

Mr Trenorden: Come on, we did not come down in the last shower -- perhaps in the shower
before that.

Mr P.J. SMITH: The member for Avon is certainly wet enough.

I congratulate the Government on another area it has put a lot of money into around the State,
particularly in Bunbury -- the cycleways project. As a keen cyclist and an observer of the
many people involved in cycling, I am impressed by the joint effort between State and local
government money put into cycleways around Western Australia. There are some delightfu
rides for recreation and safe pathways have been provided along very busy roads. Certainly
in Bunbury I have seen the expansion of this and its integration into a heritage trail. One of
the problems in Bunbury is that it is too dangerous to cycle on some of the very busy roads
and there is conflict between the elderly and the young with regard to the footpaths. The
elderly want to use the footpaths for walking and the youth want to use them for cycling
because it is too dangerous to use the roads. I am not sure how this problem can be solved; I
hope that good engineering in the fute may solve the problem.
I am very pleased to note the family unit package which was introduced and the subsidy
offered to people with regard to safety helmets for their children. I do not know how we can
persuade the youth to wea safety helmets other than perhaps by way of providing a subsidy.
I am sure that if mum has bought the safety helmet there is a better chance of the child
wearing it. If all the children in the class wore safety helmets and were instructed in their
use, perhaps that would help. I noticed in the Bunbury region during the school holidays that
mainly the younger children, aged eight, nine, or 10 years, wore helmets, but very few
children older than that did.

An aspect which affects country people is the speed limit on the freeways. I congratulate the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services on introducing a speed limit of 90 kilometres an
hour and the keep left rule.

An Opposition member: And the member for Clontarf.

Mr P.1. SMITH: I certainly agree with the campaign waged by the member for Clontarf. HeI
has not been alone but he has certainly been outspoken on this matter.
It seems that most people are content on the freeways now to drive at 90 kilometres an hour
as opposed to what seemed to be 70 and 100 kilometres before. I still believe the keep left
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rule should be instituted even on the freeways because we still have people who want to drive
at 85 kilometres an hour in the convoys and those who want to sit at around 90 or perhaps 95
kilometres an hour. I believe that if a person wants to break the law, it is up to him; if he
wants to do 100 or 110 kilometres an hour, so be it.

Mr Blaikie: Would you extend the keep left rule to dual lane highways?

Mr P.J. SMIT: It seems to be the rule nationally that unless one is turning right, one keeps
left at all times, which seems to be a logical rule to implement, and it will come some day.
The other itemn I would like to mention -- and I did not see this in the Budget, but I know
money has been allocated -- is the hyperbaric unit to be established at Fremantle Hospital.
During my work with the Government underwater diving task force, we were very keen to
see this facility established in some hospital. There is a need not so much to provide a
service for the diving public, who may need it, particularly during the summer if they suffer
decompression sickness -- or the bends, as people call it -- but also for diving instructors and
doctors in particular, who need to obtain the skills and the practice in using this unit. One of
the problems the diving task force found was the lack of doctors who had the training to
assess people's suitability for compressed air diving. Many people think of the hyperbaric
unit as being used only for decompression sickness, but it is also used for the treatment of
many illnesses, particularly bumns cases and carbon monoxide poisoning, and for similar
cases both accidental and suicidal.

I congratulate the Government on the Budget and particularly on the way in which it relates
to Bunbury.

MVR READ (Mandurab) [9.54 pm]: I would like to say a few words about the Budget and
how it affects the electorate of Mandurah. I know this may sound sour to a few members of
the Opposition who are here, but I congratulate the Treasurer and his Ministers, and the
Government generally, on this Budget.

Mr Blaikie interjected.

Mr REPAD: I notice that the member for Vasse has a lot to say, and I might tell him that I was
down in his electorate a couple of weeks ago, and the member's time would be better spent in
speaking to people down there rather than interjecting in speeches here. I think it will do him
a lot of good politically if he were to take that bit of friendly advice.

Mr Blaikie interjected.

Mr READ: Unlike the Leader of the Opposition, I doorknock at every door; I do not wait for
the camera, doorknock on one door, and shoot through. I have doorknocked a lot of doors
down there.

Mr Pearce: How many secretaries of the Liberal Party are there in Bunbury?

Mr READ. Yes; that is right.

This Budget addresses the problems sensibly but with austerity, but it is also generous in
those areas where it needs to be generous. I would like to now address some of the highlights
of the Budget so far as the electorate of Mandurah is concerned. I will start by
acknowledging the work of the Minister for Education and his skills in recognising the need
for a new high school in Mandurah. The high school will open in 1989, in an area known as
Coodanup in the Mandurah electorate. The present high school is becoming overcrowded,
with many demountable buildings, which would affect the tone and morale of the school, but
we will see a great improvement with the new building.

I would also like to draw to the attention of the member for Murray-Wellington the work that
has been done on the Pinjarra Senior High School, even though the 'member is nor listening. I
acknowledge the event-handedness of the Minister for Education in dealing with the problem
of the Pinjarra Senior High School, and I chink the member for Murray-Wellington would be
the first to agree -- as he said in his speech -- that the area had been neglected under the
previous Liberal Government. The problem of the Pinjarra Senior High School is being
addressed to the tune of $1 259 000, which is not an insignificant amount.

Mr Brian Burke: You could not complain about that.

Mr READ: I was waiting for the congratulations of the member for Murray-Wellington in
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this place or in the local newspapers for what the Government has done for the Pinjarra
Senior High School.
Mr Brian Burke: You would wait until hell freezes over for him.
Mr READ: The second point I would lie to address is the long-term problem which was and
is still being experienced with the Mandurah Police Station and the courthouse. The new
police headquarters and police accommodation are nearing completion. I have already drawn
to the attention of the Minister for Police that there appear to be a few problems with the new
police station, but I know those problems will be addressed by the Minister in his usual
confident manner.
Mr Gordon Hill: The matter has already been addressed. In fact, the plans that the member
saw initially were incorrect, and the Building Management Authority plans that are now
being implemented are the same plans that are standard for all police complexes.
Mr READ: I thank the Minister for that comment. The matter is now nearing completion,
and that will be a magnificent addition to Mandurah. The total expenditure on those two
projects in this year's Budget is $3 552 000.
Turning to the field of health, stage one of the Mandurah Hospital is about to commence,
which will involve an expenditure of $2 800 000, and it will be a most welcome addition to
the Mandurah electorate. I recently attended talks held between the Health Department and
the Mandurah Town Council and I was pleased to see the enthusiasm with which the council
accepted the new hospital and endorsed what this Government was doing in that area.
One of the greatest assets as far as health is concerned has been the emergency centre which
this Governiment placed in the Mandurab Community Health Centre in early 1986. That
emergency centre serves a very great need in Mandurah, which is borne out by the fact that
the use of the facility is increasing.
As far as the waterways of Mandurah are concerned, we have a $21 000 expenditure in this
year's Budget for the ocean entrance channel. I have already been in touch with the Minister
to tell him that we need to have the channel opened to the crayboars by early November for
the commencement of the crayfishing season. The Minister has informed me that will be
seen to.
Mr Brian Burke: You seem to get pretty good service down your way.
Mr READ: I think if one asks nicely, one gets those things that are good for one's electorate.
The imnportant thing is that Mandurah is probably the fastest developing area in this State and
is deserving of the treatment it is getting from this Government.
Mr Blaikie: Margaret River is the second fastest growing area, and look at the treatment it is
getting.
Mr READ: Yes, but it is very hard to give someone a cake when he comes up and punches
you in the nose while asking for it, and that is the way the member operates. If he changes
his modus operandi he might do better.
The Budget contains an allocation of just over $1 millon for the dredging of the channel
inlet, which will be 200 metres wide and some three kilometres long. Added to this is an
allocation of $21 000 for the presentation of the ERMP for the Dawesvilie Cut proposal. The
water supply in Mandurah is to receive an allocation of over $2.5 million, which will allow
the extension of the service to areas north of Mandurah, including San Remo and Madora
Bay. Sewerage works will receive a boost of $1 .774 million to cope with the ever-increasing
expansion of building in Mandurab. I think Mandurah is growing more north towards
Rockingham than Rockingbam is growing south to Mandurab.
Overall Mandurah has made outstanding progress under this Government. In fact, the Town
of Manduraft recently passed a vote of thanks to the Government for what it has done for
Mandurah since the Burte Government came to office. Further, a leading citizen of the town
who is not of my political persuasion phoned me and said that although he could never vote
for my party he had to admit that more had been done for Manduzah itn the last four years
than had been done under the Court Government.
Several members interjected.
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Mr READ: I will not name him but I assure members opposite that I did not make that uip.

People do say things like that to us. Perhaps the member for Avon should go back to
thinking about sending 12-year-aids to gaol, as he suggested earlier tonight. He belongs to
the 1780s with that sort of thinking.

I have spoken previously in this House of a programme which has been introduced in
Mandurah in the hope of teaching children to avoid sexual abuse. It is run by a group with
the initials THREADS, but unfortunately I cannot tell members what those letters stand for.
It is a community-developed programme which has been trialled in the four primary schools
in Mandurah and also in the Pinjarra Primary School. Members opposite who represent areas
close to Mandurali should perhaps look at this programme, which is an excellent one and
which has had an excellent response from the teachers in their assessment of it. The parents
are most enthusiastic about it. It is a simple programme for teachers to teach as everything is
programmed for them and it is accompanied by two video cassettes to supplement the
programme. The member for Murray-Wellington in particular might study the programme,
interested as he is in the area of health.

In Mandurali we are in the process of building a youth centre which we estimate will cost
between $100 000 and $230 000. It will serve to house all the groups which are associated
with youth, including the local community youth project officer. We hope to have located in
the building a youth counsellor and visiting Bridge the Gap officers, Department for
Community Services officers, and police officers, who will visit to talk to youths and advise
them on various matters with which these officers are involved. Any other people who can
assist us to help the youth of the town will be invited to take part. The project has received
excellent support from the shire, which has granted a block of land for the building, that [and
being valued at $29 000. The shire has also undertaken to assist with further finance. I have
approached the Government, which is considering providing assistance.

The Mandurali board walk scheme is being considered by the shire and it looks to be quite an
exciting innovation. A number of issues are yet to be settled but I hope it cart be up and
running soon.

Last week I attended the opening of the Meadow Springs development to the north of
Mandurah, and this is an excellent development. I hate to relate to the House that, in a
golfing competition on the day, I hit a ball closer to the pin than the Treasurer did. He
showed outstanding style.

Mr Brian Burke: I was surprised I even hit it.

Mr READ: You did excellently.

Opposition members interjected.

Mr READ: The member for Contesloe could verify that the Treasurer hit the ball quite well,
even though his modesty was such that he led us all to believe he was not sure how to hold
the club.

The canal developments in Mandurab are progressing very nicely. Hollands have buildings
up already, and the Parrys development is well under way.

All in all Mandurab is a very exciting and vital town, and a lot of the credit for that rests with
the Government. Credit must also go to the people who were far-sighted enough to see that
the town had a future. But the Governiment has always been prepared to have faith in the
town, and this will help it continue to grow and become a more important centre in the south
west.

MR BRIAN BURKE (Balga -- Treasurer) [10.09 pm]: I thank members for their various
and comprehensive contributions to the Budget debate. Most of the matters raised were of a
peculiarly local natur, and I do not know of any contribution that was able effectively to
challenge the authenticity of the integrity of the financial document that is the Budget.

In general there appears to be an appreciation even by the intelligence unit or think-tank
headed by former Under Treasurer, Les McCarrey, of the efforts the Government has made to
rest as lightly as possible in the revenue sense upon the population, and there appears also to
be an appreciation on the part of most commentators of the efforts of the Government to
restrict increases in Government expenditure.
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As far as the Government is concerned, we are acutely aware of the need to stimulate the
private sector by taxing it as lightly as possible, and we are acutely aware of the need to be
positive in our approach to the requests we receive from the private sector, not often times for
assistance but mostly for a decision or for information for guidance about how particular
projects can be satisfactorily accomplished by the private sector interests involved.

As far as the expenditure side of the Consolidated Revenue Fund is concerned we have tried
once again to limit the growth in the Public Service, and we are pleased to be able to note that
we achieved the targeted reduction in Government employment numbers, notwithstanding the
statements made by the Leader of the Opposition who attempted to compare apples with
oranges, or unlike with like, when he used ABS figures.

Mr MacKinnon: Are you saying the ABS is wrong?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: It includes all sorts of employees that we do not and who are not paid
by us.

Mr MacKinnon: Are you suggesting they do not compare apples with apples?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The Leader of the Opposition does not because he compared
employees who are at tertiary instirutions and paid by the Comnmonwealth and said they were
State Government employees for whom the Consolidated Revenue Fund was the source of
their wages. It is a bit unfair of him to include those people in his comparison particularly
when we deliberately excluded them from the base with which we are comparing the latest
figures. H-ad we included them initially!I suppose he could continue the consistent error by
comparing end-of-year employment figures with that original starting point employment
figure. Of course, we do not, and he should not.

As far as the strategy within the Budget is concerned we have once again tried to ensure that
as far as possible assistance provided to people generally considered to be needy is targeted
and not misdirected to those who are not in such need as those for whom the assistance is
primarily meant. It has been noted that we have made major efforts to improve or increase
the amount of resources devoted to the Police Department, for example, and to other areas of
notable public concern.

All in all, I guess the tenor of the Opposition's contributions or the assessment of the
Opposition was best described by the Leader of the Opposition when he said he thought the
Budget was a bit boring. I suppose he can find it boring if he likes, but to my mind that is a
better description than a finding of some serious fault in the document, and provided we are
able to produce satisfactorily boring documents for the Leader of the Opposition I suppose he
will not be tempted to make more serious criticisms of Budgets we bring down.

This is the Government's fifth Budget and it demonstrates that the Ministers are working weUl
in their areas and are on top of the difficult problems they confront in discharging their
responsibilities. They have been supported by a particularly loyal and hard working Public
Service. That is certainly true in my case where Treasury officers provided contributions
well beyond the call of their normal duty.

As far as the Government is concerned, we are sanguine about the future. We acknowledge
that our economic well-being is eventually affected by things that happen nationally and in
other countries, and we are not so naive as to think we will not have political problems from
time to time as things outside our control challenge us or mistakes we make come home to
roost and incur the wrath of the public and of the Opposition. The other point I would note is
that this is not a pre-election Budget but it treats people reasonably kindly, and I hope we are
able eventually to get to the stage from which we can say there are no such things as pre-
election Budgets and we would prefer to win our elections on three-year or four-year merits,
depending on the time between elections, rather than on the notion of some quick-fix,
pre-election Budget at the end of the day. I thank members for their contributions and
commend the Bill to the House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 10 September.

MR MENSAROS (Floreat) [10.18 pmj: This is a comparatively short Bill and an easy one
to understand. Its only provision is to repeal section 34 of the Constitution Act which makes
it mandatory for the Governor to assent to amendments to the Standing Orders of either the
Legislative Assembly or the Legislative Council. The only explanation in the Minister's very
brief second reading speech was that bath the Clerk of the Legislative Council and the
Governor himself thought that this provision -- the requirement for the Governor's assent --
was rather archaic.

This is a very swift and quick dismissal of any possible argument which could be brought up
either for or against this measure. There is no doubt about the Governor's capacity in
adjudging this matter which is very much within the discipline where he is known and
respected as being a first-class expert. At the same time, if it was thought necessary to
invoke the authority of the Governor for such a little matter one would have been happier to
hear his explanation of his reasons why this is considered archaic. I am quite sure there are a
number of arguments, and many more that I can think of, for and against this move.

Every piece of legislation in our Parliament has to be approved by both Houses, quite apart
from the Royal assent. That is a built-in check and balance in our system which demands that
every matter is considered by both Houses. To withdraw the Governor's assent would mean
that matters relating to Standing Orders would be left to only one House. Of course, it could
be argued that they would only be domestic matters of that House. Nevertheless, that is a
built-in check ensuring that not only the House of Parliament to which the Standing Order is
applied would deal with that Standing Order, but also that the Government would have some
say because it would have to be assented to by the Governor in Executive Council.

Considering the matter from a practical aspect and casting an eye over what has happened in
the past, only the Legislative Council occasionally has a majority of members which do not
support the Government. In these cases so far, any amendments to the Standing Orders have
been subject to the approval of the Executive arm of Government -- that is, assent by the
Governor-in-Executive-Council. The Bill could result in a Legislative Council, being hostile
to the Government, amending its own Standing Orders to the effect that it would entirely take
out of the Government's hands the business of the Government. I am not suggesting that will
happen. I am simply saying it is a possibility. Of course, the counter-argument would be --
and justifiably so -- that it never happened in the past.

That is not so in the Legislative Assembly because the Goverrnent represents the majority of
members in that House. Nevertheless, I can recall vividly a case during the time of the
Tonkin Government when that Government had a majority of one that the Standing Orders
Committee decided on something which escapes me, but which was not pleasing to the
Government. As far as I can recall the matter died a slow death because the Governor did not
give his assent, because the Government did not take it to the Governor-in-Executive-
Council.

The two Houses of this Parliament would amend their Standing Orders on an average of only
once during the life of a Parliament. That means that once every three years the Clerk of the
Executive Council would type a one page minute to go to the Executive Council. Those of us
who have participated know very well what happens. It takes about 15 seconds to deal with
these matters. The Clerk would whisper to the senior Minister something along the lines that
the matter to be dealt with was a "request for assent to amendments to the Standing Orders of
the Legislative Council1 relating to the maximum -time to be -used for the making of certain
speeches'. The Minister, in a louder voice, would repeat the Clerk's words, the Governor
would sign the document and give it to the junior Minister who would blot it if the Governor
had used ink. The whole action would take less time than it has taken me to relate it here.

This measure reduces the power of the Executive. I did not advocate excessive power for the
Executive arm of Government over the Legislature, not even when we were in Government.
Because this matter has been recommended by the Executive arn of Government to virtually
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reduce its own powers, I am happy to support it. It gives the power and responsibility for the
Standing Orders to the respective Houses of die Legislature exclusively.
MR PEARCE (Armadale -- Leader of the House) [10.25 pm]: I thank the member for his
support of the Bill.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Comm/ntee, etc
Bill passed through Committee without debate, reported without amendment, and the report
adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third reading.
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Pearce (Leader of the House), and transmitted to the
Council.

House adjourned a: 10.28pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

PRIVATJSATION
Job Loss

1663. Mr MENSAROS, to the Premier:
Is his policy of privatisation expected to result in loss of jobs and
deterioration of the quality of services?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
No. The Opposition's ideas of what constitutes proper and profitable
deployment of public assets seems to simply translate into private control
for private profit. There are countless examples of private corporations
righteously claiming the profits of their endeavours, but when things go
wrong coming to the public sector for assistance.
It appears that the Opposition's policy of managing of national assets can
be summed up as one of privatising profits and nationalising losses. The
Opposition has evidently not yet grasped the fact that the Australian
community demands that its essential services and assets be managed in
trms of comprehensive social and economic objectives which in turn
imply socially sensitive and structured charging policies and service
provision. I can only hope that the Opposition may one day come to
comprehend that these objectives are usually incompatible with the private
profit motive particularly in a monopoly situation. Even Mrs Thatcher's
Government has essentially grasped this and has accompanied privatisation
activities with rafts of regulations to attempt to protect social needs- The
sad thing is that these mechanisms are failing to achieve their objectives
and basic social needs are not being met. See, for example, complaints that
British Telecom is not maintaining satisfactory services to disadvantaged
areas.
What is required today in some quarters are rational guidelines about the
nature of activities that may be appropriately managed by the private sector
and what should best be managed by the public sector. Just as the public
sector has no role in managing numerous commercial activities in finance,
retail, and manufacturing, so the private sector would be inappropriate for
the provision of services such as water, power, policy, public housing, and
so forth. As a broad guideline, it would appear that it is unnecessary for the
Government to be involved in any area which is firstly well serviced by
competitive private activity, and secondly which does not involve essential
services which must have socially sensitive pricing policies to place them
within the reach of the most disadvantaged members of the community.

PRIVATISATION
Hospital Linen and Laundry Service: Sale

166. Mr MENSAROS, to the Premier:
Does his privatisation policy include the possible sale of the Hospital
Laundry and Linen Service, or is this an asset his policy does not touch?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
- See reply to question 1663.

PRIVATISATION
Public Housing: Sale

1665. Mr MENSAROS, to the Premier:
Does his privatisation policy include the possible sale of part of public housing or
is this public housing an asset his policy does not touch?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

See reply to question 1663.
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AGED PERSONS' SERVICES
Budget Allocation

1788. Mr WATT, to the Minister representing the Minister for the Aged:
(1) Of the Budget estimate of $6 952 000 for "Family, Children and Aged

Services", how much is proposed to be spent on "Aged Services"?
(2) Will he please provide a breakdown of the proposed expenditure?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) $388 000. This figure, which is exclusive of salary costs, does not

encompass all spending on services to the aged as most of this expenditure
is included in the budget estimates for the relevant functional departments.
For example the State Government will spend over $80 million on
concessional support for disadvantaged persons and families in 1987-88.
A substantial proportion of this expenditure applies to aged persons.

In addition, through the Health Department, nearly $29 million will be
spent on the home and commaunity care programme directed in the main to
the aged.

(2) As above.
GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES: PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD

Budget Allocation: Other Staffing Costs
1797. Mr MacKJINON, to the Treasurer:

(1) On what will the $456 000 budgeted for expenditure under Item 2, Division
9 in the 1987-88 Consolidated Revenue Fund estimates be expended?

(2) On what will the $2 562 000 budgeted for expenditure under Item 10,
Division 9 in the 1987-88 Consolidated Revenue fund estimates be
expended?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
See reply to question 1796.
DEPARTMENT OF THE PREMIER AND CABINET

Budget Allocation: Ceremonial and Hospitality
1798. Mr MacKYNNON, to the Treasurer:

(1) Will he detail on what the $523 753 listed under Item 9 in Division 4 was
expended during the year ended 30. June 1987?

(2) On what major events or visits were these funds expended?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

See reply to question 1796.
DEPARTMENT' OF THE PREMIlER AND CABINET
Budget Allocation: Purchase of Plant, Equipment, etc.

1799. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:
What plant and equipment will be purchased during the year ending 30
June t988 from the $780 000 allocation listed under Item 7, Purchase of
Plant, in Division 4 of this year's Consolidated Revenue Fund estimates?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
See reply to question 1796.

JOINT PRINTING COMM4ITTEE
Budget Allocation: Increase

1800. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:
Why has the vote for Item 4, Joint Printing Committee, in Division 2 of the
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Consolidated Revenue Fund Estimates for the year ending 30 June 1988,
increased in expenditure from $936 148 in 1986-87 to the estimate of $1
802 000 in 1987-88?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
See reply to question 1796.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Advertising: Expenditure

1812. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(1) How much did the State Electricity Commission spend on advertising for

the financial year 1986-87?
(2) How does this figure compare with previous years?
(3) What is the projected expenditure on advertising for the financial year

1987-88?
Mr PARKER replied:

The information has taken some time to collate and the member is advised
that he will be responded to in writing shortly.

PRISONERS
Daily Average Population

1824. Mr P.1. SMITH, to the Minister representing the Minister for Corrective Services:
According to the latest statistics, what is the daily average of prisoners held in
prisons on a State by State basis in Australia?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

I amn advised that the latest Australia-wide figures available -- May 1987 -

are as follows --

New South Wales 4099
Victoria 1 977
Queensland 2279
Western Australia 1 651
South Australia 854
Tasmania 276
Northern Territory 489
Australian Capital Territory 88

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES: PUBLIC SERVICE BOARD
Budge: Allocation: Information Senvices

1832. Mr MacKINNWON, to the Treasurer:
(1) What amounts were spent on information services detailed under Item 10

of Division 9 totalling $621 050 during the year ended 30 June 1987?
(2) What amnounts were spent on information services detailed under Item 10

of Division 9 totalling $2 562 000 during the year ending 30 Judne 1988?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

See reply to question 1196.
- STATE FINANCE: TREASURY -

Budget Allocation: Management Services
1833. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:

(1) What amounts were spent on management services detailed under Item 3 of
Division 10 totalling $329 796 during the year ended 30 June 1987?

(2) What amounts were spent on management services detailed under Item 3 of
Division 10 totalling $740 000 during the year ending 30 June 1988?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
See reply to question 1796.

WATER RESOURCES
Desalination Plants: Testing

1844. Mr SCHELL, to the Minister for Agriculture:
Are farmers able to get financial assistance through the Rural Adjustment
and Finance Corporation's water supply loan scheme for the installation of
desalination plants?

Mr GRILL replied:
The loan scheme will fund the purchase of desalinators where appropriate.

HOUSING
Construction Programme: Katanning-Roe

1850. Mr HOUSE, to the Minister for Agriculture:
How many Homeswesr houses will be built in the following towns in 1987-88 --

(a) Karanning;
(b) Gnowangerup;
(c) Broomehill;
(d) Tambellup;
(e) Cranbrook?

Mr GRILL replied:
This question should have been directed to the Minister for Housing, who
will answer in writing in due course.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIEITY
Monitoring

1855. Mr MacKIN4NON, to the Treasurer:
(1) Who carried out the monitoring referred to in his statement to Parliament

on Wednesday, 9 September 1987 concerning the Teachers Credit
Society?

(2) When did the monitoring begin?
(3) Under whose authority was the monitor imposed?
(4) Under what legislation or authority was the monitor imposed?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) The Registrar of Co-operative and Financial EIstitutions.
(2) Normal surveillance was ongoing. The society advised the registrar that

unusual funds flows were taking place at the end of March and in April
due to a campaign of rumour about the society. The registrar sought
additional information in May.

(3)-(4)
Credit Unions Act 1979.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY
Subsidiary: Rural and Industries Bank

1856. Mr MacKIN4NON, to the Treasurer:
(1) Is the Teachers Credit Society to become a wholly-owned subsidiary of the

Rural and Industries Bank?
(2) If so, in what formnwillhit rade inhe fture?
(3) Will the shareholders and clients of Teachers Credit Society be given the

opportunity through a shareholders' meeting to express their views on the
future of the Teachers Credit Society?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(4)The final technical arrangements are still uinder consideration and will be
finalised when the R & I Bank has completed its assessment. However, I
have assured Teachers Credit Society members that their funds are fully
protected.

MINERAL: GOLD
Bradley Report. Recommendations

1866. Mr COWAN. to the Premier:
(1) Has the Government rejected all the recommendations of the Bradley report

on the Western Australian gold industry?
(2) If no, which recommendations have not been rejected at this stage?
(3) Is he await of any renewed consideration by the Commonwealth of a gold

tax?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(i)-(2)

When the Bradley report was released, it was made clear that there would
be no action on the report and that the State Government had ruled out a
royalty on gold.

(3) No.
TAXES AND CHARGES

Evasion: Revenue Loss
1867. Mr COWAN, to the Treasurer:

V/hat is the estimated loss of revenue to the State Government from
avoidance and evasion of its various taxes and charges?

Mr BRYAN BURKE replied:
No overall estimates have been made of such losses, although the
Government becomes aware of potential losses which can occur from time
to time if loopholes are found in stamp duty and other legislation.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Conditions of Employment

1868. Mr COWAN. to the Minister for Public Sector Management:
(1) Is it a condition of employment in the public sector -

(a) uinder the Public Service Act;
(b) on permanent appointment outside the Public Service Act;
(c) on a temporary basis;
(d) on a contract basis,

that employees not engage in other paid employment?
(2) If yes to any of the above, how is compliance with that condition

monitored?
Mr BRIANBURKE replied:---
(1) (a) Section 54 of the Public Service Act and administrative instruction

726 issued under the Public Service Act preclude officers employed
under the Act from undertaking private employment without the
express permission of the Public Service Board. These conditions
apply to all categories of officer employed uinder the Act whether
they be temporary, permanent, or contract employees;

NO.
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(2) Officers are required by die Act and administrative instruction to seek the
written permission of the Public Service Board. If an officer breaches
these conditions of employment, that officer would be dealt with under the
disciplinary provisions of die Public Service Act.

COMMUNTM SERVICES DEPARTMNT
Fraudulent Claims

1869. Mr CO WAN, to the Minister representing the Minister for Community Services;
(1) What is the estimated cost of fraudulent claims on the Department for

Community Services for its various form of welfare assistance?
(2) Approximately what percentage of that cost is attributable to--

(a) claims made under a false identify;
(b) understatement of income;
(c) other means?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) The guidelines and practices adopted by the Department for Community

Services aim. to minimise inappropriate claims. If the member is aware of
any instances of payments being made to people who are ineligible for
assistance, details should be made available to the director general of the
department.

(2) The cost of confirmed fraudulent claims so far this financial year is as
follows -

(a) Nil;
(b) nil;
(c) $160.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Identifi cation

1871. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Public Sector Management:
(1) Does the Government currently require proof of identify for persons

commencing employment in the public sector --

(a) under the Public Service Act;
(b) on permanent appointment outside the Public Service Act;
(c) on a temporary basis;
(d) on a contract basis?

(2) If yes, what constitutes prof of identity?
Mr BRIAN BUJRKE replied:
(1) (a) The Public Service Board requires proof of identity for persons

comimencing employment under the Public Service Act 1978;
(b)-(d)

no.
(2) The Public Service Board requires production of a birth certificate.

BUSINESSES
Australian Securities Commission: High Court Challenge

1872. Mr COWAN, to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) Has he made a decision on whether or not he will mount a High Court

challenge to the proposed Australian Securities Commission?
(2) If not, when is a decision liely to be made?
(3) What are the Government's objections to and/or concerns about the

proposal?
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(4) Has any study been carried out on the effect of the proposal on the State's
powers?

(5) If yes to (4), what were the conclusions of that study?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) No.
(2) When further details of the Commonwealth's intentions are known.
(3) 1 have forwarded to the member separately a comprehensive outline

of relevant issues.
(4) No.
(5) Not applicable.

MINSTERS OF THE CROWN
Overseas Travel

1892. Mr COWAN, to the Minister representing the Attomney General:
(1) Under each of his ministerial portfolio responsibilities, how many times has

the Minister travelled overseas at public expense -

(a) in the current financial year;
(b) in 1986-87?

(2) Which countries were visited on each of the trips?
(3) (a) Has the Minister made arrangements for any future overseas trips at

public expense;
(b) if so, where to?

(4) Has the Minister authorised overseas travel at public expense for any other
member of Parliament --

(a) in the current financial year;
(b) in 1986-87;
(c) if so, who, and where to?

(5) (a) Has the Minister authorised or undertaken to authorise any fixture
overseas trips at public expense by other members of Parliament;

(b) if so, who, and where to?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

See reply to question 1890.
MINISTERS OF THE CROWN

Overseas Travel
1893. Mr COWAN, to the Mintister representing the Minister for Community Services:

(1) Under each of his ministerial portfolio responsibilities, how many times has
the Minister travelled overseas at public expense -

(a) in the current financial year;
(b) in 1986-87?

(2) Which countries w ere visited on each of the trips?
(3) (a) Has the Minister made arrangements for any future overseas trips at

public expense;
(b) if so, where to?

(4) Has the Minister authorised overseas travel at public expense for any other
member of Parliament --

(a) in the current financial year;
(b) in 1986-87;
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(c) if so, who, and where to?

(5) (a) Has the Minister authorised or undertaken to authorise any future
overseas trips at public expense by other members of Parliament;

(b) if so, who, and where to?

Mr WILSON replied:

See reply to question 1890.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN
Overseas Travel

1898. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Under each of his ministerial portfolio responsibilities, how many times has
the Minister travelled overseas at public expense --

(a) in the current financial year;
(b) in 1986-87?

(2) Which countries were visited on each of the trips?

(3) (a) Has the Minister made arrangements for any future overseas trips at
public expense;

(b) if so, where to?
(4) Has the Minister authorised overseas travel at public expense for any other

member of Parliament --

(a) in the current financial year;,

(b) in 1986-87;
(c) if so, who, and where to?

(5) (a) H-as the Minister authorised or undertaken to authorise any future
overseas trips at public expense by other members of Parliament,

(b) if so, who, and where to?

Mr GRILL replied:

I refer the member to the answer to question 1890.

MI[NISTERS OF THE CROWN
Overseas Travel

1900. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

(1) Under each of her ministerial portfolio responsibilities, how many times
has the Minister travelled overseas at public expense -

(a) in the current financial year;

(b) in 1986-87?
(2) Which countries were visited on each of the trips?

(3) (a) Has the Minister made arrangements for any future overseas trips at
public expense;

(b) if so, where to?

(4) Has the Minister authorised overseas travel at public expense for any other
member of Parliament --

(a) in the current financial year;
(b~) in 1986-87;
(c) if so, who, and where to?

(5) (a) Has the Minister authorised or undertaken to authorise any future
overseas trips at public expense by other members of Parliament;

(b) if so, who, and where to?
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Mrs BEGGS replied:
Refer to reply to parliamentary question 1890.

CHEMICAL: SODIUM CYANIDE
Road Transport: Proposals

1911. Mr TRENORDEN, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(1) On what basis did the Environmental Protection Authority overrule the

original proposal to transport sodium cyanide by toad from Kwinana to
Boddingion via Byford. Armadale, and the Albany Highway?

(2) If the surface water catchment and groundwater basins were the reason for
the decision, on what information did the Environmental Protection
Authority base the decision?

(3) What information does the Environmental Protection Authority have that
was unavailable to the Water Authority when it approved the original
transport plan?

(4) If the reason for rail use is safety factors, why is not rail proposed to be
used from Kwinana to Pinjarra via Mundijong or Forrestfield, as this mute
does not pass through the greater metropolitan area?

(5) If rail is preferable to road, why is the Kwinana to Boddington route via
Northamn, York, Beverley, Brookton, Pingelly, and Wandering proposed to
be used when much more road transport is involved on a considerably
poorer road surface than the Albany Highway?

(6) Has the Environmental Protection Authority researched the capacity of the
proposed isotainer notwithstanding a major rail accident?

(7) What scientific basis did the Environmental Protection Authority use to
establish the relevance of the Dutch and New Zealand statistics to Western
Australia?

(8) What approximately is the population that lives or works within a
kilometre-wide corridor of each of these moutes --

(a) Kwiriana to Boddington via Northam;
(b) Kwinana to Boddington via Albany Highway?

Mr PARKER replied:
This question has been wrongly addressed to the Minister for Minerals and
Energy. It has been referred to the Minister for Environment, and he will
answer the question in writing.

YOUTH GROW'S
School Facilities: Use

1912. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Education:
In view of the apparent shortage of suitable community facilities in the
northemn suburbs of the metropolitan area, will he consider allowing school
buildings and grounds to be made available, outside recognised school
hours, to youth groups supervised by parents and other community groups
who are keen to provide activities to youth to assist in the reduction in the
incidence of juvenifle crime?

Mr PEARCE replied:
Present governmental initiatives have been most positive in developing
public use of school facilities. School buildings and grounds are readily
available and interested groups should work through their local school
principal to organise activities.
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EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS
Driving Tuition

1914. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Education:

Would he please name the secondary schools in which driving tuition is
reportedly being given with the assistance of the Police Force?

Mr PEARCE replied:

Balga, John Curtin, Kewdale, Swan View, and Governor Stirling Senior
High Schools.

WAT7ER AUTHORITY
Administ'rative Regions

1915. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Which are the seven regions established for administrative purposes by the
Water Authority of Western Australia?

(2) Who are the regional managers appointed to these regions?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) The actual number of regions is eight -

North (Karmatha)
Cenral (Northamn)
Saudi West (Bunbwry)
Peunh North
Mid West (Geraditon)
Goldields (Kalgoorlie)
Great Southern (Albany)
Pert South

(2) Mr Jim Brown
Mr Paul Taplin
Mr Erm Shelton
WrCoin Ternby
Mr Chris Elliott
Mr Kevin Bradley
Mr Teny Kambleton
Mr Chris Pollen

For the benefit of the member I have attached a map of the regions.

(See paper No 377)
WASTE DISPOSAL: HAZARDOUS WASTE

Management Policies

1918. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Environment:

(1) Does the Environmental Protection Authority have hazardous waste
management policies?

(2) If yes, will he provide a brief summary of the principles inherent in such
policy?

(3) If no to(1) --

(a) does the Environmental Protection Authority intend to introduce
hazardous waste policies;

(b) if not, why not?
Mr HODGE replied:

(1) No. The Environmrental Protection Authority is not a manager of
hazardous wastes, but is involved with management agencies in setting
standards and developing guidelines for management of hazardous wastes.
It also reviews proposals put forward by other agencies.

(2) Not applicable.
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(3) The authority's intention is that management agencies have the
responsibility, and it is not envisaged than policies for environmental
protection should be introduced by the authority at this rime.

PLANNING: SUBDIVSIONS
Whiteman Park

1919. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Planning:
Referring to his answer to question 1687 of 1987, will he give an assurance
that no consideration either formal or informal has been given by him or
the State Planning Commnission on the possible subdivision of part of
Whitemnan Park for housing lots?

Mr PEARCE replied:
Informal representations have been made to the State Planning Commission
at an administrative level and rejected as unworthy of serious
consideration.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT RANGERS
Private Citizens: Depurisarion

1920. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Local Government:
(1) Can local authorities deputise or authorise private citizens other than

council employees to act as rangers or parking inspectors?
(2) If yes, can a local authority authorise such an appointed person to issue

infringement notices in accordance with that local authority's by-Jaws?
Mr CARR replied:
(1) Itris a general requirement for local governments to appoint officers as

11authorised officers" to enforce various legislation. However, section
665A of the Local Government Act allows the appointment of other
persons as honorary inspectors in respect of littering offences.

(2) It is proposed in the current session to amend the Local Government Act to
allow local governments to appoint persons other than officers to issue
parking infringement notices.

AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS
Towing: Regulations

1921. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Have public submissions in relation to the proposed Road Traffic (Towed

Agricultural Implements) Regulations 1987 closed, and if so, will there be
any changes to the regulations as a result of the submissions?

(2) If yes, will he derai the proposed changes?
(3) Will there be further discussions with or submissions sought from local

authorities or other interested groups or persons?
(4) When are the amended regulations to be tabled in Parliament?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) (a) Public submissions were not sought. Submissions which closed

on 31 August 1987 were invited from rural councils and-National
Party members of Parliament;

(b) the submi-issions, although collated, are extensive and
recommendations as to any changes have not been finalised.

(2) Refer to (1) above.
(3) Yes, fur-ther discussions are to be held.
(4) Not known.
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FIRE SERVICES
Conmmonwealth Contribution

1922. Mt CASH, to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Does the State receive a specific amount from the Commonwealth as a

contribution towards fire services provided by the State?
(2) If no, having regard for the value of Commuonwealth land and buildings in

this State, does he intend to review the present funding of the ifire service
to require the Commonwealth to make an equitable financial contribution?

(3) If no to (2), why?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:

(1) Yes.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.

TRAFFIC ACCIDENT
Railway Road, Shenbon Park

1933. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(I) Is he aware of an accident involving two young girls aged fourteen years

and sixteen years which occurred at 5.30 pmn on Tuesday evening, 29
September 1987, in Railway Road, Shenton Park after the girls had
alighted from a train at Shenton Park Station and proceeded to cross
Railway Road?

(2) Can he advise the injuries suffered by the two girls?
(3) (a) Have there been previous traffic accidents in the near vicinity of

this location during the past five years;
(b) if so. how many?

(4) Will he consider having a pedestrian crosswalk at this location on Railway
Road to afford some protection to train users and others crossing this toad?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Lacerations and abrasions.
(3) (a) Yes;

(b) four; no pedestrians.
(4) The Main Roads Department is the appropriate authority for determining

the need far crosswalks.
SPORT AND RECREATION: CYCLING

Facilities: Budget Allocation
1934. Mr CASH, to the Minister representing the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) How much is set aside in the 1986-87 Budget for a State cycling facility?
(2) How much of this allocation was spent to 30 June 1987, and what was the

nature of the expenditure?
(3) How much has been set aside in the 1987-88 Budget for a State cycling

facility and what progress has been made to make this facility a reality?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1) $500000.
(2) $105 000 has been spent on design documentation.
(3) $3.3 million. Tender documents are completed.
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GAMBLING: INSTANT LOTT'ERY

Distributions
1935. Mr CASH, to the Minister representing the Minister for Sport and Recreation:

(1) Have grants from the sports Instant Lottery funds been reduced in recent
months?

(2) Is he aware of the concern of a number of sporting bodies of suggestions
that funding opportunities from sports Instant Lottery fund sources are to
be reduced?

(3) If so, will he advise the action taken to date to reassure these sporting
bodies of future funding arrangements?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) No.
(2) Sporting bodies are- aware that a review of the sports Instant Lottery fund is

in progress. Submissions were called for in The West Australian, and my
Department for Sport and Recreation has been in contact with various
individual groups and the Western Australian Sports federation.

(3) There is no intention to reduce any funding arrangements between sporting
bodies and the Governiment. The overall objective is to adopt a more
flexible approach to granting. I will advise sporting bodies of the outcome
after current consultations are complete.

DR RUSSELL PERRY
Employment

1937. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for Public Sector Management:
(1) When was Dr Russell Perry first employed by the Government?
(2) What was his position with the Government?
(3) Is it correct that he has now been appointed to the position of the State's

Deputy Director General of Transport?
(4) What is the nature of that appointment?
Mr BRIALN B URKE replied:

Dr Russell Perry was employed as a ministerial adviser to the Minister for
Works, and Lands and Surveys for the period 26 September 1983 to 27
April 1984.

(3) Yes.
(4) The position of Deputy Director General of Transport is a Public Service

Act appointment.
PERTH OBSERVATORY

Funding
1938. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for Works and Services:

(1) What funding is the Government providing to the Perth Observatory during
the year ending 30 June 1988?

(2) Has the Government given a commitment to-continue its funding to the
Perth Observatory beyond the end of June 1988?

(3) If not, what axe the Government's plans in relation to further funding of the
Perth Observatory?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) 1 refer to the 1987-88 primted Estimates.
(2)-(3)

Funding for all Government agencies and instrumentalities ame considered
as a part of the budgetary process, on a yearly basis.
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LIQUOR ACT
Amendment

1939. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for Racing and Gaming:

(1) Is the Liquor Act to be amended during the current session of Parliament?

(2) If so, what is the general nature of those amendments?

(3) When will the Bill be introduced into the Parliament?

Mrs BEGGS replied:

(1)-(3)
My departmental Liquor Act committee has not yet finished its report for
Government consideration. Legislation will be introduced at the earliest
possible time after receipt of the committee's report.

HEALTH: DRUGS
Rehabilitation Programmes: Budget

1940. Mr MacKIN4NON, to the Minister representing the Minister for Community
Services:

To which agencies will the Government's $1.6 million committed in the
Budget for assisting with drug and alcohol rehabilitation be allocated?

Mr WI]LSON replied:

This question has been incorrectly addressed to the Minister for
Community Services. It has been referred to the Minister for Health, and
he will answer the question in writing.

STATE FINANCE: BUDGET
Allocations: Bridgetown High School

1941. Mr MacKIN4NON, to the Minister for Education:

(1) Does the current State Budget include any funds that had been allocated
towards the construction of a new resource centre and administration block
at the Bridgetown High School?

(2) If not, when is it anticipated that funds winl be allocated for this purpose?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) No.

(2) Consideration will be given to allocating funds to this project from a future
Capital Works Budget. As funding available for future Budgets is not
known, no firm indication of a specific time for works at Bridgetown High
School can be given.

PLANNING: SUBDIVISIONS
Kununurra

1942. Mr MacINNON, to the Minister for Lands:

(1) In terms of the Kununurra land subdivisions, what works were carried out
in Kununurra by the Department of Land Administration during the year
ended 30 June 1987?

(2) What were the total costs of this work?

(3) Who carried out the work?

Mr WILSON rzwlied:

(1) Seven service trade lots, five town centre lots, and investigation and
engineering design for further residential subdivision at Lakeside.

(2) $380 629.
(3) Warren F Johnson & Co, Bayswater Contracting, and the State Energy

Commission.
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TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY
Attorney General: Awareness

1944. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) When did the Attorney General first become aware of the Teachers Credit

Society problems?
(2) When was he made aware of its problems?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

See answer to Legislative Council question 122, 10 September 1987.
TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY

Management Contract
1946. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:

(1) Does he recall in his answer to question 1780 of 1987 saying, "... during
the period that the bank has a management contract with the society and
during any subsequent period of administration under the Credit Unions
Act"?

(2) When was the management contract referred to negotiated?
(3) When does the management contract expire?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The contract was agreed to on 17 August 1987.
(3) The contract expired on the date the bank was formally appointed as

administrator.
TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY

Treasurer: Awareness
1947. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for Education:

(1) Does he recall the comment he made in his answer to question 1630 of 15
September 1987 when referring to Teachers Credit Society letters quoted
in the Parliament that "the material was contained in a note provided to the
Premier following allegations by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition of
political interference in the Teachers Credit Society"?

(2) Who provided the note to the Premier?
(3) Who then provided the material to the Minister for use in the Parliament?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) As has been publicly stated, the Registrar of Cooperative and Financial

Institutions.
(3) The Treasurer.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY
Treasurer: Advice

1948. Mr MacKJN4NON, to the Treasurer:
(1) Does he recall in his answer to question 1567 of 1987 re the Teachers

Credit Society, saying, "I was verbally advised by Government officers of
liquidity problems, and I was told no action was required because the R &
I had made a normal commuercial decision to address the problem, and had
done so"?

(2) Which Government officers advised him of the Teachers Credit Society
liquidity problems?

(3) When did he receive that advice?

4423



4424 [ASSEMBLY)

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) It is not normal practice to disclose the names of Government officers who

provide advice to Ministers.
(3) Late in December.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY
Audit: Registrar of Building Societies

1949. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:
On what dates did the Registrar of Building Societies carry out an
independent audit of the Teachers Credit Society during the years ended --

(a) 30 June 1985;
(b) 30 June 1986;
(c) 30 June 1987?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

An independent audit was carried out by auditors at the end of each
financial year as is required by the Credit Act. Officers of the registry
undertook an inspection in July 1986.

SWAN BUILDING SOCIETY
Audit: Registrar of Budlding Societies

1950. Mr MacKIN1NON, to the Treasurer:
On what dates did the Registrar of Building Societies carry out an
independent audit of the Swan Building Society during the years ended --

(a) 30 June 1985;
(b) 30 June 1986;
(c) 30 June 1987?

Mr BRLAN BUIRKE replied:
(a)-(c)

An independent audit was carried out by auditors at the end of each
financial year as required by the Building Societies Act. Officers of the
registry undertook an inspection in September 1985.

SWAN BUILDING SOCIETY
Reports

1951. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) During the year ended 30 June 1987 while he was responsible for the

register of building societies and credit unions, how many reports on the
Swan Building Society did he receive?

(2) On what dates did he receive them?
Mr WILSON replied:
(1)-2)

I was the Minister responsible only between 30 June 1986 and 24 October
1986, and no report dealing specifically with the Swan Building Society
was received in that time.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY
Reports

1952. Mr MacKINNON, to the Treasurer:
(1) During the year ended 30 June 1987, while he was responsible for the
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register of building societies and credit unions, how many reports on the
Teachers Credit Society did he receive?

(2) On what dates did he receive them?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

See tabled paper No 322.
FISHERIES; ABALONE

Prosecution: Action
1953. Mr BLAJIKIE, to the Minister for Fisheries:

(I) Following the successful prosecution by the Fisheries Department of
McGovern regarding activities wit abalone, where was McGovern selling
the abalone as a --

(a) professional;
(b) amnateur fisherman?

(2) What were the quantities sold in each instance?
(3) What action does the department contemplate against persons purchasing

abalone?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) It was not established where McGovern intended to sell the abalone. lHe

was not licensed as a professional fisherman at the time the offences were
committed.

(2) The prosecution alleged 244 kilograms of abalone meat was taken for sae.
(3) As indicated in (1), the buyer or intended buyer of the abalone was not

established.
ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMM1E

Commonwealth Contributions
1954. Mr BLALKIE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) With the Commonwealth Governiment contributing $3.174 million to the
following State bodies --

Million
(a) Water Authority -- water 1.207
(b) Water Authority -- sewerage .644
(c) Water Authority -drainage .510
(d) Homeswest .300
(e) State Energy Commission 1.053

as its involvement with the Aboriginal communities development
programme, would he advise the basis of --

(i) how the amounts were assessed,
(ii) the areas or locations that are involved,
Ciii) the reasons for -the Commonwealth -funds to the

respective areas?
(2) Would he provide details of --

(a) State;
(b) Commonwealth,

proposed items of expenditure involving $20 million of joint funds
to the 1987-88 Aboriginal communities development programme?
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Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) These questions should be directed to the Commonwealth Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs

(2) (a) Proposed Expenditure 1987 $
1. AAPA augmented resources 736 000

Resource Agencies 100000
Urgent services 243 000
Public awareness 75 000

2. Maintenance of utility services 2 146 000
3. Land improvements and upgrading 3 200 000
4. Community management and development 700 000
5. Aboriginal enterprises 600 000
6. Alcohol and substance abuse 700 000
7. Justice 300 000
8. Rangers and land management 850 000
9. Cultural and social programmes 350 000
(b) See (l)above.-

ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
Coordinator

1955. Mr BLAlIKE o the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Who is the coordinator of the Aboriginal communities development
programme in Western Australia?

(2) Where are the regional coordinating committees located, and who are the
members?

(3) (a) How is the coordinator appointed;

(b) how are the regional commuittees, and

(c) members of regional commnittees,

appointed and for what term?

Mr BUJDGE replied:

(1) The coordinator of the Aboriginal CommULunities Development Programme,
ACDP. in Western Australia is Mr Anthony Lee.

(2) Regional coordinating committees are located in the following areas--

Central Southern and North Central Areas
Department of Aboriginal Affairs
Suite 12/109 James Street
Northbridge
North Eastern Area
Department of Aboriginal Affairs
Lot 1193, Coolibab Drive
Kununurra

Northern Area
Department of Aboriginal Affairs
Cnr Rowan and Clarendon Streets
Derby

Eastern and Central Reserves Area
Department of Aboriginal Affairs
Commonwealth Building
Porter Street
Kalgoorlie
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North West Areas
Department of Aboriginal Affairs
Commonwealth Offices
Cnr Brand and Tonkin Streets
South Hedland
The members of the regional coordinating committees are representatives
from relevant departments and agencies, the Aboriginal Land Trust, and the
Aboriginal Advisory Council.

(3) (a) The coordinator's position is a substantive item in the Public
Service. The coordinator was appointed by the Public Service
Board under the provisions of the Public Service Act;

(b) the regional coordinating commnittees are extensions of the
Aboriginal Affairs Coordinating Committee, which is established
under section 19 of the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority Act;

(c) the members are appointed ex officio from the departments and
agencies referred to in (2) above.

ABORIGINAL COJNUIES DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
Expenditure

1956. Mr BLAJKIE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) Would he provide specific detail of expenditure on the joint State-

Commonwealth Aboriginal communities development programme --
ACDP -- relative to the State component of the programme for 1986-87 in
the following areas --

(a) maintenance of utility services to Aboriginal communities;
(b) implementation of the Aboriginal Communities Act;
(c) social programmes;
(d) augmented resources to Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority,

Aboriginal Lands Trust, and Aboriginal Advisory Council;
(e) appropriations to other Government departments involved with

Aboriginal services?
(2) Further to (1), did the State expend the $10 million in 1986-87 as per its

undertaking with the Commonwealth Government to the ACDP?
(3) If no to (2), what was the amount spent?
(4) Has the expenditure for 1986-87 been audited, and when can the

Parliament expect the Auditor's report on this programme?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) (a) $1355 000;

(b) nil
(c) $201 621;
(d) $797 104;
(e) $1 431 720 was provided to ocher Government departments from

- -the Aborigial Affairs- -Planning- Authority and -$2 273 000 was-
provided direct to other Government departments over and above
current levels of expenditure as part of the State's commitment.

(2)-(3)
Of the moneys allocated by the State under the programme for 198 6-87,
the sum of $7 950 910 was expended during that year, with the sum of
$2 049 090 being carried forward into 1987-88.

(4) The expenditure is audited as part of the general audit of the Aboriginal
Affairs Planning Authority. [ understand that this is expected to be
completed and be available shortly.
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ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES DEVELO)PMENT PROGRAMME
Expenditure

1957. Mr BLAIKIE, to die Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) With the Commonwealth Government providing $10 million funding on

the joint State-Commonwealth Aboriginal communities development
programme in 1986-87, what specific projects and locations were funded
under the grants for Aboriginal assistance that led to expenditure of $4 285
million?

(2) Further to (1), would he provide details of the number and location of
buildings constructed with the $2 million allocated?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
These questions should be directed to the Commonwealth Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs.

SPORT AND RECREATION
Equipment Grants

1958. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister representing the Minister for Sport and Recreation:
(L) In the previous three years, has his department received requests for

funding of personal apparel and equipment used by sporting participants -

(a) football boots;
(b) hockey shoes;
(c) shorts;
(d) tops;
(e) uniforms,

by any club or for any sporting organisations involved in regional
events?

(2) Would he table all papers relating to the successful applications, the areas
concerned, the sports involved, and the cost of apparel and equipment in
each instance?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable. Guidelines for sports Instant Lottery fund grants do not

provide for the funding of personal apparel or personal playing equipment.
Therefore, there have been no successful applications for the finding of
personal apparel and equipment for sporting organisations in regional
events.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Poles: Pesticide Use

1959. Mr BLAIXIE, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(1) Did the State Energy Commrission use Dieldrin or l-elptachlor liquid or

crystals around its poles at any time?
(2) If so, does this still occur?
(3) If not, when did the practice cease and what other applications were

involved - fire prevention, etc?
(4) Have there been any cases of farners' stock being contaminated through

grazing around poles treated as above?
(5) If so, how many and in what areas?
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Mr PARKER replied:
(1)-(3)

See answer to question 1621.
(4)-(5)

Two properties have been quarantined on which the source of
contamination is suspected to be SEC poles. They are near Ravensshwrpe
and Esperance.

ARGENTINE ANTS
Pesticide Use: Stock Contamination

1960. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Has the department been aware of any cattle that have been contamnated

by either Dieldrin, Heptachlor, or other chemicals used by the departmaent
in eradicating Argentine ants, and would he provide the fulfl details of the
properties involved, and the dates and levels of substance found to date?

(2) Does the department still continue to use the above chemicals in its
Argentine ant programme?

(3) If not --
(a) what alternatives are currently in use;
(b) when did this practice cease;
(c) when did a new practice commence?

(4) Would he derail die current "safe" pesticides available for use in the
Argentine ant eradication progranumeme?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Two properties that have been treated for Argentine ants are in

quarantine --

Fat levels
Karridale Heptachlor 0.3 mg/kg
Denmark Heptachlor 0.64 mg/kg

Dieldrin 0.15 mg/kg
(2)-(4)

The Department of Agriculture continues to use heptachlor in the control
of Argentine ants in metropolitan Perth. It has not used hepachior in mural
areas since 1985, replacing it with chlorpyrifos, an organophosphate.

HEALTh: KAVA
Education Programme

1961. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Health:
(1) How many pamphlets were prepared relating to the kava education

programme?
(2) What other material was and or is to be produced?
(3) What has been the. total cost to date for material and people involved?
(4) How many people have been involved from -

(a) private sources;
(b) Government sources?

(5) What is the total expected cost of the programmne over a twelve-month
period?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) 500thus far.
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(2) A reprint of 5 000 is in progress. The pamphlets on kava were
produced by the health promotion setrvices branch of the Health
Department. A Kava information kit has also been produced by die
WA Alcohol and Drug Authority for health and welfare workers.

(3) $2775.

(4) A wide range of individuals and groups have been involved.

(5) Not known at this time.

HEALTH: KAVA
Education Programme

1962. Mr BLALKIE, to the Minister for Health:

Following his department's production of material warning of kava
consumption, does he expect the State to apply for any recoup of any costs
from the Commonwealth Government and if so would he indicate from
which Commonwealth programmne or source?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

No.

HEALTh: DRUGS
Research: Funding

1963. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for Health:

Will he provide full details and table all papers related to the 1986-87
research into drug abuse programme including how the project was funded
and the reasons for the project and the source of funding?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
The research into drug abuse programme is funded by the Commonweal1th
Department of Health, to which questions on this matter should be
addressed.

ABORIGINAL LEGAL SERVICE
Offices

1965. Mr BLAJICE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) How many offices does the Aboriginal Legal Service have in Western
Australia?

(2) What is the --
(a) professional;
(b) support staff in each of the offices?

(3) How many persons received --

(a) legal advice;
(b) court representation,

in each year since 1983?
(4) What has been the cost to the Government for the Aboriginal Legal Service

in each year since 1983?
Mr BRIDGE replied:

The Aboriginal Legal Service is an independent incorporated agency
which receives most of its operating budget from the Commonwealth
Government. Any questions regarding its staffing, structure or operation
should be addressed direct to the Aborigial Legal Service. Information
about its funding should be sought from the Commonwealth Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs.
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ABATTOIRS: MEAT COMMISSION
Members

1967, Mr BLAII.E, to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Who are the members of the Western Australian Meat Commission, when
were they appointed, and what interests do they represent?

(2) How many meetings have been held by the commission since I. July, and
what has been the attendance of members?

(3) Do any members receive any travelling or other expenses, and if so would
he detail?

Mr GRILL replied:
Representing Date of

Appointment
(1) L.R. Concill Producers of Livestock 7.8.87

A. Payne Industrial relations expertise 1.7.86
[.3. McMullan Commercial expertise 1.7.86
BJ. Gabbedy Government 1.7.86
I.S. Flack General Manager 1.7.86

(2) Three -- 31 July, 21 August, and 18 September. L.R. Connell did not
attend the August or September meetings. Other members have attended
all meetings.

(3) Members, except Government officers Gabbedy and Flack, are entitled to
fees and allowances in accordance wit that laid down for a category A
board --

Chairman $6 000 per annum
Members $3 000 per annum
Travelling expenses at Public Service rates.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS
National Employment Strategy: Grants

1968. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Labour, Productivity and Employment:

(1) With the Commonwealth Government providing the State with grants in
excess of $1 million each year since 1983-84 for national employment
strategy of Aborigines, will he provide fall yearly details of the
following --

(a) size of grants;

(b) number of people involved in administration;

(c) cost of administration;

(d) number of' Aborigines involved;

(e) individual projects;

(f) overall success or failure of projects;

(g) benefits as measured in employment gain in the respective regions
of the Stale?

- (2)Does-t State Government have any intention of-modifying~or-reviewintg,-
the basis on which grants are sought and made, and if so would he detail?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The national employment strategy of Aborigines is a Commonwealth
programme, and this question should be directed to the Federal Department
of Employment, Education and Training.
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TRAINING PROGRAMMES
Mdministration Cost

1969. Mr BLAIIE, to the Minister for Labour, Productivity and Employment:

(1) What has been the --

(a) cost of administering the following programmes;

(b) the number of recipients involved --

(i) additional pit-apprenticeship courses programme;

(ii) apprenticeship training;
(iii) Australian traineeships equipment grants;,
(iv) community employment programme;

(v) group apprenticeship support programme;

(vi) self-employment training programme;

(vii) traineeships system development programme,

for 1986-87?
(2) Will he provide details of how the Government expects the programme to

impact on youth and other related unemployed people if possible by
regions in the 1987-88 year when all programmes have received varying
grants to the State from the Conmnonwealth Government?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Due to the detailed response required to this question, I have requested the
Department of Employment and Training to provide the member with a
written response which he will receive in due course.

(2) As this question is unclear, I am unable to provide a response.

ABSTUDY PROGRAMME
Grants

1970. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Would he provide full details of all projects that led to grants of $177 004
in 1986-87 for the Abstudy special course?

(2) What are the projects that require a Commnonwealth funding grant of
$216 000 in the 1987-88 financial year?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

The Abstudy grants are administered by the Commonwealth Deparment of
Employment, Education and Training. Any questions about
Commonwealth matters should be directed to the relevant Commonwealth
Minister.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: REMOTE AREA PROGRAMME
Grants

1971. Mr BLAIKJE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) What were the reasons for the Commonwealth Government providing
grants of $25 272 for a remote area programme for Aborigines?

(2) How many people were involved in the compilation of the project, and who
were the people involved?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

Any questions about Comminonwealth Government grants should be
directed to the relevant Commonwealth Minister.
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NATIONAL ABORIGINAL DAY OF COMMUNICATION
Costs

1972. Mr BLALKIE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(L) With the recently completed successful National Aboriginal Day of
Communication -- NADOC -- Week, would he provide details of the total
costs from State sources to the events both prior to and during the week?

(2) What financial assistance was provided by the State Government or its
agencies to any other area in the State celebrating NADOC week, and
would he provide details?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

The State Government granted $39 000 to the Western Australian
NADOC Committee in respect of various NADOC activities around
the State. In addition to the above amount, expenditure was incurred
by the State Government in relation to the NADOC reception held at
Government House. However, the account for that event has not as
yet been received.

MINING REGISTRAR
Cue Office

1973. Mr LIGHTFOOT, to the Minister fur Minerals and Energy:

(1) Can he guarantee that the Cue Mining Registrar's office will remain open
in the foreseeable future?

(2) If not, when is it proposed that the office close?

(3) What fees have been taken by the office each month from and including
January 1987 up to and including September 2987 for --

(a) registration fees for all tenements;

(b) other fees?

Mlr PARKER replied:

(1) No.

(2) The matter is currently under consideration.

(3) (a) $326 205 being application fees and rentals on mining tenements.

(b) $9 352 being other Mines Department revenue.

ABATTOIRS: BEEF
Pesticide Residues

1975. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Adverting to question 1583 of September 1987, were any chemical residues
detected in the beef from the United States of America, and did any exceed
the maximum residue limidts?

(2) If-yes --

(a) what percentages of the beef samples tested exceeded the maximum
-pnreidue limit;

(b) what were the highest levels of each chemical residue detected?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) Yes. DOT and Metabolities, Dieldrin, and Heptachlor were detected in a
consignment of beef from the United States of America in June this year.
None of the residues detected exceeded the maximum residue limits.

(2) (a) See (1).
(b) DDT 0.02 mng/kg.
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NGAL-A MOTHERCRAFT HOME AND TRAINING CENTRE
Budget Allocation

1976. 'Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for Health:

(1) How much money has been allocated to Ngal-a this financial year?
(2) What has been the funding to Ngal-a for the previous three years?

(3) Does the Minister intend to continue funding mothercraft nursing at
Ngal-a?

(4) If yes to (3), how many trainees will be funded each year?

(5) Is the Ngal-a working party report available?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

This question has been incorrectly addressed to the Minister for Health. It
has been referred to the Minister for Community Services, who will answer
the question in writing.

TRANSPORT
Bunbury City Transit: Subsidy

1977. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for Transport:

When does be intend answering question 1636, which I directed to hint on
Tuesday, 15 September 1987, regarding the subsidy paid by the
Government for the Bunbury City transit service?

Mr TROY replied:
A separate written response was sent to the member on 9 October 1987.

1 refer the member to the Acting Minister Hon Julian Grill's lonter dated 9
October 1987 addressed to hint

HOSPITAL
Gnowangenep: Inquiry

1979. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Has the final cost of the inquiry by Mr Michael O'Sullivan into the
Onowangerup Hospital dispute, including costs attributed to the Hospital
Board, been ascertained?

(2) If yes, what is the cost?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) No.

(2) Not applicable.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS PLANNING AUTHORITY
Outstanding Debts

1981. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of
outstanding debts by the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority as at 30
June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

Please refer to the reply to question 2002.

WATER AUTHORITY
Outstanding Debts

1982. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of
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outstanding debts by the Water Authority of Western Australia as at 30
June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian doliars?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
Please refer to the reply to question 2002.

SMLALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Outstanding Debts

1983. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Small Business:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by the Small Business Development Corporation as at
30 June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr TROY replied:
See response to question 2002.

TRANSPORT: STATESHIPS
Outstanding Debts

1984. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Transport:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amnount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by Stateships -- Western Australian Coastal Shipping
Commission -- as at 30 June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1981-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr TROY replied:
See response to question 2002.

TRANS PORT: WESTRAIL
Outstanding Debts

1985. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Transport:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by Westrail -- Western Australian Government Railways
Commission -- as at 30 June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr TROY replied:
See response to question 2002.

TRANSPERTH
Outstanding Debts

1986. Mr MENSAR OS, to the Minister for Transport:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amnount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by Transperth -- Metropolitan Passenger Transport
Trust -- asat30 June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr TROY replied:
.See response to question 2002.
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STATE ENGINEERiNG WORKS
Outstanding Debts

1987. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minster for Works and Services:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amnount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by the State Engineering Works as at 30 June 1987?
(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88

financial year of die aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?
Mrt PETER DOWDING replied:

See reply to question 2002.
BUILDING MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY

Outstanding Debts
1988. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Works and Services:

(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of
outstanding debts by the Building Management Authority as at 30 June
1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr PETER DOWD[NG replied:
See reply to question 2002.

LANDBANK
Outstanding Debts

1989. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister for Lands:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by The Landbank of Western Australia as at 30 June
1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr WILSON replied:
See reply to question 2002.

JOONDALIJP DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Outstanding Debts

1990. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Lands:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by the Joondalup Development Corporation as at 30
June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr WILSON replied:
See reply to question 2002.

HOMES WEST
Outstanding Debts

1991. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amnount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by Hoineswest as at 30 June 1987?
(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88

financial year of die aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?
MWILSON replied:

See reply to question 2002.
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RURAL HOUSING AUTHORITY
Outstanding Debts

1992. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by the Rural Housing Authority as at 30 June 1987?
(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88

financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?
Mr WILSON replied:

See reply to question 2002.
INDUSTRIAL AND COM[MERCIAL EMPLOYEES HOUSING AUTHORITY

Outstanding Debts

1993. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by the Industrial and Commercial Employees Housing
Authority as at 30 June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr WILSON replied:
See reply to question 2002.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HOUSING AUTHORITY
Outstanding Debts

1994. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by the Government Employees Housing Authority as at
30 June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr WILSON replied:
See reply to question 2002.

SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Outstanding Debts

1995. Mr MENSAROS. to the Minister for The South West:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by the South West Development Authority as at 30 June
1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr GRILL replied:
I refer the member to the answer to question 2002.

AUSTRALIAN BICENTENNIA.L AUTHORITY
- Western Australian Council: Outstanding Debts- -

1996. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for The Arts:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by the Western Australian Council of the Australian
Bicentennial Authority as at 30 June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?
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Mr PARKER replied:
See reply to question 2002.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Outstanding Debts

1997. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Econom-ic Development:
(t) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by the Western Australian Exiin Corporation as at 30
June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-8
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr PARKER replied:
See reply to question 2002.

STATE ENERGY CONMSSION
Outstanding Debts

1998. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by the State Energy Commission as at 30 June 1987?
(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88

financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?
Mr PARKCER replied:

'See reply to question 2002.
PLANNING COMMISSION

Outstanding Debts
1999. MrMENSAROS, to the Minister for Planning:

(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of
outstanding debts by the State Planning Commission as at 30 June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr PEARCE replied:
See reply to question 2002.

PUBLIC EDUCATION ENDOWMENT TRUST
Outstanding Debts

2000. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Education:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by the Public Education Endowment Trust as at 30 June
1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr PEARCE replied:
See reply to question 2002.
OFFICE OF GOVERNMENT ACCOMMODATION

Outstanding Debts
2001. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister representing the Minister for Budget

Management:
(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of

outstanding debts by the Office of Government Accommodation as at 30
June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?
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Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

See answer to question 2002.

WA DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Outstanding Debts

2002, Mr MENSAROS, to the Treasurer:

(1) What is the Australian dollar amount of the aggregate capital sum of
outstanding debts by the Western Australian Development Corporation as
at 30 June 1987?

(2) What is the total servicing cost -- interest, etc payable -- in the 1987-88
financial year of the aggregate debt above in Australian dollars?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

This information will be available in the corporation's annual report and
financial statements which will be presented to the Parliament within the
next week or two.

The member has asked a series of similar questions relating to other
statutory authorities. However, this information will be contained in the
annual reports to Parliament by the various statutory authorities as well as
State debt being generally covered in the Auditor General's reports. All
these reports are currently being prepared, and I am therefore loath to
expend the considerable resources that would be necessary and to have the
preparation of these reports interrupted, to extract information that will be
available shortly to the Parliament in the normal course of events.

HOMES WEST
Loans: Waiting List

2005, Mr CRANE, to the Minister for Housing:

(1) Having received advice regarding l-omeswest loans, that l-omeswest is
currently assisting applicants who made application for purchase by the
end of May 1985, and because in the last seven months the waiting list has
only moved forward one month from April to May, can he say how much
funding would be required to close the gap to a more reasonable level,
such as three months' waiting time?

(2) Will the Government consider making more money available in view of the
obvious demand and the delay?

(3) is it a fact that applicants for Homeswest loans who purchase Homeswest
land have a much shorter waiting period?

(4) If yes, what is the reason for this preferential treatment?

(5) Can some of the money from this area be channelled towards reducing the
previously stated waiting list for people who are not purchasing
Homeswest land?

Mr WILS ON replied:

(1) On the assumption that all of the 11 480 persons on the waiting list as at 30
June, 1987 were eligible, and that the average loan was $42 500,
approximately $488 million would be required.

(2) The availability of funds for Homeswest's home purchase scheme is
determined by borrowing ceilings imposed by the Commonwealth
Government upon the State, and the assessment of competing priorities
within the State budget. I point out to the member that since the loan
schemes were introduced in November 1984 to the end of June 1987, some
$112 million was made available by Homeswest for home purchase. Also,
in this financial year $46 million has been programmed for expenditure on
home loans. This compares with $10.8 million in the three years 1980-81
to 1982-83 under the previous Government. In addition to
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the above direct allocations, this Government has underwritten die low
scant loan schemes through the building societies. These loans have proven
to be highly successful and praised by the building society movement and
the real estate and building indusnries.

(3) When releasing land in certain localities, Komeswest earmarks some of the
lots for sale to loan applicants only. Some 12 months ago, Homeswest had
a number of these lots available. To dispose of them, applicants were
approached in date of lodgement order of application and because of
applicant selectivity, some people who applied up to two months after the
then current allocation date received assistance to build on this land.

(4) The purpose of earmarking land for Komneswest clients is to ensure a
desired level of mix is achieved within Homeswesc developments. This
method of opertion also has a cash management advantage, since the
amount of Homeswest funds expended is reduced, as it is only necessary
to pay out the cost of the dwelling.

(5) Applicants wishing to build on l-omeswest land are currently waiting the
same time as those applicants who wish to build or purchase a dwelling
elsewhere.

MINERAL: GOLD)
UnlaWulRemoval

2007- Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
Who is responsible for investigating allegations of the unlawful removal of

gold from a mining or prospecting lease?
Mr PARKER replied:

Pursuant to section 158 of the Mining Act 1978, a member of the Police
Force or a person authorised by the Director General of Mines may
investigate allegations of unlawful mining or unlawful removal of gold.

MINERALS
Unlawful Removal

2008. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
Is the Police Commissioner responsible for investigating allegations of the
unlawful removal of gold from a mining or prospecting lease?

Mr GORDON KILL replied:
Police will investigate reports made to them of allegations of the unlawful
removal of gold from a mining lease where such allegations indicate the
possibility of offences being committed against the criminal law,

AGRICULTURE: PESTICIDES
Advice

2009. Mr HOUSE, to the Minister for Agriculture:
(I) With reference to chemical residues in meat, was the land contaminated in

the first instance by chemicals used in accordance with the directions
acceptable to the Pesticides Advisory Comnmittee of Western Australia?

(2) If yes, does he intend to --
(a) have further input into the Pesticides Advisory Committee of

Western Australia;
(b) take steps to ensure that reconmmendations made by the Pesticides

Advisory Commnittee of Western Australia are factually correct;
(c) make the chemical companies and manufacturers of the chemicals

responsible for their products' end use?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) It is not possible to be certain that chemicals were used in accordance with

label instructions as set down by the Pesticides Advisory Committee.
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(2) (a) No. The Director of Agriculture, or his nominee, is a permanent
member of the Pesticides Advisory Committee -- PAC;

(b) there is no reason to believe that recommendations made by the
PAC are not factually correct;

(c) chemical manufacturers cannot be made responsible for the
product's end use.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Poles: Pesticide Use

2011. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

What steps were taken to ensure that the State Energy Commission
complied with the manufacturer's recommendations when applying
dieidrin and other organochlorines to the areas around power poles?

Mr PARKER replied:

Thze constituency and levels of application of the commission's wood pole
treatment mixture were based on the interpretation of guidelines inherent in
the Australian standard covering the protection of timber structures against
termite attack.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Poles: Pesticide Use

2012. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

(1) When did the State Energy Comnnission stop the practice of using dieldrin
and other organochlorines to protect power poles from termites?

(2) When did the practice start?

(3) (a) Did the State Energy Commission take any steps to investigate the
safety of this practice before adopting it;

(b) if yes, what steps?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) See answer to question 1621.

(2) Approximately 1975.

(3) (a) Yes;

(b) confirmed the materials used were approved by the Departments of
Health and Agriculrure and recommended by the CSIRO.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Poles: Pesticide Use

2013. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

(I) What method is currently used by the State Energy Commission to protect
power poles from termites?

(2) Has the safety of this method been investigated?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) __Pressure impregnating new poles whth copper-chrome-arsenic treatment.

(2) Yes.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Poles: Pesticide Use

2014. Mr CO WAN, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

(1) Has the State Energy Commission admitted responsibility for
contamidnating south west beef farms with dieldrin and other
organochlorines?

(2) If yes, to what extent?
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(3) If no, does it intend to?
Mr PARKER replied:

(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) No.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Poles: Pesticide Use

2015. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Is he aware of claims that the State Energy Commission is responsible for

contaminating south west beef farms with dicidrin and other
organochiorines?

(2) Is the Department of Agriculture investigating these allegations?
(3) If yes, when wilt the investigation be complete and will the report be made

public?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) As soon as possible. The report will be made public.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Poles: Pesticide Use

'2016. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(1) Is he aware of claims that the State Energy Commaission is responsible for

contaminating south west beef fanns with dieidrin and other
organochiorines?

(2) What steps has he taken to investigate the allegations?
(3) Is it his intention to make a fiu report to the Parliament on the results of

these investigations?
(4) (a) If yes, when;

(b) if no, why not?
Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Extensive soil investigations near poles in cooperation with the Department

of Agriculture.
(3) Yes.
(4) (a) As soon as possible;

(b) not applicable.
NATURAL DISASTERS: DROUGHT

Consultative Committee: Meetings
2017. Mr HOUSE, to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Has the Drought Consultative Commnittee met recently?
(2) If yes, when?
(3) Has it received any requests for drought declarations from shires in the

great southern?
Wr GRILL replied:
(1) No. A meeting has been arranged for 26 October, 1987.
(2) Not applicable.
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(3) Requests have been received from the Shires of Broomehill, Wagin, Kent,
Tambeliup, Cranbrook, and Gnowangerup. The Secretary of the Western
Australian Drought Consultative Committee has examined the situation in
12 shires during the last three weeks and is preparing an assessment for the
scheduled meeting.

NATURAL DISASTERS: DROUGHT
Assistance Available

2018. Mr HOUSE, to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) What are the 1987-88 levels of assistance available for --

(a) transport of stock from a drought declared area to agistment;
(b) transport of fodder into drought declared areas?

(2) Is this assistance payable to farmers who take the appropriate action before
the drought is formally declared?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Levels of assistance for 1987-88 season have not been set. These will be

considered at the Drought Consultative Committee meeting on 26 October.
However, there is no reason to suppose they will differ significantly from
those which applied in the 1985-86 drought. That is --

(a) 50 per cent of the cost of transport of stock from a drought declared
area to agistment;

(b) 50 per cent of the cost of transport of hay into drought declared
areas unless the hay is donated, in which case it winI be transported
free of charge.

A maximum freight subsidy of $10 000 is applicable.
(2) When drought is formally declared, due recognition is taken of the time

when the drought is considered to have commenced. It is usual to delay
the declaration till as late in the season as is reasonable to be certain that
drought is a prevailing situation.
For example, if drought is formally declared in December but recognised to
have commenced in July, then assistance measures would apply back to the
July date.

AGRICULTURE: PESTICIDES
Legal Responsibility

2019. Mr HOUSE, to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Is the Government reviewing the legal responsibilities of manufacturers

and importers of agricultural chemicals for the unintended consequences
of the use of their products?

(2) If yes-
(a) when will the review be completed;
(b) is it the Government's intention to legislate in this area and, if so,

when?
-(3) -Ifno-why not?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable-
(3) The chemical manufacturer provides the product to the user with a

registered label containing the latest information that allows the user to use
the product safely and effectively. The manufacturer cannot be
responsible for produce end use.
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AGRICULTURE: PESTICIDES
Legal Responsibility

2020. Mr HOUSE, to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Is he aware of the statement by a representative of the Agricultural and

Veterinary Chemical Association chat farner misuse was the reason for the
contamination of meat by chemical residue?

(2) Is there any evidence that this statement is correct?
(3) Have there been any successful prosecutions of farmers over the

contamination of meat by misuse of agricultural chemicals?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) It is probable that some misuse has occurred.
(3) No.

FIRE CONTROL
Conservation and Land Management Officers

2022. Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:
(1) (a) Since the inception of the Department of Conservation and Land

Management in March 1984 and until 30 June 1987, how many
man hours have been involved in fire control activities --

(i) control burning;,
(ii) wildfire suppression;
(iii) fiat breaks,
(iv) planning?

(b) Of die hours in (1)(a), how many involved overtime and what was
the cost of that overtime?

(2) With respect to each of the CALM divisions located at Marijimnup and
Pemberton-Walpole for the periods I July 1985 to 30 June 1986 and I July
1986 to 30 June 1987 respectively --

(a) how many man hours were involved in fire control activities as
described in (1)(a);

(b) how many hours of overtime were involved and what was the cost
of that overtime?

Mr HODGE replied:
This information is not available without a detailed search of individual
time sheets. It would take several months to compile and need additional
staff to do so. The information would still not be complete because this
level of detail is not kept for salaried staff and national park rangers.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Annual Report: Availability

2023. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
When is it anticipated that the annual report for 1986-87 of the State
Energy Commission will be made available?

Mr PARKER replied:
T'he report will be made available after the Auditor General has appended
his report in accordance with the provisions of the Financial Administration
and Audit Act.
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STATE ENERGY CONMSSION
Debts: Rearrangement

2024. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(1) In relation to the substantial debt of the State Energy Commnission and the

increasing debt servicing cost, and the Government's indication of
financial rearrangement to reduce the burden of debt, what new
arrangements are proposed?

(2) What is the progress of consideration, planning, and implementation of
partial privatisation of the Stare Energy Commission?

(3) What areas of State Electricity Commission operations are considered to be
available for privatisation?

(4) Are specific plans in hand in relation to private ownership or operation of
any of those areas?

Mr PARKER replied:
(04-3)

Submissions addressing the commission's debt position have been sought
from a number of internationally recognised financial institutions. A wide
range of alternative treatments to reduce debt servicing have been
proposed and are being reviewed by a committee of senior State and
commuission officers.

(4) No.
ENERGY: GAS

Pipeline: Dampier-Perith

2025. Mr HASS ELI, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
What is the approximate cost per gigajoule of transporting gas via the
pipeline from Dampier to Perth?

Mr PARKER replied:
The information sought is commercially confidential.

ENVIRONMENT: BUCKLAND HILL
Appeal

2028. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Environment:
(1) Has he received an appeal from the Buckland Kill action group requesting

that he direct the Environmental Protection Authority to carry out a public
environment report or consider an environmental review and management
plan before permnitting development of Buckland Hill?

(2) Has he considered the matter and made a decision?
(3) If so, what is that decision?
(4) If not, when will the matter be considered and a decision made?
Mr HODGE replied:

(1) Yes.

The appeal is under consideration and will be detern-mned'as soon as-
possible.

SPORT AND RECREATION: CYCLES
Helmets: Subsidy

2029. Mr HASSELL, to the Treasurer:
(1) In relation to the Budget announcement of a subsidy to consumers for the

purchase of bicycle riders' crash hehnets, from what date will the subsidy
apply?
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(2) How will it be obtained by the purchaser?
(3) To what safety helmets will it apply?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) The programme is in two parts. Part 1 commences on 1 December 1987

and part 2 at the beginning of die 1988 school year.
(2) In the first part of the programme, the purchaser will obtain a refund from a

bank on a coupon validated by the retailer. The second part of the
programme is a bulk purchase arrangement by schools, councils, or parents
and citizens' associations.

(3) This has not yet been decided.
STATE ENERGY COMMISSION

Percentage Load Growth
2031. Mr HIASSELL, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

(1) Referring to his remarks in the Legislative Assembly on Thursday, 18 June
1987, what is the percentage load growth for the State Energy Commission
experienced in each of die past three years?

(2) What is projected for the next three years?
(3) As to his advice that the company Credit Suisse First Boston is advising the

Minister and the commission board on the nature of the State Energy
Commission's financial position, does that advice extend to analysis of the
present sizuation, projections as to the future, and advice about how those
projections might be altered by changed policies, or is the advice confined
to credit management in a broad sense?

(4) What are the precise contractual requirements which could lead the State
Energy Commission to have to pay for gas twice when it is paid for but not
taken, and in particular is the requirement to pay for the gas a second time
based on a revised gas price or to pay for costs associated with its
delivery?

(5) Is the fact that no delivery costs are incurred in the non-acceptance of the
gas at this rime taken into account in determining any future liability to pay
for gas delivered at a later date?

(6) Having regard to his statement that the critical projection is the "energy
inventory in total", is it correct that it is proposed to stockpile three million
tons of coal at Collie before taking corrective consumption action to avoid
further growth?

(7) If not, what is the total acceptable coal stockpile at Collie?
(8) Is it correct that Muja has been discarded for the time being as a base load

power station and that that role has been transferred to Kwinana, leaving
Muja as a peak load power station?

(9) When he says that the State Energy Commnission is making a substantial
profit on its interconnected power system, does that include substantial
profit from the non-metropolitan interconnected power system?

(10) What figures can he provide as to profitability on the interconnected power
system compared to loss on the non-interconnected system?

(11) What was the original capacity of the Kalgoorlie-Muja power line?
(12) What plans are now in place to increase the capacity of that line?
(13) What financial arrangements are proposed to increase the capacity of that

line, and does diat arrangement include the use of private enterpnise
resources?

(14) What studies if any have been undertaken relative to --
(a) private construction of gas pipelines for gas usage, as referred to in

his remarks;
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(b) private ownership of the existing gas pipeline as a means by which
to minimnise Stat Energy Commission debt;

(c) private ownership of any aspect of State Energy Commission gas or
electricity operations?

Mr PARKER rep~lied:
(1) Percentage electrical load growth -- eastern goldfields interconnection --

interconnected system -

1984-85 12.9 per cent
1985-86 5.5 per cent
1986-87 8.2 per cent

(2) Forecast percentage electrical load growth -- interconnected system --

1987-88 5.6 per cent )currently
1988-89 4.5 per cent junder
1989-90 *4.2 per cent )review
(* includes silicon smelter)

(3) Advice is not confined to credit management.
(4) The contract requires that gas paid for but not taken, which remains on

inventory for a period exceeding four years, incurs an additional payment
equal to the difference between the prevailing price for the gas at the time
of delivery and the original purchase price of that gas.

(5) No.
(6) No.
(7) On the basis of current projections, I do not envisage the coal stock would

exceed three million trnnes.
(8) No.
(9) No.
(10) 1985-86 operations result --

Interconnected system $55.1 million profit
Non-interconnected system $51.3 million loss.
The 1986-87 result is subject to clearance from the Auditor General.

(11) The line had aminimumifirm capacity of 70MW.
(12) Work is currently in hand to increase the capacity to 120 MW. Further

enhancement options are currently being identified.
(13) Capacity improvements are being financed as pant of the commission's

normal capital works programme, and costs are recouped through the tariff
stmucture applying to ning operations in the goldfields.

(14) (a) Several private studies have considered the construction of a
pipeline to Kalgoorlie. Both the gas pipelines supplying gas to
Hainersley Iron's Dampier power station and Robe River's Cape
Lambert power station are owned by these companies.

(b) The commission is currently investigating an alternative financing
arrangement for the North West Shelf pipeline based on a sale and
leaseback approach. The State Energy Commnission would still
retain full operational control.

(c) No recent studies have been undertaken by the commnission or this
Government.
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INDUSTRIAL REFERRAL AND DIAGNOSTIC SERVICES INC.
Services Offered

2033. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) With reference to questions 794, 978, and 1681 of 1987, wil he now say

what services are offered by Industrial Referral and Diagnostic Services
Inc.?

(2) On what basis was it appointed by the Government?
(3) What is the estimated annual cost?
(4) Were submissions for the work invited publicly or tenders called for?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Industrial Referral and Diagnostic Services Incorporated -- MNRAD --

provides specialised education, counselling, and consulting services to
private and public organisations.

(2) Annual contrct.
(3) $11I 500 in current 1986-87 year and estimated annual average of $32 750

over the following three years.
(4) No.

AUSTRAUIA CARD
Introduction: Cooperation

2034. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:
(1) Did the Commonwealth Government or any of its authorities seek the

cooperation of the State in preparation for the introduction of the Australia
Card?

(2) Did the State agree formally or informally, or was it working with the
Commonwealth to introduce the Australia Card?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Government agreed in principle to cooperate with the Commonwealth

in providing information held by the Registrar of Births, Deaths and
Marriages.

IMMGRATION
Business Migration Programme

2036. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Economnic Development:
(1) How many new immnigrants to Australia has Exim Corporation attracted

through its business migration programme?
(2) Who does Exim recommend they invest their money with in Western

Australia?
(3) What return does this investment offer the immigrants and how does that

compare in relation to similar investments offered by the private banking
sector?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Exim has assisted more than 300 prospective business migrants.
(2) This varies according to the circumstances of the business migrants.
(3) This depends on the nature of the investment. Some business migrants

assisted by Exam invest in the private banking sector.

4448 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 13 October 1987] 44

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY
Purchases

2037. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Economic Development:

(1) Has Exini Corporation had an officer or representative in the United States
this year involved in the purchasing of used farm machinery?

(2) If yes, what will Exim be doing with this machinery?

(3) What financial involvement does Exim have in this project?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) No.

(2)-(3)
Not applicable.

STATE PRINTING DIVISION
Telephone Directory Con tract

2038. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Works and Services:

What effect has the loss of the telephone directory contract had on the
Department of Services Printing Division?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

The loss of the telephone directory contract will allow the State Printing
Division to concentrate more fully on providing expert printing advice and
service to its public sector clients.

STATE PRINTING DIVISION
Plant Sales

2039. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Works and Services:

(1) Has the Department of Services Printing Division sold any of its plant or
equipment over the past six months?

(2) If not, is it currently trying to sell any of its plant and equipment?

(3) If the answer to (1) and/or (2) is yes-

(a) what plant and equipment is involved;

(b) was this equipment leased or owned by the Government?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) No.

(2) Yes.

(3) (a) A press, binding line, and associated equipment;

(b) owned.

HOSPITAL
Avro: Planning Application

2042. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Health:

Why did the Government use section 32 of the Town Planning Act to
-override the Subiaco -Council's planning schemne in-relation to-the - --

Government's use of the Avro Hospital site?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

The department's action was based on legal advice which is privileged
information between the legal adviser and the client. However, it should be
added that the City of Subiaco to its credit has now agreed to the operation
of Avro in the form suggested by me.

4449



ABATTOIRS: MEAT COMMISSION
Board Members

2043. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Agriculture:
Who are the current board members of the Western Australian Meat
Commnission?

Mr GRILL replied:

See answer to question 1967.
TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY

Financial Commitment
2044. Mr COURT, to the Treasurer:

(1) What financial commnitment has the Government given to the Rural and
Industries Bank aver any liabilities incurred by its takeover of Teachers
Credit Society?

(2) Is the Government requesting a firm figure from the Rural and Industries
Bank as to the extent of the financial liability the Government is expected
to carry?

(3) When will ful details of this financial commitment be made available to
taxpayers?

Mr BRLIAN BURKE replied:
See question 1780.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY
Minister for Housing: Awareness

2045. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) When he banded aver the responsibility for administering the credit unions

legislation in 1986, was he aware of any major problems within the
Teachers Credit Society?

(2) Did he brief the Treasurer on the general condition of the Teachers Credit
Society?

(3) Did he outline any specific problem areas of the Teachers Credit Society to
the Treasurer?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) No.
(2)-(3)Not applicable.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY
Minister for Housing: Awareness

2046. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) When he was first alerted to the problems in the Teachers Credit Society,

what action did he take?
(2) Did he alert either the Treasurer and/or the Cabinet?

(3) If not, why not?
Mr WILSON replied:

This same question was asked by the member on Wednesday, 23
September 1987. See reply to question 1820.

MINERAL: IRON ORE
Koolyanobbing: Reopening

2047. Mr COURT. to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(1) Are negotiations currently under way for the reopening of the

Koolyanobbing iron ore mine?
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(2) If yes, when will negotiations be completed?

Mr PARKER replied:

Negotiations between BHP and the State in regard to the reopening of the
Koolyanobbing iron ore mine have been suspended due to lack of mailcet
opportunities. The Government, through the Department of Resources
Development, is attempting to identify opportunities which may lead to the
resumption of operations at Koolyanobbing.

SWAN BUILDING SOCIETY
Audit: Registrar of Building Societies

2049. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Housing:

Why did the registrar not carry out an independent audit of the Swan
Building Society in the six months prior to his banding over responsibility
for building societies legislation to the Treasurer?

Mr WILSON replied:

Decisions on which institutions will be the subject of inspection are not
matters for the Minister.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
MINISTERS OF THE CROWN

Attendance: Question Time

330. Mr MacKINNON. to the Premier:

(1) Are we to expect that very few Ministers will be in Parliament at question
time between now and the by-elections?

(2) If so, what is the purpose of Parliament sitting and of question time without
the Ministers being in attendance to answer questions?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1 )-(2)
We will do our best to maintain the presence of Ministers. Today, the
Deputy Premier and the Minister for Minerals and Energy are ill. They are
not involved in any campaigning for the by-elections. Apart from them,
the absence of the Minister for Transport and Minister for Agriculture
overseas are normal absences that conform with the policies to which we
have tried to adhere.

I cannot always guarantee that Ministers will not become il. Surprisingly,
even Opposition members are sometimes absent from the Parliament.
We will attempt to maintain the numbers. However, it is because of our
generosity that so many Ministers are present. Tomorrow I think four
Ministers will be absent, depending on illness, and on Thursday Parliament
will not sit, as the Leader of the Opposition knows because a number of
members and Ministers will be absent.

If the Leader of the Opposition is asking us to cancel Parliament next week
prior to the by-elections, [ will consider that and refer it to the Leader of the
House. He may think that it is appropriate. We thought that the
Opposition would think that it would be better for it to have Parliament
sitting while we knew it would be better for us to have Parliament sitting.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY
Pro gress Report

331. Dr GALLOP, to the Treasurer:

(1) Has the Treasurer received a progress report on the current position of the
WA Teachers Credit Society?

(2) If so, will he provide details?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

Yes. The R & I Bank was requested to take over the management of the
Teachers Credit Society from 17 August 1987. Subsequently, it was
appointed administrator to the society.

The bank has seconded lending and administrative staff to the society to
completely oversee its operations. These staff members are reporting to the
comissioners.
The bank is undertaking a fail loan audit of all commercial loans to
ascertain what provision for loans may need to be made.

Mr Hassell: Provision for loans or losses?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: It says "loans" but I tend to agree with the member that

"losses" may make more sense. I am advised, though, that provision fo~r
loans may need to be made.

It is expected this exercise will be completed by 31 December 1987. It will
then enable the society's balance sheet and accounts for the year ended 30
June 1987 to be finalised.
Where necessary, commercial loan customers have been or are being
contacted by experienced lending staff to fully discuss and firm up proper
and prudent security loan repayment arrangements.
No new commercial lending is being undertaken. In future, operations
will be entirely in the area of traditional credit union activity. The core
credit union business of the Teachers Credit Society is being continued as
normal.
The chairman of the R & I Bank has written to all depositors and members
of the society assuring them of the safety of their deposits and that the bank
will not be making any interim reports on the findings of the loan audit.
I am fully supportive of the bank's decision to assure members and
depositors of the safety of their deposits and the bank's decision not to
make any interim reports, because to do otherwise would unnecessarily
feed speculation and concern for all who are associated with the society-
The outcome of the loan audit does not affect the safety of depositors'
funds which are guaranteed by the State.

BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES
Registration: National System

332. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
(1) Does the Premier support the Prime Minister's move to introduce a

national system of registering births, deaths, and marriages?
(2) If so, has the Prime Minister yet requested the State's cooperation in

introducing this legislation?
(3) Will the agreement the State Government previously madfe to provide

information held by the Registrar of Births, Deaths and Marriages as
outlined in answer to question 2034 by the member for Cottesloc, apply to
Mr Hawke's new proposal?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(04-3)

That is all a bit much for me to eat in one swallow. I am not sure about the
last part of the question. In answer to the member for Cottesloc today, I
provided information about an approach made to the State Government. I
think in 1985, requesting cooperation in the matter of the availability of
informnation from the State's Register of B irths, Deaths and Marriages.

Mr MacKinnon: Has any such information been provided?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE: Not to my knowledge. When the member for Cottesloc
asked the question, I said, "as sure as eggs"; I remember using those
words. I said that, if I answered the question. I would make a mistake by
saying chat I could not remember the approach. As sure as eggs, when I
checked, an approach was made in 1985.

[ replied to the Prime Minister and I provided details of that reply to the
member for Cottesloc. To the best of my recollection, no information has
been provided to the Federal Government. I am not sure whether since
then or before, but certainly at some time or other during this whole thing,
we have been arguing about who will pay for the cost of providing the
information in a fornm that can readily be accessed in a national sense. I
think that, surprisingly, the question of cost was something on which we
had become bogged down and we had told the Commonwealth
Government that we would not pay the cost of computerising all of the
information. That is, as best as I can recall, where that argument ended.

Mr MacKinnon: Do you support the Prime Minister's proposal for setting up a
national registry of births, deaths and marriages?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The only approach I can recall now is the one about which I
informed the member for Contesloe.

Mr MacKinnon: I am asking you whether you supported the announcement of the
Prime Minister that he now intends to proceed down the path to set up that
national register.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I would be willing to discuss it with the Commonwealth to
see the sort of sanctions placed on the accessing of the informnation, ctc;
but, apart from being prepared to discuss it, I will no: commit myself.
I do not seem to have the phobia that members of the Opposition have
about the Commonwealth. [ have the distinct impression that they do not
support the Commonwealth.

Mr MacKinnon: Certainly not with regard to the ID card.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I suspect the Opposition's suspicions stretch hfutr than

that.
Mr Hassell: You oppose some of the things the Commonwealth is doing, coo.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I oppose many of thenm, but not in a mindless way; I try to

oppose them selectively in the interests of the State.
SHOPPING: TRADING HOURS

Extension
333. Dr ALEXANDER, to the Minister for Labour. Productivity and Employment:

(1) Has the Minister seen a comment by the member for Clontarf stating that
retail traders will be forced to open extended hours?

(2) Is it the Government's intention to force traders to open?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

I have seen a rather confusing statement by the member for Clontarf
demanding that a whole range of businesses be forced to open if some
traders have extended trading hours. It really was a most extraordinary
statement. I thought it was worth recognising in this House that at least
some members of the Opposition apparently want to force groups of
businesses to open extended hours.

Mr Lightfoot: You force businesses to shut.
Mr PETfER DOWDING: That is extraordinary coming from the mouth of the

member for Murchison-Eyre. I note that he supports greater flexibility and
assumes that he wants no Government intervention in hours, except to
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force businesses to open. Flexibility is supported by the Government.
However, it is not our policy for businesses to be forced to open and we
will not accept that proposal from the Opposition.

I think it is time that the various interest groups that have been purporting
to represent the views of some retail traders should try to stop representing
simply sectional interests and start comidng together in order to try to
achieve sonmc view from the retail industry itself.
I can assure the retail industry than the State Government does not, wider
any circumstances, intend to force any of the businesses that were referred
to by the member for Clontarf in the Press report, namely banks, insurance
companies, and Government offices. I give this House an assurance that it
is not Government policy to force those businesses to remain open.

GAMBLING: CASINO
Police Investigation

334. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:
(1) Is the Premier aware of the report in today's The Sydney Morning Herald

relating to a Corporate Affairs Department and police investigation into
the cost overruns at the Burswood Island Casino complex?

(2) Is he also aware that the article indicates that the report has been with the
Corporate Affairs Department since May this year?

(3) When will that report be completed and either action taken or the matter
shelved?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1)-(3)

I am aware of the report because it was drawn to my attention by the head
of the Government 's media pool who said that a comment had been asked
from me or the Attorney General.

[ understand that a comment was provided which said that the matter was
not one which was at the discretion of the Government or of the Attorney
General specifically, in any sense, and that any action to conclude or to act
upon any report by the Corporate Affairs Department was a matter for the
Commissioner for Corporate Affairs. He was not subject to Government
direction. Further, I think the comment the Attorney made was that the
matter referred to in the article was a matter that the Commissioner for
Corporate Affairs was to finalise before assuming his new responsibility as
Auditor General. That is all I know about it.

Mr MacKinnon: When is he expected to take up his new position?
Mr BRIAN BUR.KE: Quite frankly, I have not asked the Attorney General. I

know that he has just returned from holidays and I presume that he will
lake up his position as soon as he has completed outstanding matters in the
Corporate Affairs Department.

GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING
Expenditure

335. Mrs WATKINS. to the Treasurer:
In view of the Opposition's claim that it will fund many of its election
promises by reducing Government expenditure on advertising, can the
Treasurer indicate in what areas the bulk of Government non-classified
advertising occurs?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
Thte Opposition has undertaken a very vivid, some might say extravagant,
programme of making promises. As far as I can see, it intends to fund
many of its promises by doing two things -- restricting Government
advertising and sacking Vince Shervington.
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Mr MacKinnon: We never said that we would sack Vince Shervington. We
thought that he would still like to drive you after you become Leader of the
Opposition.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: In 1955 when the Labor Party held a conference in Hobart,
it was a fairly volatile affair and people were appointed as doormen. One
of the people appointed as a doorman reported to the conference that the
member for Perth, who was my father, made dire predictions about the
doorman's future. The result of the conference was that my father lost his
sear and was expelled, I think the Leader of the Opposition's predictions
about my future may fit into the same category as my Dad's; chat is, chat it
probably will not come to pass. If I am the Leader of the Opposition I will
do my best to be a good Leader of the Opposition.

Dr Gallop: Do you know what I was told in Busselton last week?
Several members interjected.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I suggest that members quieten down because so far tonight

question time has gone along very nicely.
Dr Gallop: During the Court Government a person was told by the member for

Vasse, in relation to expenditure on the Busseltan jetty, that it was Sir
Charles Court's view that the elements would slowly take the jetty away
and it would no longer be a problem.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Does not the political wheel turn? My Dad was expelled
and now his son is the Premier -- the political wheel turns, does it not?

Mr Clarko: What happened to the doorman?
Mr MacKinnon: lHe is the Prime Minister.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: If he is, be is Labor.

In the past 15 months, the Opposition has made 170 identifiable promises
or commitments to increase Government expenditure. It is likely these
promises would cost Western Australian taxpayers more than $1 billion.
Treasury has been able to cost 72 -- 42 per cent -- of the promises and says
that these alone would cost the State an extra $576 million.
It is true Opposition members have indicated that some of their promises
would be funded from cutting back on Government advertising, which is
estimated to cost around $10 million annually. The Opposition has made
much of Governmaent authorities', such as the Water Authority and the
State Energy Comission, advertising unnecessarily when they are in a
monopoly position.
However, I am advised that about 80 per cent of Government non-
classified advertising is by the Tourism Commission, the State Government
Insurance Office, the Lotteries Commission, and the R & I Bank, and in the
field of health promotion. In other words, $8 million of $10 million fits
into those categories. The bulk of advertising is by organisations which
have no choice but to spend money on advertising. Far from being
monopolies, the R & I Bank and the 8010 are in highly competitive fields
in which advertising is essential.
It -is not clear whether the Opposition is suggesting the Tourism
Commission should cut back on its promotion of Western Australia or the
Lotteries Commission should scale down its operation. If this occurred, the
effect on the tourism industry and the State's hospitals would be
considerable.
Finally, the Government is committed to promoting good health among
Western Australians. The Opposition cannot fund $1 billion worth of
promises by sacking Vince Shervington and cutting $2 million off
advertising. One does not go into the other.
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CHEMICALS: POLYCHLORINATED BIPHENYLS
Incinerator: Environmental Report

336. Mr SCHELL, to the Minister for Environment:
(1) What response has he had from the public to the Environmental Protection

Authority's report on the proposed polychlorinated biphenyls incinerator at
Koolyanobbing?

(2) Are there any proposed alternative sites?
(3) What is the timetable for making a decision on the proposal?
Mr HODGE replied:
(1) Is the member asking how many appeals have been lodged?
Mr Schell: Yes.
Mr HODGE: The answer is that I do not know. I have been on leave for the last

two weeks and I have not checked how many appeals have been lodged,
but I will be doing that in the next few days. If the member is interested
about how many appeals have been lodged, I will advise him accordingly,

(2) The question of other sites under consideration is not really a matter for me
to determine. It will be a matter for the Minister who is in charge of the
project who, I understand, is the Minister for Minerals and Energy.

(3) I will determine the appeals in the near future. I have recently received a
letter from the Leader of the National Party asking that I delay making a
decision on the appeals until after 20 October, when a meeting will be
held. [ think that it is a reasonable request and I am quite happy to delay
determining the appeals until after we have that meeting. It will not be
before 20 October. 1 would Like to have the matter settled as quickly as
possible.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY
Investmenus: Brockley Investments Ltd

337. Mr READ, to the Premier:
(1) Is he aware of comments in Parliament and the Press about the Teachers

Credit Society's purchase of shares in Brockley Investments Ltd?
(2) Has he received a report on this matter by the Registrar of Cooperative and

Financial Institutions?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(I)-(2)

Yes. Most of the $4 million the Teachers Credit Society invested in
Brocley Investments Ltd is being held on fixed deposit at the Teachers
Credit Society.

The Teachers Credit Society intends divesting from Brockley Investments
Ltd and there is no reason to believe there will be a loss on realisation. In
fact, investment could prove profitable, given Brockley's cash box and
trustee potential. That information was provided to me by the registrar, to
whose attention I drew the comments principally of the member for
Murchison-Eyre.

MOTOR VEHICLES
Steering Wheel Locks: Compulsory

338. Mr CASH, to the Premier:
(1) Has the Premier's announcement that car steering locks would become

compulsory yet been considered by Cabinet?
(2) Is it intended that his plan to require car steering locks in all vehicles will

proceed?
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Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1)-(2)

The matter was distussed by the Cabinet before the announcement was
made.

Mr Cash: Was that suggestion not in the paper? But please, tell us your view.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: There were no reporters at the Cabinet meeting.

Mr Cash: Then the answer should be "yes" to the first one.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I said it was considered by Cabinet before the decision.

Mr Cash: Is it intended still to require all cars to be fitted?
Mr BRLAN BURKE: That is the second pant.

Mr Cash: Yes.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I was dealing with the first part.

Why is the Opposition so intent upon trying to attack the Government for
not, as it says, upholding law and order, and yet it criticises the
Government when the Government tries to implement policies which will
crack down, in this case, on car theft? In the last day or so a story appeared
in the newspaper about a young policeman who only just escaped with his
life when he was almost run down by a speeding stolen car. We have had
high-speed chases which have cost lives. We have had damaged property;
we have had stolen cars being the fundamental building blocks of armed
hold-ups, of drug deals, of robberies of chemists. All those serious
criminal offences are often first of all built upon a stolen car, or involve car
theft. No-one can deny that.

Mr MacKinnon: You say steering locks will fix this!

Mr Lightfoot: They are burgeoning under your Government, whatever you say.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: All those things are undeniably true. But what does the
Opposition say? The Opposition says, "What you should do is first-"

Mr Cowan: The steering lock will not resolve all these problems.
Mr BRIAN BURXE: The Opposition says, "What you need to do is to increase

the penalty."

Mr Lightfoot: You could not disagree with that.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I will explain my attitude towards the penalty. It falls into
two categories. If we can eliminate the 11, 12, 13, and 14-year-old joy-
riding car thieves, the amateurs, then an increase of a substantial nature in
the penalty is warranted. The problem is that the amateur car thieves --
and they could be your children or mine -

An honourable member: Not mine!

Mr BRIAN BURKE: They might not be the honourable member's.

Mr Hassell: They are not suffering any penalty.

Mr BRIALNBURKE: No, because what do you do with an 11, 12, 13, or 14-year-
old who wags school?

Mr Hassell: The problem is that the Department of Community Services does not
believe in penalties at all.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That may be part of the problem; I would not know.

Several members interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I would not rush to make that judgment, but if the penalty
for the unlawful use of a motor vehicle is made equivalent to a penalty for
car theft -- call it grand larceny, as it is called in respect of cars above a
certain value -- then one is faced with the very difficult task of taking 11,
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12, 13, and 14-year-olds and applying to them the minimum mandatory
penalty of perhaps six months in gaol.

What we are trying to address is the problem of the amateur car thieves, so
that the professionals can be properly dealt with.

Mr Clarko: Why do you not say that stealing is an offence; that is another way of
getting round it?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member is bright; we have said that for years.

Mr Clarko: That is one way of solving the problem instead of saying that it does
not exist, as is happening today.

Several members interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is a nonsensical attitude. I am trying to pitch it a little
above the heads of members opposite to make them reach. And what
happens? Opposition members say that one of the solutions is to replace
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services.

Mr Cash: We do not say that; the police union and most of the police officers say
that.

Mr BRALN BURKE: The member opposite has just said it.

Several members interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: No, he did not say this is what several members of the
police union say. He said one of the solutions would be to replace the
Minister.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! Let us have a bit of order.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: What I am trying to say is, if we can weed out the

professional from the amateur, none of us wants to see 11, 12, 13, and 14-
year-olds subjected to --

Mr Lewis: Who is the amateur? The policeman?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I thought we were having a good question time today and a
lot of interesting information had been provided in reply to questions, yet
members opposite keep trying to turn it into some sont of carnival.

Mr Cash: There is a serious problem with car thefts, and nothing is happening.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I know there is. The member for Mt Lawley has pinned a
lot of his political future to the police mast. I am trying to answer his
question and promote him in the eyes of his colleagues. I want to treat him
seriously, If we can weed the amateur out from the professional we can
apply substantial and appropriate penalties.

Now we come to the question of steering locks.

Mr Lightfoot: The amateur is always the 14-year-old.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Of course not.

Mr Lightfoot: You made that inference.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is one of the problems.

Mr Lightfoot: Where do you stop?

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The next point was that raised by the Leader of the National
Party. He is getting very close to the Opposition these days. Everyone in
the countryside is commenting, "There goes a Liberal -- oh no, it is
Hendy." The closer and more indistinguishable he gets, the less successful
he will be.
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Steering locks. What we have done --
Several members interjected.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Do not worry about that. Does the member think the

Leader of the Opposition will worry about him?
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Steering locks. What we have done is to advertise and say
to people who have steering locks which they believe are effective,
"Submit them for examination." If they have an effective lock, that may
well be the steering lock chat we will oblige people to fit to their cars,
provided, as we said at the time, it is an effective lock. We will not cause
people to fit locks if they do not work. What we have said is that if there
is a lock which will work and which fits into the price category which we
are now aware is the one in which most of these locks sell, we will oblige
people to fit them to their cars.

Mr Clarko: From when?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Probably from some time early in the new year, after

sufficient stocks ane available. It will depend on availability.
Mr MacKinnon: What is wrong with their availability?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: If we make it law and have to get 900 000 of them, where

are we going to get them from -- the Leader of the Opposition's garden
shed?

Mr MacKinnon: I did not think there was a problem.

Mr BRIALN BURKE: That is why the Leader of the Opposition is in opposition.
Mr MacKinnon: I happen to have spoken to people in the industry and I know

there is not a problem.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: How does the Leader of the Opposition know? We have

not even picked the effective lock yet.
An Opposition member: Somebody will, I can assure you of that!
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Who said that? He should be on the Government benches.

Hands up, come over here -- we have a space. He is too good for that
crew.

Mr Blaikie: Why don't you tell us -- you are waiting for one of your mates to set
up in business.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Hang on, I know -- it is Vince Shervington. Vince
Shervington's unpickable locks! We would sell one to the member quick
smart.

Ms Clarko interjected.
Ms BRIAN BURKE: We have advertised. Has the member not seen the

advertisements? When we get the effective lock --

Ms Blaikie interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! Order! Let us try to get the answer out without more

interjections.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: What I was going to say is that we will get the effective
lock and oblige people to use it, provided it is effective and affordable.
But there is one substantial point the Opposition has raised and I do not
know how it can be answered. Is it fair to oblige people to protect their
property by the expenditure of certain sums of money in a compulsory
fashion? Voluntarily, of course, we all choose to lock our houses, to have
locks on our cars, and to lock up our valuables and possessions.
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Mr MacKinnon: Or not to.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is right -- I agree with the Leader of the Opposition.

That is a substantial point to be addressed and I do not know what the
answer is. It is the same with seat belts. Is it fair to require people to wear
seat belts if they choose not to? For example, my father always said to me,
"Never wear a seat belt because you will get caught in a car fire and not be
able to get out." He was of the older school, and believed it. He wore
them, of course.

Mr Clarko: Would you continue this over a drink later on?

Mr BRIALN BURKE: Okay.


